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Scenes from the mission control room in Sriharikota after contact was lost with the Vikram lander: Display shows point contact was lost; Prime Minister Modi; ISRO chief K Sivan with his colleagues. Photos courtesy Doordarshan 


2 km from moon, lander loses 
contact with mission control 

Am with you, go ahead with courage: PM to stunned team 


AMITABHSINHA 

BENGALURU,SEPTEMBER6 

INDIA’S DREAM of landing a 
spacecraft on moon lay shattered 
as the Vikram lander of the 
Chandrayaan-2 failed to make a 
smooth soft-landing, unable to 
bring down its speed to the re¬ 
quired level. The failure hap¬ 
pened 13 minutes after Vikram 
began its descent, hoping to re¬ 
duce its speed from 6048 km per 
hour to about 7 km per hour or 
lower to enable a soft landing. 

The mission operations com- 
plex at the ISRO Telemetry, 
Tracking and Command 
Network in Bengaluru stopped 
receiving data from the lander at 
that point. 

At the time of going to press, 
an official announcement of the 
failure was still awaited. 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, who had joined the scien¬ 
tists 15 minutes before the de¬ 
scent began at 1.38 am on 
Saturday night, was briefed by a 
glum looking ISRO chairman K 
Sivan, and other senior officials. 
Before that Sivan and other offi¬ 
cials held consultations immedi¬ 
ately after the control room 
stopped receiving the signals. 



Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi with ISRO chief K 
Sivan at the ISTRAC in 
Bengaluru 


“Be courageous,” said the 
Prime Minister to the dejected 
scientists after ISRO chief K Sivan 
announced that contact with the 
lander had been lost at an alti¬ 
tude of 2.1 km from the moon’s 
surface. “What you have 
achieved is no mean achieve¬ 
ment. Hope for the best. You have 
done a great service to the nation, 
science and humanity. Our jour¬ 
ney will remain, I am with you, 
go ahead with courage.” 

Chandrayaan-2 was India’s 
first attempt at landing a space¬ 
craft on the moon. Only three 
countries—the United States, the 
erstwhile USSR and China — have 
managed to place a spacecraft on 
moon so far. 

The Vikram lander and 
Pragyan rover were supposed to 


land on the moon and carry out 
observations and experiments 
for 14 days. The Orbiter compo¬ 
nent of Chandrayaan-2, however, 
was doing fine and continued to 
communicate with the control 
room. 

Rare are occasions when a 
nation awaits a moment as ea¬ 
gerly as this. 

On the ground, at the ISRO 
control centre, excitement and 
nervousness had mounted in the 
final countdown. Far away from 
the 24x7 TV noise, as messages 
started pouring in over social me- 
dia praising the capabilities of 
ISRO, the Chandrayaan-2 mission 
control team was at work, quietly 
doing its job, oblivious to what 
was happening outside, focused 
on watching every signal coming 
from the spacecraft. 

To decelerate after starting its 
descent, Vikram continuously 
fired its four thrusters in the di¬ 
rection of its movement. It trav¬ 
elled a total of almost 585 km in 
a parabolic path before losing 
contact. 

Before the touchdown, a few 
hundred kilometres from the 
ground, it was expected to hover 
over the surface, trying to ascer¬ 
tain whether there was a safe 
place to land. 



ISRO tweeted this photo of the 
moon on August 23. It was taken by 
Chandrayaan-2 from an altitude of 
4,375 km above the lunar surface- 


10,9,8... in the end, it was 
the 7 terrifying min utes 



Special to the 


EXPRESS 

IMAGINE A spacecraft hurtling 
through space, at 10 times the 
speed of an airplane, having to 
nearly come to a standstill in or¬ 
der to land gently on the Earth — 
all in a matter of a few minutes 
and, more importantly, without 
any human intervention.This, in 
a nutshell, is a soft landing. 

The thought of a soft landing 
on another planet or the Moon 
drives chills down my spine: de¬ 
spite the fact that I have done this 
quite a few times through my ca¬ 
reer. The first time was way back 
in 1997, when NASA’s Mars 
Pathfinder, landed on Mars. I still 
remember the raw happiness 
when we received the first sig¬ 
nal of the spacecraft from the 
surface of Mars! After that, there 
was the successful landing of 
NASA’s twin Mars rovers, Spirit 
and Opportunity, in 2004, fol¬ 
lowed by the lander, Mars 
Phoenix, in 2008 and the Mars 


Business as Usual 
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rover, Curiosity, in 2012. And, 
there was the dejection of a few 
failures, like NASA’s Mars Polar 
Lander in 1999 and ESA’s Beagle 
rover that crashed while trying 
to land on Mars in 2003. More 
recently, I watched the first pri¬ 
vate mission to the Moon, 
Beresheet, end tragically. 

And, in the end, it was these 
terrifying minutes that ended in 
the loss of communication from 
the lander to the ground station. 

Five hundred years back, it 
took sheer courage to try explore 
lands separated by oceans: the 
distance at the time was of the 
order of 10,000 miles. Similarly, 
today, Space Exploration is not 
for the faint of heart: the dis¬ 
tances that a spacecraft travels 


to different destinations is of the 
order of 100,000 miles for the 
Moon, 100 million miles for 
Mars and billion miles for a mis¬ 
sion to Pluto. TV animation has 
made space exploration look de¬ 
ceptively simple: there is an an¬ 
imation that plays of the landing, 
there are shots of the mission 
control room that erupts in 
cheers; but the technology, the 
human effort and the nerves to 
undertake such a journey is just 
as harrowing and nerve-wrack¬ 
ing. 

No signal from the lander 
means that there are a few pos¬ 
sibilities — like a communication 
glitch, a possible power issue 
with the rover, but can also carry 
the dire prognosis that the rover 
did not survive the landing. That 
the rover hit the ground at an un¬ 
acceptably high speed and was 
destroyed. The huge work done 
by a few thousand scientists and 
engineers, over half a decade or 
more, hinged on this critical sig¬ 
nal post landing. 

For, what made ISRO’s jour¬ 
ney so topical and relevant was 
its landing site. 

Though not exactly at the 
South Pole, the landing site was 
as far as any spacecraft has gone 
in the Southern Hemisphere. 
NASA’s human landings about 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 


Concerned over J&K 
detentions... Govt should 
hold polls at earliest: US 


SHUBHAJITROY 

NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER6 

A MONTH after political leaders 
were detained and communica¬ 
tion restrictions put in place in 
Jammu and Kashmir, the United 
States Friday expressed concern 
over the “widespread deten¬ 
tions” and “urged” Indian au¬ 
thorities to “respect human 
rights”. 

Washington has also asked 
Indian authorities to “resume 
political engagement with local 
leaders” and hold “elections at 
the earliest”. 

This is the strongest statement 
by the Tmmp administration so 
far on the Centre’s move to scrap 
Jammu and Kashmir’s special sta¬ 
tus. It comes after US President 


Donald Tmmp had said on August 
26 that he had discussed the issue 
on August 25 over dinner and had 
said that Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi “really feels he has it under 
control”. 

There was no official state¬ 
ment from New Delhi in re¬ 
sponse to the US State 
Department’s comments. 

Responding to questions, US 
State Department spokesperson 
Morgan Ortagus said: “We con¬ 
tinue to be very concerned by 
widespread detentions, includ¬ 
ing of local political and business 
leaders, and the restrictions on 
the residents of the region. We 
are also concerned about reports 
that Internet and mobile phone 
access continues to be blocked 
in certain regions.” 

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2 
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‘SEVEN MINUTES OF TERROR’ APPROACH. BEYOND LIES A WORLD OF OPPORTUNITY 

A celebrated NASA scientist explains the significance of the Chandrayaan-2 mission - for ISRO, India, the 
world, and humankind. What makes ISRO’s journey so topical is its landing site.Though not exactly at the 
South Pole, the landing site is as far as any spacecraft has gone in the Moon’s southern hemisphere 
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Is Bumrah a bigger 


Kohli? 


In this episode of Express Sports, hosts 
Daksh and Gaurav discuss if Jasprit Bumrah 
is a bigger asset to the Indian cricket team 
than Virat Kohli 



CJ Tahilramani 
resigns after 
Collegium 
transfer order 


APURVAVISHWANATH 

NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER6 


THREE DAYS after the Supreme 
Court Collegium declined to re¬ 
consider its decision to transfer 
her to the Meghalaya High Court, 
Chief Justice Vijaya KTahilramani 
of the Madras High Court, cur¬ 
rently placed at the top in the all- 
India seniority list of High Court 
judges, resigned Friday. 

Sources told The Indian Express 
that Justice Tahilramani put in her 
papers Friday evening. 

Chief Justice of Madras High 
Court since August 2018, she was 
due to retire in October 2020. 

Should the resignation be ac¬ 
cepted, then only one High Court 
will be headed by a woman judge 
— Chief Justice Gita Mittal of 
Jammu and Kashmir High Court. 

Although High Court judges 
have resigned in the past over al¬ 
legations or for other reasons, a 
resignation over differences with 
the Collegium is rare. 

In 2017, Justice Jayant Patel, a 
judge of Karnataka High Court, re¬ 
signed after the Collegium trans¬ 
ferred him to the Allahabad High 
Court. Then the second most sen¬ 
ior judge in the Karnataka High 
Court, he did not cite any reason 
for his resignation. As a judge of 
the Gujarat High Court, he had or¬ 
dered a CBI probe into the Ishrat 
Jahan alleged fake encounter case. 

On August 28, the Collegium 
recommended that Justice 
Tahilramani be transferred to the 
Meghalaya High Court “in the in¬ 
terest of better administration of 
justice”. The same day, the 
Collegium transferred Meghalaya 
High Court ChiefJustice A K Mittal 
to the Madras High Court as Chief 
Justice, also “in the interest of bet¬ 
ter administration of justice”. The 
resolution did not disclose any 


other reason for the transfer. 

Led by ChiefJustice of India 
Ranjan Gogoi, the Collegium com¬ 
prises Justices S A Bobde, N V 
Ramana, Arun Mishra and 
Rohinton F Nariman. 

Whenjustice Tahilramani was 
asked to respond as per the 
Memorandum of Procedure, she 
sent a representation to the 
Collegium on September 2, re¬ 
questing reconsideration of her 
transfer. 

But on September 3, the 
Collegium stood by its decision. 
“The Collegium has carefully gone 
through the... representation and 
taken into consideration all rele¬ 
vant factors. On reconsideration, 
the Collegium is of the considered 
view that it is not possible to ac¬ 
cede to her request. The 
Collegium, accordingly, reiterates 
its recommendation dated 28th 
August, 2019 for transfer of Mrs 
Justice V K Tahilramani to 
Meghalaya High Court,” its reso¬ 
lution stated. While the Madras 
High Court has a sanctioned 
strength of 75 judges, three judges 
make the Meghalaya High Court. 
Currently, it has only two judges 
— ChiefJustice A K Mittal and 
Justice Hamarsan Singh 
Thangkhiew. 

Prior to her appointment as 
ChiefJustice of Madras High Court 
in August 2018, Justice 
Tahilramani had been Acting Chief 
Justice of the Bombay High Court 
thrice since 2015. Before being ap¬ 
pointed a judge of Bombay High 
Court in 2001, Tahilramani was a 
government pleader and public 
prosecutor for the Maharashtra 
government. 

Her landmark mlings include 
the order recognising abortion 
rights of female prisoners and the 
verdict upholding life imprison¬ 
ment in the Bilkis Bano gangrape 
case of the post-Godhra riots. 


Lamba returns to 
Cong fold: Leaving 
‘Khas Aadmi Party’ 


EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE 

NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER6 


CHANDNI CHOWK MLA Alka 
Lamba joined the Congress Friday, 
months after she had a fallout 
with the AAP leadership over a 
Delhi Assembly resolution on 
stripping former Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi of his Bharat Ratna. 

Lamba said she joined the 
Congress at 10 Janpath in the pres¬ 
ence of the party’s working pres¬ 
ident Sonia Gandhi. “I met Rahul 
Gandhi at his residence before 
that,” she said. “Rahul reached out 
to me after the Bharat Ratna row, 
after he saw that I continue to hold 
the Congress ideology dear.” 

The Assembly witnessed a 
row last December, when a reso¬ 
lution was introduced by AAP 
MLAs demanding that Rajiv’s 
Bharat Ratna be withdrawn over 
the 1984 anti-Sikh riots. 

The AAP, which was then in 
talks with the Congress for an al¬ 
liance in the Lok Sabha polls, later 
claimed the resolution was never 
passed. Lamba claimed she was 
targeted by the party for opposing 
the resolution. 

“I could not join the BJP be¬ 
cause of major ideological differ¬ 
ences. I am happy the Congress 
has reposed faith in me once 
again... I expressed my wish to 
contest from Chandni Chowk,” 



Alka Lamba tweeted this 
photo on Friday 


Lamba, who spent 20 years with 
the Congress before switching to 
the AAP, said. 

She also tweeted: 
@ArvindKejriwal Ji, your 
spokespersons asked me as per 
your desire, with the full arrogance 
thatthe Party will accept my resig¬ 
nation even on Twitter. So kindly 
accept my resignation from pri¬ 
mary membership of the ‘Aam 
Aadmi Party’, which is now a ‘Khas 
Aadmi Party’. Former Delhi 
Congress chief Ajay Maken said 
Lamba has long organisational ex¬ 
perience, since she has been active 
in politics, including as a student. 
She was elected DUSU president 
as an NSUI candidate in 1995. 

“The Congress will benefit 
with her coming to the fold,” 
Maken said. He also took a dig at 
the AAP, saying that resignations 
of leaders “shows there is disen¬ 
chantment within the party”. 

AAP did not react to the move. 


FROM PAGE ONE 


10,9,8... seven terrifying 
minutes to history in space 


50 years back, have been 
mostly near the Lunar Equator. 
In contrast, Chandrayaan-2’s 
landing site is close to perma¬ 
nently shadowed craters near 
the South Pole that might store 
water ice. 

Human aspiration for lunar 
colonization is no longer sci¬ 
ence fiction. A mixture of bil¬ 
lionaires and governments 
have made the Moon the most 
desirable destination in the 
Solar System. Amazon’s Jeff 
Bezos, with a reputation of de¬ 
livering on his ideas, has put his 
passion and his billions behind 
his lunar dreams: that include 
plans to build a large lander 
that can start transporting tons 
of material to the Moon to start 
work on a Lunar base. The tar¬ 
get timeline is in the coming 
decade. NASA, in parallel, is 
planning to return American 
astronauts to the Moon with 
the Artemis project by 2024. 
The moon is of great scientific 
interest to the Chinese as well. 

The rationale of a lunar 


base is as follows. 

The thinking is that hu¬ 
mans really live in narrow 
ranges of temperature, pres¬ 
sure, humidity, radiation levels 
and other attributes. Such an 
environment can be replicated 
in a habitation module. Such a 
habitation module should be 
possible on the Moon and 
Mars. The thought is to build a 
mini-city on the Moon or a 
Lunar base with houses (or 
habitation modules) where 
humans live, together with 
support infrastructure like a 
power generation grid, com¬ 
munication network and vehi- 
cles for surface mobility. 
Between Moon and Mars, the 
Moon seems to be a preferred 
destination for a permanent 
base. This is because Mars is 
too far away - about 1000 
times compared to the Moon - 
and has a long round trip travel 
time (of at least 1 year) from 
Earth. The journey to the 
Moon, in contrast, can be tra¬ 
versed in 3 days, provided a 


powerful launch vehicle is 
available. 

But, there is one glitch. In 
order to rationalize costs, two 
fundamental human needs, 
water and oxygen, need to be 
available from lunar materials 
and a fundamental logistics re¬ 
quirement, rocket fuel, needs 
to be extracted and produced 
on the Moon. Transporting wa¬ 
ter, oxygen or rocket fuel from 
Earth would exponentially in¬ 
crease costs to untenable lev¬ 
els. Thus, for the lunar base to 
be cost effective, the availabil¬ 
ity of water on the moon is crit¬ 
ical. A deposit of lunar water 
can provide for all three needs. 

This is why Chandrayaan-2 
was so important. 

Chandrayaan-2 would 
have provided information re¬ 
lated to location of water ice 
deposits in permanently shad¬ 
owed craters on the Moon. This 
will have a bearing on plans by 
NASA and Jeff Bezos’s com¬ 
pany, Blue Origins, to explore 
the Moon. Specifically, the lo¬ 


cation and extent of water ice 
deposits, might prompt further 
robotics missions and technol¬ 
ogy development efforts to ef¬ 
fectively extract, transport and 
store the water. 

ft has been a huge journey 
for ISRO and for India. From not 
having a Planetary Exploration 
Program in 2000, ISRO was all 
set to soft land on another 
heavenly body. India’s hope 
and aspirations seem to be 
now tied, at least in part, to its 
Space Exploration Programme. 
Going by how well received all 
of ISRO’s missions to the Moon 
and Mars have been so far, it 
seems Space Exploration 
might perhaps become an 
Indian passion, something all 
Indians can agree with and are 
proud of. Failure of one mis¬ 
sion, on this journey, could also 
be one giant learning step. 

Amitabha Ghosh is Chair of 
the Science Operations 
Working Group of the NASA 
Mars Exploration Rover 
Mission. 


Concerned over 
J&K detentions... 
Govt should 
hold polls at 
earliest: US 

“We urge authorities to re¬ 
spect human rights and restore 
access to services such as the 
Internet and mobile networks. 
We look forward to the Indian 
government’s resumption of po¬ 
litical engagement with local 
leaders and the scheduling of 
promised elections at the earli¬ 
est opportunity.” 

This is a clear evolution of the 
US administration’s position, es¬ 
pecially weeks before the Prime 
Minister is scheduled to travel to 
the US for the UN General 
Assembly in New York. 

Friday’s comments - released 
by the US embassy in Delhi - in¬ 
dicate that this approach is very 
different from the US position on 
August 6, when it had said that 
they “take note” that the Indian 
government has described these 
actions as strictly an internal 
matter. 

They had said that they were 
concerned about reports of de¬ 
tentions and urge respect for in¬ 
dividual rights and discussion 
with those in affected commu¬ 
nities. 

Last month, on the sidelines 
of the G-7 meeting in Biarritz in 
France, Modi had said that all is¬ 
sues with Pakistan are bilateral 
and India doesn’t bother any 
other country about them. 
“India and Paldstan were to¬ 
gether before 1947 and I’m con¬ 
fident that we can discuss our 
problems and solve them, to¬ 


gether,” he said. 

Trump had said: “We spoke 
last night about Kashmir, the 
Prime Minister really feels he 
has it under control. They speak 
with Pakistan and I’m sure that 
they will be able to do some¬ 
thing that will be very good... I 


have a very good relationship 
with both the gentlemen (Modi 
and Pakistan Prime Minister 
Imran Khan) and I’m here. I 
think they can do it (resolve the 
issue) themselves.” 

Foreign Secretary Vijay 
Gokhale had said there was no 


discussion on J&K at the meet¬ 
ing between Modi and Trump 
that followed — their second in 
2019, two months after they 
last met in Osaka on the side¬ 
lines of the G-20 summit in 
Japan. 

The discussions on Kashmir 


appear to have taken place at a 
dinner Sunday attended by the 
two leaders and hosted by 
French President Emmanuel 
Macron at the Hotel du Palais. 

Since August 5, when the 
Centre moved to scrap the spe¬ 
cial status granted to J&K under 


Article 370 and bifurcate the 
state into two Union 
Territories, the US administra¬ 
tion’s statements have been 
carefully crafted. 

On August 5, Ortagus said, 
“We are concerned about re¬ 
ports of detentions and urge re¬ 
spect for individual rights and 
discussion with those in af¬ 
fected communities.” She also 
called on “all parties to main¬ 
tain peace and stability along 
the Line of Control”. 

On August 8, the US said 
that it is “closely following” the 
situation and noted the 
broader implications of these 
developments, including the 
potential for increased instabil¬ 
ity in the region. The US said it 
supported “direct dialogue be¬ 
tween India and Pakistan” and 
called “for calm and restraint”. 

On August 19, three days af¬ 
ter the UNSC informal consul¬ 
tations, Trump spoke with 
Modi and conveyed the impor¬ 
tance of reducing tension in the 
region. 

On August 20, US Defence 
Secretary Mark T Esper spoke 
to Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh and “appreciated India’s 
position that the recent devel¬ 
opments in J&K are an internal 
matter of India”. 

It was the first time the US 
referred to the Kashmir situa¬ 
tion as an “internal matter”. 
Russia was the first UNSC per¬ 
manent member to underline 
that the changes have been car¬ 
ried out “within the framework 
of the Constitution of the 
Republic of India”. 

On August 22, Trump sug¬ 
gested — for the third time in a 
month — that he will do his 
best to “mediate” on the 
Kashmir issue. 


AIRCEL-MAXISCASE 

Court adjourns proceedings sine die 


EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE 

NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER6 


A DELHI court on Friday ad¬ 
journed proceedings in the 
Aircel-Maxis case involving sen¬ 
ior Congress leader and former 
Union Minister P Chidambaram 
and his son Karti sine die, noting 
that the CBI and the ED were 
seeking repeated adjournments. 

Special judge O P Saini ad¬ 


journed the matter without giv¬ 
ing any date for further hearing, 
saying that the prosecution may 
approach the court as and when 
the probe is complete. The mat¬ 
ter was listed for arguments on 
the cognizance of chargesheet in 
the case. 

Solicitor General Tushar 
Mehta, who appeared for both 
CBI and ED, filed an application, 
seeking deferment of the pro¬ 
ceedings. He submitted that let¬ 


ters rogatory have been sent to 
different countries and the re¬ 
sponse to them was awaited. 

Special Judge Saini said in his 
order, "Since further investigation 
is pending since long and the 
prosecution has been seeking ad¬ 
journment, it would be in the in¬ 
terest of justice, if the instant case 
is adjourned sine dine, with lib¬ 
erty to the prosecution to get re¬ 
vived as soon as it is able to com¬ 
plete the investigation on 


collection of further evidence 
and/or receipt of response of let¬ 
ters rogatory. Adjourning the 
matter sine dine would save the 
time of the court and that of the 
prosecutors and investigators 
also." 

The judge on Thursday 
granted relief to the 
Chidambarams in the Aircel- 
Maxis case while noting that the 
allegations against them were 
"not of a grave magnitude". 


74-YR-OLD DELIVERS TWINS 

‘We had to take lot of precautions...we 
continuously monitored her health’ 


EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE 

HYDERABAD, SEPTEMBER6 


“THE ADVANCED age of Y 
Mangayamma was our main con¬ 
cern, but she is healthy and does 
not suffer from any diseases like 
diabetes or hypertension. The 
couple was also determined to 
have a child and were prepared 
for all kinds of tests and extended 
hospitalisation. That made it easy 
for us,” said Dr Sannakayala 
Umashankar, who headed the 


team of four doctors that per¬ 
formed the In-Vitro Fertilisation 
(IVF) on the 74-year-old woman 
who delivered twin girls on 
Thursday at the Ahalya Nursing 
Home in Guntur. 

According to doctors, 
Mangayamma set a new world 
record of being the oldest woman 
to deliver twins. Dr Umashankar 
said it took seven months to pre¬ 
pare themselves and the couple 
for the IVF procedure. “We had to 
take a lot of precautions consid¬ 
ering her age. We continuously 


monitored her health after she 
was admitted to the hospital this 
January...We also provided the 
couple psychological counselling 
because neighbours and people 
around them will talk a lot about 
it and discourage them,” he said. 

As Mangayamma had crossed 
the menopausal stage, the team 
of doctors performed a surgery 
and inserted a uterus from an¬ 
other woman donor. “Only after 
she recovered well from this sur¬ 
gery, we decided to go ahead with 
the IVF,” a hospital official said. 


Mangayamma was married 
to Y Raja Rao, a farmer from 
Nelapratipadu in East Godavari 
district, in 1962. “In spite of being 
married for 57 years, the couple 
did not have children. They went 
to several doctors and hospitals all 
over Andhra Pradesh. They even 
went for a IUI and IVF once at 
Chennai, but it failed. Here, IVF 
was successful in the first at¬ 
tempt,” Dr Umashankar said. 

Doctors conducted a C-section 
recently and Mangayamma de¬ 
livered the twins. 


2002 GUJARAT RIOTS 

State to table final part of Nanavati 
panel report in budget session 


EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE 

AHMEDABAD, SEPTEMBER 6 

THE GUJARAT government on 
Friday told the High Court 
that it will table Justice 
G T Nanavati and Justice Akshay 
Mehta Commission’s final report 
on the 2002 Gujarat riots during 
the Assembly’s budget session. 

The final report was handed 
over by the commission to the 
then Chief Minister Anandiben 
Patel in November 2014, months 
after Narendra Modi became the 
Prime Minister that year. The 
statement by the state govern¬ 
ment, through advocate general 
Kamal Trivedi, was submitted in 
response to a PIL filed by 
retired DGP R B Sreekumar on 


August 30. 

Advocate General Kamal 
Trivedi’s statement said, “While 
categorically denying all the 
averments and allegations of the 
petitioner, it is stated that Part-I 
of the Report of Justices 
Nanavati-Mehta Commission 
has already been tabled on 
25.09.2009 (sic) in the 
Legislative Assembly and it has 
already been decided to table 
Part-II of the said report in the 
ensuing budget session...” 

The first part of the report 
that mainly dealt with the case 
was handed over to then Chief 
Minister Narendra Modi in 
September 2008, and was tabled 
in the state assembly immedi¬ 
ately. It gave a clean chit to Modi 
and his government. 


UNNAO RAPE CASE 

Apex court gives CBI 2 more weeks 
to complete probe on accident 


New Delhi: The Supreme Court 
on Friday gave the CBI two more 
weeks to complete the probe in 
the road accident case involving 
the Unnao rape victim and for fil¬ 
ing a chargesheet in the gan¬ 
grape case lodged by her mother. 
The top court also gave the ses¬ 
sions judge, to whom it had 


transferred the five cases related 
to the rape victim, more time 
as sought by him to complete 
the trial. 

In a report to the bench of 
Justices Deepak Gupta and 
Aniruddha Bose, the judge had 
sought separate period of exten¬ 
sion in each of the cases. ENS 


Free Metro rides for women: If you give freebies, we will stop you, SC tells Delhi govt 


EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE 

NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER6 

THE SUPREME Court, on Friday, 
cautioned the Arvind Kejriwal- 
led Delhi government over its 
plan to provide free Metro rides 
to women, and warned it would 
intervene if “public money” is 
used to provide “sops and free¬ 
bies” that hurt the financial 
health of the Delhi Metro Rail 
Corporation. 


Overruling the state's objec¬ 
tions, a bench of Justice Arun 
Mishra and Justice Deepak 
Gupta also ordered that it will 
have to bear operational losses 
“as Metro is a conveyance 
within the state”. 

“If you will allow people to 
travel for free, then the Delhi 
Metro may go into loss. If you 
will give freebies, we will stop 
you... Do not give sops, it is pub¬ 
lic money,” said the bench while 
hearing the matter of construc¬ 


tion of Phase IV. 

“If you allow people to travel 
free, it will be a problem, if you 
give freebies, there will be a 
problem,” observed Justice 
Gupta. 

Justice Mishra stated the 
court would be forced to inter¬ 
vene if government policies af¬ 
fect the Metro’s financial health. 
“You are handling public money. 
Court is not powerless to order 
proper channelisation of funds,” 
he told the counsel appearing 


for the Delhi government. 

The court said the state was 
bound to ensure its policies 
don’t adversely affect the Metro. 

“The GNCTD (Government 
of National Capital Territory of 
Delhi) is bound to ensure finan¬ 
cial health of DMRC is main¬ 
tained properly and no steps are 
taken so it may run into loss,” 
the court said. 

Commenting on the pro¬ 
posal for free rides, the court re¬ 
marked that “on one hand you 


want to give freebies. You also 
want the Centre to bear opera¬ 
tional losses”. 

The reference was to the 
state’s stand that the Centre 
should share any future opera¬ 
tional losses that may be suf¬ 
fered by the DMRC as well as the 
land costs for the project. 

The differences had delayed 
the project. However, on July 12, 
the top court ordered that it be 
executed without any further 
delay. 


Additional Solicitor General 
A N S Nadkarni, appearing for 
the Centre, told the bench Friday 
that as per the revised policy of 
2017, it could not share the costs 
and that any deviation in one 
state might lead to similar de¬ 
mands from other states too. 

On the question of repay¬ 
ment of loan to Japan 
International Cooperation 
Agency, the court said “the Metro 
can't bear this cost once you start 
giving sops and freebies”. 
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The City 


Gaikwad named 
Mumbai Congress 
acting president 


EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE 

MUMBAI,SEPTEMBER6 

THE CONGRESS on Friday 
named former MP Eknath 
Gaikwad as its acting president 
for the party’s Mumbai unit, re¬ 
lieving former Union minister 
Milind Deora from the post. 
Gaikwad was already serving as 
the working president of the city 
unit. 

Following the resignation of 
Rahul Gandhi as the party na¬ 
tional president and losses in the 
Lok Sabha polls, Deora had re¬ 
signed as the Mumbai unit pres¬ 
ident on July 7. On Friday, the 
Congress high command finally 
accepted his offer. 

“I am happy that my pending 
resignation as President, 
Mumbai Congress has been ac¬ 
cepted,” Deora tweeted. “I am 
grateful to [the] Congress for 
having been given the opportu¬ 
nity to serve Mumbai. I wish 



Eknath Gaikwad and 
Milind Deora 


Eknath Gaikwadji my very best,” 
he added. 

Deora, known to be close to 
Rahul, had replaced Sanjay 
Nirupam in March, just before 
the Lok Sabha polls. The party 
had failed to win a single seat in 
Mumbai for the second consec¬ 
utive time. 

The change of guard comes 
at a time when the party’s 
screening committee for the 
state polls has been meeting to 
finalise the names of the proba¬ 
bles for the 288 seats in the state. 
Elections in Maharashtra is set 
to take place in October, with the 


model code of conduct expected 
to kick in mid-September. 

In an official statement, the 
party said, “The party appreci¬ 
ates the contribution of the out¬ 
going president of Mumbai 
Regional Congress Committee, 
Milind Deora.” 

Sources said the party plans 
to release the first list of proba¬ 
bles, which would mostly in¬ 
clude sitting MLAs, by 
September 10. The Congress and 
NCP have so far finalised a seat¬ 
sharing pact for 224 out of the 
288 seats. 

Meanwhile, speculations of 
former Maharashtra minister 
Harshavardhan Patil switching 
over to the BJP intensified on 
Friday after he called upon Chief 
Minister Devendra Fadnavis. The 
Congress and NCP are yet to ar¬ 
rive a seat-sharing arrangement 
for Patil’s native Indapur seat in 
Pune, which is at present repre¬ 
sented by his political rival from 
NCP, Dattatray Bharne. 


BMC to extend Rs 400-cr help to BEST 


EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE 

MUMBAI,SEPTEMBER6 


THE BRIHANMUMBAI 
Municipal Corporation has pro¬ 
posed to give Rs 400 crore to the 
ailing Brihanmumbai Electricity 
Supply and Transport (BEST) to 
pay off wages to workers. 

A proposal in this regard will 
be tabled before the civic body’s 
Standing Committee for ap¬ 
proval, officials said. The pro¬ 
posal, officials added, would 
also mention the increasing 


capital expenditure owing to 
mega projects and point out 
that the BEST has not fulfilled 
certain conditions. 

The civic body has already 
extended a financial help of 
around Rs 1,700 crore to BEST 
to help it clear loans and im¬ 
prove transport services by 
adding more buses to its fleet 
and reducing fare. 

The Rs 400-crore aid, offi¬ 
cials said, will be in additional 
to the amount it has already 
given to BEST. 

With this BMC’s financial 


help to BEST has reached Rs 
2100 crore in last three months. 

“Recently, BEST workers’ 
union had demanded fresh 
wage agreement with the ad¬ 
ministration and threatened to 
go on strike. The union had de¬ 
manded that the wages be re¬ 
vised. This amount would en¬ 
sure help for workers,” an 
official from the BMC said. 

Of the Rs 400 crore, the civic 
body will, however, deduct Rs 
21 crore, which BEST was sup¬ 
posed to return against a loan it 
had taken. 



Fifth Day Of Ganesh Chaturthi 

Devotees immerse an idol of Ganesh on the fifth day of Ganesh Chaturthi at Girgaum 
Chowpatty, on Friday. Nirmal Harindran 


Woman tips off cops, gets mother 
among four arrested for abduction 


SAGAR RAJPUT 

MUMBAI,SEPTEBMER6 


A 15-YEAR-OLD girl, who was al¬ 
legedly kidnapped at the age of 
seven and forced into prostitu¬ 
tion, has been rescued by the 
police after being tipped off by 
the daughter of the alleged kid¬ 
napper. 

The police on Sunday raided 
a brothel in the city and arrested 
four persons, including the 
women, who had allegedly kid¬ 
napped the girl in 2011 from a 
railway station. 

“The kidnapping had taken 
place when the girl, along with 
her mother, were about to board 
a train. While the girl, then 
seven, managed to board the 
train, the mother was left be¬ 
hind. The accused woman ap¬ 
proached the girl on the train. 
She allegedly offered her a 
chocolate and under the pretext 


of taking her to her mother, took 
the girl to her residence,” said an 
officer. 

The woman later took the 
girl to her family in Jaipur, where 
she was allegedly made to do 
household work. “The whole 
family is involved in flesh trade. 
The girl was first made to work 
in a farmhouse the family 
owned. She was later pushed 
into prostitution,” said a senior 
officer. 

The 23-year-old daughter of 
the accused met the girl during 
a visit to Jaipur in 2017. The 
daughter works at a dance bar, 
said police. 

“Two years ago, when the 
daughter visited the family in 
Jaipur, she met the girl, who told 
her about her ordeal. She did not 
believe her initially. So, she sent 
a fake customer to her mother, 
who was in turn sent to the girl. 
Following this, the daughter 
confronted the accused, who 


then promised to let the girl go,” 
said the officer. 

However, when the daugh¬ 
ter visited Jaipur again two 
weeks ago, she found that the 
girl was still there. The daughter 
then took the girl to her Mumbai 
house and informed the police. 
A kidnapping case under Indian 
Penal Code and Protection of 
Children from Sexual Offences 
Act was registered against her 
mother and uncle. 

Following this, the brothel 
where the accused worked was 
raided and she was arrested 
along with her brother and two 
other women. 

“The girl is currently staying 
at a remand home. We are 
struggling to locate her parents, 
as she cannot recollect their 
names and address,” said the of¬ 
ficer. A team has been sent to 
Rajathan, as it is believed that 
more people are involved in the 
racket. 


State to change 
regulations for 
construction 
inside BKC 

Pushes for more FSI for residential 
construction on MHADA-owned land 


SANDEEPASHAR 

MUMBAI,SEPTEMBER6 

THE STATE government has pro¬ 
posed a change in regulations 
governing construction activity in 
the Bandra Kurla Complex (BKC) 
for allowing additional buildable 
area for lands owned by the state- 
run Maharashtra Housing and 
Area Development Authority 
(MHADA) inside Mumbai’s pre¬ 
mier business district. 

While constmctions on such 
MHADA-owned lands are per¬ 
mitted to utilise a total floor space 
index (FSI) of 1.5 to 2 at present, 
the proposed modification, once 
implemented, will increase it to 
FSI of 3. 

FSI is a development tool that 
determines the extent of con¬ 
struction permissible on a plot. It 
is the ratio of the buildable area of 
the plot to the total plot area. In 
simple terms, a FSI of 3 means that 
the builder is permitted to build 
up to three times the plot area. 

The chief minister-led Urban 
Development Department has is¬ 
sued a notification about of the 
proposed modification, inviting 
suggestions and objections from 
the public before implementing 
the move. 

According to the notification, 
a new section is proposed to be in¬ 
serted in the development control 
regulations (DCR) for BKC, extend¬ 
ing floor space indices prescribed 
in the Development Control and 
Promotion Regulations, 2034, of 
the Mumbai municipality to such 
MHADA-owned areas. 


The BKC area, which was no¬ 
tified as a special planning zone 
under the Mumbai Metropolitan 
Area Development Authority in 
March, 1977, is governed by its 
own DCR, which is independent 
of Mumbai’s DCPR-2034. 

According to its existing pro¬ 
visions, residential construction 
on MHADA-owned lands within 
the district can be carried out with 
an FSI of 1.5 for lands leased after 
March 1977 and FSI of 2 for those 
leased earlier. 

With Mumbai’s new DCPR- 
2034, which came into force last 
September, enhancing the over¬ 
all FSI for residential construction 
inside MHADA-owned colonies 
in the rest of Mumbai to FSI of 3, 
sources said that some building 
industry giants had been pushing 
for a hike in the FSI levels even 
within the district. 

Sources said MHADA owns 
large land parcels in three blocks 
within the business district. The 
move comes at a time when two 
leading real estate firms are un¬ 
dertaking redevelopment proj¬ 
ects on these lands. 

The notification issued by the 
Urban Development Department 
also mentions that the Mumbai 
municipal commissioner himself 
had supported the modification. 

Ironically, sources said that 
MHADA officials had pointed 
out that the ongoing redevelop¬ 
ment projects in question were 
slum redevelopment projects, 
and that the regulation govern 
redevelopment of properties in 
MHADA-owned colonies else¬ 
where. 
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BID TO RENT OUT FORTS TO PROMOTE TOURISM 

Oppn opposes move: ‘Insult to 
Shivaji Maharaj, his followers’ 

Have no plan to touch ASI-protected heritage forts, some 
people politicising issue, instigating sentiments: BJP 


EXPRESS NEWSSERVICE 

MUMBAI,SEPTEMBER6 


THE OPPOSITION on Friday 
joined hands to target the BJP 
over its move to lease out some 
of the forts in state for tourism 
development. Rattled by the of¬ 
fensive, the ruling party went 
into a counter offensive. 

On September 3, Devendra 
Fadnavis-led cabinet had ap¬ 
proved a revised tourism policy 
for Maharashtra, which included 
proposal of renting out forts to 
private tourism developers and 
hoteliers on lease basis. 

While the new policy men¬ 
tions that the move would not ap¬ 
ply to historical forts that exist on 
the protected monuments list of 
the Archaeological Survey of India, 
Opposition parties, mindful of the 
upcoming assembly polls, linked 
the move to commercialisation of 
forts built by Maratha warrior 
king Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj. 

The Maratha community, 
which accounts for about 32 per 
cent of the state’s population, is 
politically the most dominant in 
Maharashtra. While it has tradi¬ 
tionally favoured the Congress 
and the NCP, the BJP has made 
deep inroads into the commu¬ 
nity, especially with the move to 
provide reservations to the 
Marathas in education and jobs. 

The NCP was the first to hit 


out at the government over the 
issue. Invoking the Maratha war¬ 
rior king, NCP’s legislative party 
leader and former deputy chief 
minister Ajit Pawar said, “The 
forts depict the rich legacy of 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj. 
Renting them out is an insult to 
him and his followers. The rul¬ 
ing party first used his name for 
political reasons and is now us¬ 
ing it for earning more. We 
strongly condemn the move.” 
Other NCP leaders, including 
party’s MPs Amol Kolhe and 
Supriya Sule, Maharashtra NCP 
president Jayant Patil, and 
Leader of Opposition in the 
Legislative Council Dhananjay 
Munde, among others, also fired 
salvos at the government. 

The Congress also criticised 
the move with party’s senior 
leaders also linking the move 
to Maratha history and target¬ 
ing the government. Raj 
Thackeray-led MNS also hit out 
at the government, with party 
leader Anil Shidore accusing 
the BJP of “commercialising” 
the pride of Marathas. 

The state’s Tourism depart¬ 
ment issued a clarification, say¬ 
ing the policy made it clear that 
the local flora and fauna and the 
aesthetic value of fort premises 
will be protected and that no 
permanent constructions in the 
forts will be allowed. 

“There is no plan to touch 


heritage forts that have histori¬ 
cal value and are protected un¬ 
der the ASI. There is no question 
of renting out forts that reflect 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj’s 
history. We have already ear¬ 
marked Rs 500 crore for their re¬ 
pairs and maintenance. Some 
people are politicising the issue 
and instigating the sentiments 
of people,” Tourism Minister 
Jaykumar Rawal said. 

Tourism department 
Secretary Vinita Vaid Singhal 
also denied plans to make such 
premises available in the venue 
market. “Social events that fit 
into the fabric of Maharashtra’s 
political life will be allowed. 
There is no question of renting 
out the place as a wedding 
venue,” she said. 

Incidentally, BJP’s Rajya 
Sabha MP and Shivaji’s descen¬ 
ded, Sambhaji Raje, also came 
out in opposition to the move of 
leasing out forts. He even called 
on Chief Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis over the issue on Friday. 

Fadnavis on Friday also said 
there was no such proposal to 
open historical forts for com¬ 
mercial activities. 

“The government has and 
will continue to always safeguard 
and protect all historic forts from 
Chhatrapati Shivaji era or any re¬ 
lated establishments of histori¬ 
cal heritage in Maharashtra,” the 
chief minister said. 


After parts of road cave in, Tamhini ghat 
area closed for traffic during night 


EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE 

PUNE, SEPTEMBER 6 


THE MOVEMENT of heavy vehi¬ 
cles during night hours has been 
stopped in Tamhini ghat area as 
large parts of the stretch have 
caved in due to heavy rainfall. The 
road has also seen frequent land¬ 
slides after a spell of heavy rain. 

Tamhini ghat connects 


Mulshi area in Pune to Kolad in 
Konkan. It’s also used by tourists 
who visit the scenic ghat and 
the local wildlife sanctuary dur¬ 
ing monsoon. The area, which 
is part of the catchment area of 
Mulshi dam, is among areas in 
India that have received very 
high rain this monsoon. 

Pune Rural Police officers said 
the stretch has caved in at several 
spots, including near Nive village, 


and this has prompted local au¬ 
thorities to block the movement 
of heavy vehicles in the night “The 
road caved in by a few feet last 
night. We stopped all vehicular 
traffic for a few hours and opened 
the road for traffic in the morning. 
But, to avoid any untoward inci¬ 
dent, the road has been closed for 
heavy vehicles in the night,” said 
Police Inspector Ashok Dhumal of 
Paud police station. 


ASSEMBLY POLLS 

Allotted only 8 seats, AIMIM 
calls off alliance with VBA 


In July, the Asaduddin Owaisi-led party had laid claim to close to 80 seats 


ZEESHAN SHAIKH 

MUMBAI,SEPTEMBER6 


THE AIMIM announced on 
Friday that it was breaking off its 
alliance with the Prakash 
Ambedkar-led Vanchit Bahujan 
Aghadi (VBA) after being allot¬ 
ted only eight seats to contest in 
the Assembly polls. 

The alliance was formed 
ahead of the Lok Sabha elections 
earlier this year to consolidate 
Dalit and Muslim votes and up¬ 
end the prevalent caste arith¬ 
metic of Maharashtra politics. 

Earlier this week, Ambedkar 
is said to have conveyed to the 
AIMIM that the VBA’s parlia¬ 
mentary board had decided to 
allot it only eight seats. In July, 
the AIMIM had laid claim to 
close to 80 seats, which it was in¬ 
terested to contest on. 

“We could not reach a com¬ 
fortable and respectable figure 
of seat distribution despite talks. 
VBA conveyed that it could allot 
only eight of the 288 Assembly 
seats to us. This is simply unac¬ 
ceptable and unjustified, as the 
list of seats does not even in¬ 
clude the Aurangabad Central 
Lok Sabha constituency, which 
AIMIM had won in the 2014 
state polls," party state president 
Imtiaz Jaleel said in a statement. 

Jaleel was the sitting MLA 
from Aurangabad Central seat 
before winning the Lok Sabha 
polls from Aurangabad con¬ 
stituency —the lone seat that the 
alliance had won earlier this year. 



We could not reach a comfortable and respectable 
figure of seat distribution despite talks. VBA 
conveyed that it could allot only eight of the 
288 Assembly seats to us. This is simply 
unacceptable and unjustified... 

Imtiaz Jaleel, maharashtra aimim president 


Till we receive an intimation from AIMIM president 
Asaduddin Owaisi that that the alliance is off, we are 
of the belief that the association still stands 

PRAKASH AMBEDKAR-LED VBA IN A RELEASE 


“We respect and honour 
Ambedkarji. We wish him and 
the VBA good luck. Irrespective 
of our alliance, we are commit¬ 
ted and will continue to take up 
issues faced by the weaker sec¬ 
tions of the society,” Jaleel said. 

AIMIM leaders claimed that 
in spite of the party’s repeated 
requests to Ambedkar to for¬ 
malise the seat-sharing arrange¬ 
ment, the latter refrained from 
expediting the talks. 

While Ambedkar was not 
available for comments, the 
VBA issued a statement saying 
that the AIMIM is yet to offi¬ 
cially intimate it about the de¬ 
velopment. The VBA claimed 


that the AIMIM had sent it a list 
of 17 seats, which it was inter¬ 
ested to contest. 

“Till we receive an intimation 
from AIMIM president 
Asaduddin Owaisi that that the 
alliance is off, we are of the belief 
that the association still stands,” 
the VBA said in the release. 

In the mn-up to the 2019 Lok 
Sabha elections in Maharashtra, 
the Congress had tried hard to 
have Ambedkar as an ally. 
However, Ambedkar decided to 
contest all the 48 seats on his 
own along with AIMIM. 

Though VBA won only one 
seat, it ate into the vote share of 
the Opposition alliance and af¬ 


fected the electoral outcome in at 
least nine Lok Sabha seats, which 
the Congress and NCP combine 
lost. The VBA candidates received 
close to 41 lakh votes. 

While VBA’s performance 
was lauded, the alliance was 
under stress during the Lok 
Sabha elections. 

Ambedkar had unilaterally 
announced that the VBA candi¬ 
date for Aurangabad would be 
former high court judge B G 
Kolse Patil. The move had irked 
the AIMIM rank and file in 
Aurangabad, which has a sub¬ 
stantial Muslim population and 
where the party enjoys a sup¬ 
port base. 

The AIMIM had to put pres¬ 
sure on Ambedkar to change the 
candidate after Jaleel threatened 
to quit the party. After Jaleel won, 
he was subsequently made the 
AIMIM state president. The 
strained relationship between 
Jaleel and Ambedkar also seem 
to have played a role in the al¬ 
liance being called off. 

The AIMIM had made an 
electoral entry into state politics 
in 2014 when it had put up 24 
candidates. Two of its candidates 
had won and the party had man¬ 
aged to poll 4.89 lakh votes. 
Since then, it has gradually been 
expanding its footprint in 
Maharashtra and has over 120 
corporators and councillors 
across various cities and towns. 

Sources said the party is 
looking at around 20 seats 
where it is confident of making 
an impact in the state elections. 


Heavy rain 
forecast: PM’s 
Nagpur visit 
postponed 

VIVEKDESHPANDE 

NAGPUR,SEPTEMBER6 


PRIME MINISTER Narendra 
Modi’s Nagpur visit, scheduled for 
Saturday, has been put on hold 
due to inclement weather, a press 
statement issued by the 
MahaMetro, which is executing 
the project, on Friday stated. Modi 
was to inaugurate Reach 3 of 
Nagpur Metro and address a pub¬ 
lic meeting during his visit here. 

The press release stated that 
due to the heavy rain forecast by 
the Meteorological department, 
the Prime Minister’s visit to 
Nagpur on September 7 has 
been cancelled. The new date for 
the inauguration of the Metro 
line is yet to be announced. 

Meanwhile, some videos, 
widely shared in the social me¬ 
dia, claimed to have purportedly 
“exposed the under-prepared¬ 
ness” at one of Metro stations. 
The videos, accessed by The 
Indian Express, reportedly 
showed that water had accumu- 
lated at a station after heavy 
rainfall lashed the city Friday. 

“About a week ago, the police 
had informally informed the CM’s 
office about under-preparedness 
at the Munje square station in 
Sitabuldi area. It is a very crowded 
place and hence it should be 
dropped from the (PM’s) pro¬ 
gramme. Today, heavy rains com¬ 
pletely exposed it (the under-pre- 
paredness),” a senior police 
official told The Indian Express. 

The PM was scheduled to 
take a ride of the Metro from 
Subhash Nagar station to Munje 
Square station on Reach 3 seg¬ 
ment during his visit. 


3 feared drowned, 125 evacuated as heavy rain lashes Vidarbha 


EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE 

NAGPUR, SEPTEMBER 6 


AMID HEAVY rain that lashed 
east Vidarbha on Friday, three in¬ 
cidents of drowning were re¬ 
ported from different parts of 
the region.While more than 125 


persons were evacuated in 
Chandrapur and Gadchiroli dis¬ 
tricts, more people are believed 
to be stuck and attempts were 
being made to rescue them. 

Two persons were reportedly 
drowned at Armori and 
Chamorshi in Gadchiroli district 
on Friday. However, Collector 


Shekhar Singh refused to con¬ 
firm the deaths. “We have not yet 
recovered the bodies and so can't 
confirm deaths,” Singh said. 

Another person was report¬ 
edly drowned in Bramhapuri 
tahsil of Chandrapur district. 

At Aratatondi village in 
Wadsa tahsil, more than 100 


people were rescued from flood- 
like situation while the same 
number of people were believed 
to be stuck. “They are not ready 
to go out, but the situation is un¬ 
der control,” Singh said. 

The entire Bhamragarh tahsil 
was cut off from the district head¬ 
quarter due to flooded Parlkota 


and Indravati rivers, Singh said. 

In Nagbhid tahsil of 
Chandrapur district, 13 people 
were rescued from flood waters 
near Bamni village. 

With very heavy shower 
alert being sounded for 
Saturday, officials are gearing up 
for more exigencies. 
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Progress of Mission 


frr^T 7T3R. 3*7 WT! 


Number of SH Gs - 4.06 Lakh 

Household Covered under M5RLM - 43,56 Lakh 

Comm unity Fund disbursed - 524 Cf. 

SHGs Credit accessed th rough banks - 5249.50 C r 

Livelihoods Interventions started by families - 7.50 Lakh 
Women Farmers * 4.95 Lakh 

Pauttiy -1.76 Lakh 

Goat roaring * 2.46 Lakh 


Fishery 

Vegetable Cultivation 
Floriculture 

Income generated through Livelihoods 
Interventions 

Placement under DDU-GKY 
Employment under RSET1 


- 0.21 

- 1.33 Lakh 
- 0,92 Lakh 


- 713,16 Cr. 


-1.15 Lakh 
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3 more arrested in Pansare murder case 

Trio was present for meeting in Belgaum to hatch murder conspiracy: SIT 


EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE 

PUNE, SEPTEMBER 6 


THE SPECIAL investigation team 
(SIT) probing the murder of 
Communist leader Govind 
Pansare has arrested three more 
persons — Sachin Andure (32) of 
Aurangabad, Amit Baddi (20) 
and Ganesh Miskin (30), both 
from Hubli in Karnataka — in 
connection with the case. 

Andure was earlier arrested 
by the Central Bureau of 
Investigation in connection with 
the murder of Dr Narendra 
Dabholkar in Pune. He and 
Sharad Kalaskar allegedly shot 



Communist leader Govind 
Pansare was killed in 2015. 


the ainti-superstition activist 
dead in Pune in August 2013. 

Baddi and Miskin were ear¬ 
lier arrested by the Karnataka 
Police in the murder case of jour¬ 
nalist Gauri Lankesh. They were 


also probed by the Maharashtra 
Police’s Anti-Terrorism squad in 
connection with Nallasopara 
arms haul case. 

Two assailants had opened 
fire at Govind Pansare and his 
wife Uma while the couple was 
returning home from their 
morning walk in Kolhapur on 
February 16,2015. Pansare had 
died while undergoing treat¬ 
ment at the hospital on February 
20. Uma sustained a bullet injury 
but survived the attack. 

On Thursday evening, the SIT 
probing the Pansare murder case 
picked up Andure from Yerwada 
Central Prison, while Miskin and 
Baddi were picked up from 


Arthur Road jail in Mumbai. 

The SIT produced the three 
accused before Judicial 
Magistrate (first class) S A Mali 
on Friday. The prosecution has 
alleged that before Pansare was 
murdered, a meeting to hatch 
the murder conspiracy was held 
in Belgaum in February 2015. 
The prosecution alleged that 
Andure, Miskin and Baddi were 
present for that meeting. 

Prosecution lawyer 
Shivajirao Rane sought the cus¬ 
tody of the accused to probe 
their role in Pansare’s murder. 
The court remanded them to the 
custody of SIT till September 16 
for further investigation. 


Nashik Central Jail Earns Rs 13 lakh A Year By Selling Idols 

Convict-turned-master sculptor teaches 
prisoners the art of making Ganesh idols 



Prisoners at work in Nashik Central Jail. 


ZEESHAN SHAIKH 

NASHIK,SEPTEMBER6 


WHEN 32-YEAR-OLD Sagar 
Pawar entered the Nashik 
Central Prison as a convict in 
2017, few could have predicted 
the transformation he would 
undergo in jail. 

Depressed over his eight- 
year conviction in a rape case, 
Pawar found his calling as a mas¬ 
ter sculptor, training prisoners 
double his age the art of design¬ 
ing and developing clay models. 

For this year’s Ganesh 
Chaturthi celebrations, Pawar 
and his dozen-odd apprentices 
started work in January. The 
group, which is dynamic in size 
as people leave after completing 
their sentences and new ones 
join, makes over 1,400 idols 
every year for the Ganesh festiv¬ 
ities. These are sold for anything 
between Rs 500 to Rs 5,000, 
fetching close to Rs 13 lakh in 
revenue for the jail every year. 

There are over 8,000 convicts 
lodged in various jails across 
Maharashtra, of which, around 
1,300 are in Nashik Central Jail. 
Every year, Maharashtra’s pris¬ 
oners generate a revenue of 
close to Rs 30 crore through the 
goods they produce. The wages 
they receive are, however, rela¬ 


tively low with them earning Rs 
55 per day for skilled labour, Rs 
50 for semi-skilled labour and Rs 
40 for unskilled labour. 

As per the prison manual, it is 
mandatory for those who have 
been sentenced to rigorous im¬ 
prisonment for more than two 
years to work in jail. An in-house 
prison committee allots what 
work should be assigned to a pris¬ 
oner. The Nashik jail has a bakery, 
a furniture workshop and a 
weaving unit among other work¬ 
shops where prisoners work. 

In the case of Pawar, who has 
completed his Masters of Fine Arts 
from the J J School of Arts, a chance 
meeting with the jailer gave rise to 
the idea of making sculptures. 


“We had heard that we had 
an artist in our midst. We ap¬ 
proached him and asked him to 
show what he was capable of 
making. He made a small art 
work and we were impressed. 
We then asked him if he would 
want to train others in the art as 
well and he agreed,” Seniorjailer 
Pallavi Kadam said. 

Pawar, who has his origins in 
Pen — famous for its Ganesh idols 
across India — said he willingly 
agreed to the idea. “If you are not 
mentally strong, the prison sys¬ 
tem is such that it can leave a per¬ 
son mentally scarred for life. 
When I came to serve my convic¬ 
tion, I was a nervous wreck. I re¬ 
alised very early that if I did not 


immerse myself in something, 
the prison would get to me.” 

Pawar finds making idols and 
teaching his apprentices thera¬ 
peutic. “Teaching a new skill to 
middle-aged men requires im¬ 
mense patience. It is the lack of 
patience that led me to jail. Being 
a teacher and a trainer has 
taught me the value of patience. 
I hope to become a better hu¬ 
man being when I come out,” 
said Pawar, who is set to com¬ 
plete his sentence in 2021. 

Their works are sold by the j ail 
authorities outside its premises. 
Interestingly, a large number of 
people who come to buy these 
idols remain unaware that these 
had been made by people per¬ 
ceived to be hardened criminals. 

“I came here to buy an idol as 
these are relatively cheaper than 
what are sold in the market. 
Moreover, these idols are made 
from natural clay and not plas¬ 
ter of parties, which is not envi¬ 
ronment friendly,” said Padmaja 
Waikar(19). 

Even as most of the buyers 
head home happy with their 
Ganesh idols, Sagar and his ap¬ 
prentices are only too aware 
that one more year has gone by. 
“The only consolation is that our 
creations bring some joy and 
happiness to those who buy 
them,” Sagar said. 
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Two held for 
strangling, 
running over 
23-yr-old man 


EXPRESS NEWSSERVICE 

MUMBAI,SEPTEMBER6 

TWO PERSONS have been ar¬ 
rested for the murder of a 23- 
year-old man, whose body was 
found near Mithi river in Bandra 
Kurla Complex (BKC) area in 
August, police said. 

The case, earlier believed to 
be a hit-and-run accident, was 
cracked by the police after they 
identified the victim using a mo¬ 
bile phone found on the body, 
police added. 

According to police, Roshan 
Chavan, a resident of Laljipada 
area in Kandivali (west), was as¬ 
saulted and strangled to death by 
five men, who later crushed the 
body with a vehicle to mislead 
the police. 

On September 2, police ar¬ 
rested two accused — Ravi 
Jaiswal (24) and Rahul Gaud (22), 
both residents of Laljipada area. 
Jaiswal and Chavan reportedly 
had a fight over trivial issue a 
week before the latter was mur¬ 
dered, police said. “The men had 
fought over using a common toi¬ 
let in the area. Chavan had even 
slapped Jaiswal’s brother 
Shubham, which angered them,” 
an investigating officer said. 

Jaiswal reportedly hatched a 
plan to eliminate Chavan, follow¬ 
ing which Shubham, along with 
three others, called the 23-year- 
old to a party at Laljipada. “The 
five men got drunk and then took 
a taxi to buy more alcohol from a 
restaurant near the airport,” the 
officer said. 

Jaiswal, who was not present 
at the party, reportedly met the 
five men near the airport and 
took Chavan to a service road 


EASIER IDENTIFICATION BY VISUALLY IMPAIRED 

Internet connection not 
needed to identify 
currency notes on 
cellphone app: RBI to HC 


EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE 

MUMBAI,SEPTEMBER6 

THE RESERVE Bank of India (RBI) 
informed the Bombay High Court 
on Friday that the mobile-based 
app scheduled to be launched on 
November 1 to identify currency 
notes and coins would not require 
an Internet connection. 

On Thursday, the bench had 
asked the RBI how will the app 
function in places where there is 
no Internet connection. 

A bench of Chief Justice 
Pradeep Nandrajog and Justice 
Bharati Dangre were hearing a pe- 
tition filed by the National 
Association for the Blind, seeking 
directions to include distinctive 
features in new coins and notes 
for easier identification by the vi¬ 
sually impaired. 

Senior counsel Venkatesh 
Dhond, appearing for RBI, in¬ 
formed the court on Friday that 
when a visually impaired person 
would hold a note in front of his 
cellphone camera, the app would 
identify the same and inform him. 
No Internet connection would be 
required for this. 

The RBI also maintained that 


Woman jumps 
from 10th floor; 
husband, among 
two arrested 


EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE 

MUMBAI,SEPTEMBER6 

TWO DAYS after a 25-year-old 
woman allegedly committed sui¬ 
cide by jumping off the 10 th floor 
of a building in Borivali, her hus¬ 
band and father-in-law were ar¬ 
rested Thursday. Before jumping 
off the building, police said, the 
woman had sent a message to her 
father complaining that her hus¬ 
band and in-laws tortured her and 
would not allow her to step out of 
the house. They allegedly also de¬ 
manded Rs 2 crore from her. “We 
have leamt that it was due to the 
harassment that the woman 
committed suicide. We have ar¬ 
rested her husband and father-in- 
law,” an officer said. 


it does not intend to change the 
dimension of currency notes in 
near future. On Thursday, the 
bench had asked the RBI why 
was it necessary to change the 
size of the notes. To this, Dhond 
had said that from 1967 to 2019, 
the dimension of notes had 
been changed only once. He 
added that last year, when the 
RBI felt the need to change the 
size and dimension of the notes, 
one reason behind it was to 
make the notes “wallet- 
friendly”. 

A counsel for the Union gov¬ 
ernment told the court the new 
design for coins in the denomi¬ 
nation Rs 20, Rs 10, Rs 2 and Re 
1 will be introduced in 
November and it will carry an 
unique mark, which would help 
the visually impaired identify 
them. 

The court said that while se¬ 
curity features should be main¬ 
tained, it should not cause prob¬ 
lems for the visually impaired, 
as they train themselves to iden¬ 
tify notes and coins by touch. 

The bench adjourned the 
matter to November 4, in the 
view of launch of the app on 
November 1. 


Mumbai-bom researcher invents alternative to Li-ion batteries 

New energy-dense rechargeable batteries could change India’s storage application scenario 


The victim reportedly 
had a fight with one of 
the accused over trivial 
issue a week before he 
was murdered 

outside R-2 ground near Mithi 
river in BKC where the accused 
allegedly beat up Chavan and 
then strangled him to death 
with a piece of cloth, police 
said. Jaiswal, who was a driver 
with an app-based cab service 
company, allegedly ran over 
Chavan’s body with the vehi¬ 
cle to make it seem like a hit- 
and-run accident case, 
police said. 

“Once Chavan was identi¬ 
fied, we went to his residential 
area where locals confirmed 
that Shubham was the last per¬ 
son to be seen with the victim. 
While looking for Shubhan, po¬ 
lice simultaneously scmtinised 
CCTV camera footage of the 
spot (where the body was 
found), which confirmed that 
the five men lulled him,” the of¬ 
ficer said. 

While Shubham could not 
be traced, police started look¬ 
ing for his brother Jaiswal, who 
was traced to Uttar Pradesh 
and brought to BKC police sta¬ 
tion for investigation. 

According to police, Jaiswal 
initially tried to mislead the in¬ 
terrogators but later revealed 
the identities of the four other 
accused, following which 
Gaud, another accused, was ar¬ 
rested on September 2 and 
booked the duo on charges of 
murder. Three other accused 
are absconding. 


ABHAGORADIA 

MUMBAI,SEPTEMBER6 

MUMBAI-BORN SCIENTIST Dr 
Gautam Yadav has invented a 
new high-voltage, energy-dense 
rechargeable manganese diox¬ 
ide (Mn02) zinc|(Zn) battery, 
which could be an alternative to 
Li-ion batteries that have domi¬ 
nated the energy storage land¬ 
scape for decades. 

“High voltages in Li-ion bat¬ 
teries have allowed it to capture 
the electric vehicle, mobile elec¬ 
tronics and grid-storage mar¬ 
kets. Li-ion batteries contain el¬ 
ements which are geopolitically 
sensitive and not common to 
India, so development of energy 
storage technologies has taken a 



The study, conducted by 
Dr Gautam Yadav, and his 
colleagues, was published 
in the journal ‘ACS Energy 
Letters’. 
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19-A, RUKMANI LAKSHMIPATHY ROAD, EGMORE, CHENNAI - 600 008. 
CIN U74999TN1971SGC005967 


lender Notice NI 1 No.iy/UW/UU/ l.Uo.'imm-W, Uf: U3.Uy.ilUiy 

For and on behalf of State Industries Promotion Corporation of Tamil Na'du 

Limited, sealed tenders are invited under "Two Cover System" for the following 
work from Class - 1 State level registered PWD, Highways, National Highways, 
TWAD, CMWSSB or with an equal monitory limit in other Government / Quasi 
Government Organizations having experience in similar nature of works. Tenders 
will be received upto 3.00 P.M. on 10.10.2019 and the same will be opened on 
the same day at 3.30 P.M. 

Name of Work 

Approx, vaiue 
of work 

EMU 

Construction Of PreCast cable DUCT 

including 1M vent box culvert opposite 
to TNEB at SIPCOT Industrial Park, 
Irungattukottai in Kancheepuram District. 

RS.831.29 

Lakhs 

Rs.4,26,000/- 

(Payment by 
Demand Draft in 
favour of SIPCOT 
Ltd., Chennai) 

The tender Schedule can be Downloadec 
www.tenders.tn.gov.in and www.sipcot.in. 

DIPR/3065/Tender/2019 Superil 

[at free of cost from the website 

itending Engineer, SIPCOT, Chennai-8 


NOTICE 

NOTICE is hereby given that my client MR. AJAY 
CHHABRA has lost and/or misplaced the Original 
Indenture of Assignment dated 25th day of July, 1994 
executed by MR. VASU S. SHETTY in favour of MR. 
MOHINDERSINGH MEHERCHAND CHHABRA and MR. 
KISHANLAL MEHERCHAND CHHABRA in respect of 
business of Rajkamal Lunch Home at Besant Court, Opp. 
Sion Railway Station, Mumbai-400022. 

All persons having any claim into or upon the said 
indenture of Assignment whatsoever are hereby required 
to notify the same in writing along with supporting 
documentary evidence by registered post 
acknowledgement due to the undersigned at his office at 
G-5, Mukut, B Wing, 20-B, S.V. Road, Bandra (West), 
Mumbai-400 050, within 14 (fourteen) days from the date 
hereof failing which the claims and/or objections, if any, 
shall be considered as waived or abandoned. 

Dated this 6th day of September, 2019. 

Sd/- 


A</in>aat& dr Solicitor 


IN THE NATIONAL COMPANY LAW TRIBUNAL, 

BENCH, AT MUMBAI 

COMPANY SCHEME APPLICATION NO. 1665 OF 2018 
[C.A. (CAA) 1665/MB.20IB] 

In tot matter af Urte Companies Ad, 2CI1 & 

And 

In mo matter of Application under Sections 230 - 232 and c-focr relevant 
provisions of die Companies Act, 2013. 

And 

In the matter of Strides Chemicals Private Limited [C3N - 
U2429QMH2003FTC133910] a company, inrermratec order the 
Companies Ad oF 1956, having its registered office at Plot No N ■33', 1 N 
59 1 Anand Fvagar MIDC. Additional Amber-afo. Ambernafo lEasi'i 
Thane-421506; 

And 

In the matter of Scheme of Merger between Strides Ohemtoals Private 
Limited f'Transferor Company") and Solara Active Pharma Sciences 
Limited ('Transferee Company'] and the* respective ahareMders 
Strides Chemicals Private Limited ) 

[CIN U24290MH2OQ3PTC138010], a cornoany, incorporated) 
under the CornpaArt of J 956, having i» registered office el) 

Plot No N4$' N4"9-1 Anand Nagar WIDC.AjtfdilionalAmbematli, j 

Ambernath (East), Tharse -421506, )...AppScani Company 

Notice and Advertisement of filing of (he Company Scheme Application 
before the Hon'talc National Company Law Tribunal by the Applicant Company 
Notice is hereby given that by an order dated 6" August, 2019 the Mumbai Bench oF tee 
Hon’ble National Company Law Tribunal rNCLT") has drented that convening and 
holding meetings of the equity shareholders and secured creditors of the Applicant 
Company {"Order!, for the purpose of considering and iF Ihought lit. approving the 
Scheme of Mergeramongsf Strides Chemicals Private Linr led f Applicant Company": 
and Srtara A*±re Pharma Sciences Lin- led {"Transferee Company"! and Iher 
respective shareholders ("Scheme"), pursuant lo lire previs yr.$ cf Sections 230- 232 Of 
tee Companies Ad, 2013 ("Act"; end any other applicable provisions of toe Act, is not 
requires Furthermore, the Hon’bte NCLT has also directed that convening and hrtdirg 
meetings of unsecured erectors, for Ihe purpose of considering and it thought F I 
approving Ihe Scheme, is dispensed with. 

Copy of the Scheme as filed before the Hon'blo NCLT can be obtained free of charge on 
any day (except Saturday. Sunday ar-ti Pubic Holidays) at the registered office oF the 
Applicant Company at Plot No. N-39. 1 M-39-1 .Anand Nagar MIDC, Additional Ambernath. 
Ambernath (East). Thane - 421.5-36, or at ihe offices of is Advocates, Cyril Aroaroharto 
Mangaldas, Advocates S Solicitors at 5 Fleo r Peninsula Chambers, Peninsula Corporate 
Parte Ganpatrao Kadam Marg lower Parel. Mumbai 430 013, 

Any person concerned may fie their representet ons if any. to Ihe Scheme before foe 
NCLT with n 30 days of foe date of foe publication of fo s Notoe in foe newspapers}, and 
submit a copy cf their representations to Ihe Applicant Company at Is registered office at 
Plot Nc N-3S. 1 N-39-1. Anand Nagar MIDC, Additional Ambernath Ambernath (East) 
Thane-421506. 

This Notice is also Milanc on ihe Applicant Company's website at www.sotara .coin The 
above mentioned Scheme will be subjecl to the subsequent appeal of the Hon’ble NCLT, 
Dated fo is 6 day of September. 2G19 

Sd. 1 - 

S. Murali Krishna 
Company Secretary 
Strides Chemicals Private Limited 






Wfl Fvgrrr / Government Of Indie. SRrftef fipTi*r / Department Of Space 
■HNrTlu UJ^TTEJFT VT^RTT/Indian Space Research Organisation 

/ISRO Propulsion Complex 
/Mahcnrfragm - 627 133 


ftsTtori 4T- / AdvBrtisB-m&nt Mo. /anMan^/IPRC/^ff/RIITfflOlfllBI femm/Dated; 67.09.201ft 
‘■iTri-ift f^FT dPlHH £4f^OT ?<‘R| Tip 1 IPF^TT (ST^fSiRsfl I bz forj 2HH 4fij-.H' SfilQO-177500/-) 

4 4 uii Pirn / (-3^film ttott) hv -to '-rdf rtfoi"T; i fry unfl I 

Applicates are invited for the pest of Sctentisl/Engineer 'SC (Industrial -Safety) in Level ID of Pay Matrix ^58HUM77500,'-) at 
ISRO Propulsion Complex (1RRC) totaled atMahendrag ri.Tirunetvali Distinct, Tamil Nadu. 


Code No. 


022 


Discipline 


Aiitrifrim TR3ft 

Industrial Safety 


4ff -riuvji 
No. of Posts 


61 


Essential Qualification 


wrjfoi 4 »£m*r <j-h -sm* (+r<n ririAv/dT w 3*4} affirm 10 
imr am 4 6.5 4? oTT'il i/TMsrri m mar 4ff 4 

Wl.E.i'M-Teoh, in In dustrial Safely in FfretCtass with an aggregate mintmum of 
S-UVo of marks (aggregate cf all semesters/yeare) or CGPAJCPI grading of 
minimum 6.5 &n a 16 point scale 

sfa/AND 

7u -n-ni.'Jte- 4 &$% ^r sim (^4t adl ~ ^) 

afirar m 4 ^ ^ ^ &.S4 % 4teitdte/^oi$ ¥ % wfir 

stfiTH M bh . .f4 5 J Trani 

Pre-eligibility qualification ol B.Ej'fl.Tech. in Mechanical er Chemical engineering in 
+nrsl Class with an aggregate minimurr of 65% of marks (aggregate cf all 
semesters) yeare) or CGPA/CPI gradirtgoffninifnum6.B4ona 10 point scafe 


, d LL ftqriw ir nisn^. alte ^ frr’ htto:fJWw-lorc.gov.fnJ dfe 09.00. 

30,09.2019 ~ ^ ^ /Interested cand dales may visit httpto’www.ipnc gov ini for osla ! ed information 

■guidelines a "to app yinc. The portal will :><? epe-n for aoiiiymc froir 09.D9.2:ft1 S to .20 H. 

flfTRTPrai ('Trtf}/Administrative Officer (Recruitment) 

ISftO PropulsiM Compfen 


backseat, while countries like 
China have benefited tremen¬ 
dously. For renewable energy to 
grow in India and curb its 
pollution problems, 

development of energy storage 
batteries is extremely vital,” 
Yadav said. 

Organic electrolytes, which 
are an important feature of Li- 
ion batteries, allowed for the cre¬ 
ation of high-voltages, however, 
they are also the primary reason 
for its dangerous flammable and 
explosive properties. 

The new batteries exhibit 
high voltages between 2.45-2.8 
V, delivering high capacities 
close to its theoretical value, 
which is a first for aqueous- 
based batteries. 

“Till now there is no aqueous 


Zn-based battery that has 
crossed the 2 V barrier. The en¬ 
ergy density stored by this new 
high-voltage aqueous battery 
can be much higher than the 
currently dominant lithium (Li )- 
ion battery,” Yadav added. 

The new high-voltage 
Mn02|Zn batteries contain raw 
materials that are native to India 
— the country has rich sources 
of manganese, used to make 
Mn02. 

The aqueous nature of the 
battery also reduces its manu¬ 
facturing costs considerably 
which are known to be high for 
Li-ion batteries due to the flam¬ 
mable nature of its electrolyte. 

A statement issued by Yadav 
said that these new highly en¬ 
ergy-dense Mn02|Zn batteries 


c 



OihdtrApmli Bhivaji M4.lB4.raj 

INTEHMATIC/N^L JWPFORT 
KUH&A. 1 


GVK 

Mumbai International Airport Ltd 


INVITATION TOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 


Mumbai International Airport Ltd (MIAL). a joint venture company 

... - 


sanies Act, 1956 and owned by GVK led 
ihatrapati Shivaji M a ha raj International 
h a vucion to transform it into one of the 


prugi 
\D C 


ram me, MIAL intends to 


incorporated under the Com 
consortium, is developing C 
Airport (CSMIA) Mumbai wi 
wodd's best airports. 

As a part o l airport development 
construct u Quarters for AAI at NAD Colony. Sahar, Mumbai,” 
consisting of Two Buildings blocks: Building lype B3 (G Stilt-*- 10 
upper Floors with buslt up area 8.511 sqm having 109 dwell!ng units}, 
and Buildinq type Cl {Q Still+11 upper Floors with built up area 
6.577 sqm navmg 62 dwelling units) with a total built-up area of 
a p proxi mafely 15,0S& Sq m. The scope of work broadly co m pose s of 
all civil works like piling work, earthwork, structural work masonry 
work, plastenng work, flooring work, drainage , plumbing, road & 
fencing work joinary & finishing work, staaS work, painting work, 
waterproofing work, sanitary & plumbing work, firefighting work, 
i nte ma I el ectrical works, extern ai d evelopment, I ifts e tc. 

Eligible firms of repute, having experience in execution of similar 
works irti Mumbai, having Strang credentials and having adequate 
shuttering materials, scaffolding, construction equipment &amp; 
skilled manpowerto execute such work in a timely manner wish good 
quality are invited te submit their EOl for the above said work. 
Interested parties having re leva ni experience may submit their 
Expression oT Interest (EOl) within 7 days of this advertisement with 
their credentials, detailed specifications of product's offered, list cf 
cl ien ts. th e com pan y's tu move r detail s for la st th roe yea rs etc, to the 
below mentioned address In □ sealed envelope to the address 
mentioned below and bo clearly mgrkod as 'Expression of Interest 
for the Construction of Quarters for AAI at NAD Colony, Sahar, 
Mumbai.' 

Address for all communication Samp, submission: 

AYP - Operation Procurement 
Mumbai International Airport Ltd. 

ChhaErapati Shivaji Maharaj International Airport, 

1* Floor, Termlnai-IB, Santacruz-East Mumbai - 400099. India 
Tel: +91 22 6685 0664 (D) 

This invitation fer EOl does nol give rise to any right to the 
prospective suppliers/contractors/firms and is nut an offer or an 
i it vitahen to ntter. M I.A L re serves th e right fo a cce pf or rej ect any or a II 
ihe EOis or modify the terms hereof without assigning any reasons. 
MlAL will not be responsible for loss, non receipt or delay in the 
receipt of any ECU application sent by poster courier 



SML ISUZU LIMITED,idk 

CIN : L501Q1PB19S3PLC005516 
Ftegd Office 4 Works: Village Asnon, Dhstt Shah d Bhagal Singh Kagar 
(Nawanshahr) Punjab -144 533 . Phone : 01881- 270255; Fax: 01-681-270225 
Corporate Office: SCO 2&4-206, Sector 34-A, Cnsndiqarh-ISD 135 
Pham: 0172- 2647700-10. Fax: 0172-2615111 
Email: investors@5mlisuzu.com, Website: WAW.smlisuzu.com 

NOTICE OF 35TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
REMOTE E-VOTING INFORMATION AND BOOK CLOSURE 

Notice is hereby given that ihe 35th Annual General Meeting fAGM r ) of ihe 
Company will be held on Monday, 3bth September, 2019 at 1:00 PJW. at its 
Registered Office S Works st Village As run, Oistt. Shahid Ehagat Singh 
Nagar, (Nawanshahr), Punjab-144 533 to transact the cosiness as sel out in 
the Notice of AGM. 

The Notice of AGM and Annual Report for the financial year 2018-19 has been 
senl m electronic mede to those Members who have registered their e-mail 
address with (he Company / Depository Participants / RTA and to all other 
Members at their registered address in the permitted mode. The 
OammLmcatior relating tp remote ^voting, inter-alia, contain eg user ID Find 
password has also been dispatched to the members. The Company has 
completec the dispatch of Notice of AGM to all members on 6th September, 
201S. The Annual Report inducting Notice of AGM is also available on the 
website of the Company www.sm1isitzu.co m and on the website of NSDL 
www.ev&tina.nsdl.c om. 

In compliance with the provisions of the Companies Act, 2613 inciud ng Rules 
framed ihereuncEr and the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure 
Requirements) Regulations. 2015, the Company is p!eased to provide its 
shareholders the facility 1o exercise their right 1o vote at 35th Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) by electronic means ri respect of resolutions contained m the 
Notice The facility of casting Ihe vote by the members using art electronic 
voting system (/Remole e-voting') will be provided by National Securities 
Depository Limited ("NSDL ). For details relating to remote e-voting, please 
refer to (he Notes forming part of the Notice of AGM. All (he Members are 
informed that: 

1. The business as set forth in Ihe Notice of AGM may be transacted through 
■voting by electronic means. 

2. The remote e-voling facility shall commence on 26th September, 2019 
(9:00 AM). 

3. The re mote e-voting shall end on 29th September, 2019 (5:00 PM), 

4 The cut-off date for detetraining (he eligibility to vote by electron ics means 

or g( AG M is- 23rd September, 2019, 

5. The remote e-volirg shall not bo allowed beyond (he said cafe and time, 
Gnoe the vote on a resolution is cast by the member, iteanoot be changed 
subsequently, 

6 The members who have cast thei r vote by remote e-voting may attend the 
AGM but sha I not ne eligT e to vote at ihe AGM. The facility of voting by 
ballot shall be made available at the meeting for members who have not 
cast their vote by remote e-voting, 

7 A person, whose name apponre n the Register of Members/Beneficial 
Owners as on Lite cut-off date i.e, 23rd September, 2013 only shall he 
entitled to vote, either through remote e-voting or through ha lot paper at 
(he AGM 

3. Any person who acquires shores of Ihe Company and becomes member 
after dispatch of the Notice and holding shares as on cus-cff date i.e, 
23rd September, 2019 may obtain User ID and password by sending a 
request at evofing@nsdl.oo.irt or to the Company's Registrar and Share 
Tra nsfer Agen t at helpd e 5 kdElbi@rr 1 c 5 reaistrars . carn . 

If ihe member is already registered with NSDL for e-voting, then ha/she 
can use his/her existing user ID and password for casting the vote through 
remote*-voting. 

9. In case of any queries relal-ng to voting by electronic means, members 
may refer to Ihe Frequently Asked Questions [FAQs) and e-voling user 
manual at the downloads section of NSDL '5 webs He 
ww w.evatinq.nisdj.c om o r may contact Ms. Pal avi Mhalre, Assistant 
Manager, NSDL, Trade World, A wing r 4tti & 5th Floor. Kamala Mills 
Compound, Lower Parer MumbsMOO 013, Phone No, 322-24994545, 
To I free No 1600-222-990. e *rr a il: pallavi rf@rt sdl . coin . 

Pursuanl to the provisions of Section SI of Ihe Act read with Rules made 
Thereunder and Regulation 42 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure 
Req uirements) Regutotion s. ihe Re gister of Me rabers an d Tran sfe-r Books 
of the Company will be dosed from 21st September, 2019 to 
30th September, 2919 (both days inclusive) for the purpose of AGM and 
payment of d ividend for the financial Yes r ended 31 st March ,201S. 

For SML ISUZU LIMITED 
(PARVE5H MADAM) 

Place: Chandigarh Company Secretary 

Dated; 6th -September. 2019 ACS-31266 


can now “compete or even re¬ 
place Li-ion batteries in applica¬ 
tions like electric cars and mo¬ 
bile electronics, which can put 
India in the forefront of the en¬ 
ergy storage development and 
propel incorporation of more re¬ 
newable sources of energy for 
power generation”. 

The study, conducted by 
Yadav, along with his colleagues 
Damon Turney, Jinchao Huang, 
Xia Wei and Sanjoy Banerjee, 
was published in the journal 
‘ACS Energy Letters’. 

The research work was con¬ 
ducted at the City College of New 
York and was funded by Sandia 
National Labs and the U S 
Department of Energy. 

Commenting on the study, 
Prof Arindam Sarkar of chemi¬ 
cal engineering at IIT-Bombay 
said, “They have used clever 
electro-chemistry in two differ¬ 
ent media to achieve the high 


voltage (one in acidic and an¬ 
other in alkaline) compared to 
normal alkaline battery. 
However, the lifetime of such a 
battery will be very low. I have 
gone through their published 
work in details. The battery will 
work for shorter times.” 

Professor of Energy Sciences 
at IIT Bombay Sagar Mitra said, 
“The aqueous Zn/Mn02 electro¬ 
chemistry is well known as pri¬ 
mary battery chemistry. Making 
the same chemistry reversible 
and enhancing its open-circuit 
voltage to a 2.8V is a great scien¬ 
tific challenge and I believe a 
great achievement has been 
done by the group. Being an ele¬ 
mental lithium and cobalt neu¬ 
tral country, any new chemistry 
with abundant materials and 
comparable battery perform¬ 
ance stability in hot climate 
could change the Indian storage 
application scenario.” 



GCSC/Adm i nJ'Rec ruitirienti'2019/Q1 

Gujarat Council of Science City 

Science Cily Road, Ahmetiabad-380 060 
Tel: 079-29703122 
We bs it&: www.se ity. g uj arat. gov. in, 

E me 11: sc ity a h m eda bad ad@g nna i l co m 


Advertisement far the various posts 

The Gujarat Council of Science City is a registered society, work rig under ihe 
aegis of the Department of Science & Technology, Govt of Gujarat. 

With reference to ou' earlier advertisement Ne.GCSC/ Admin/ Rficruitmund 
2019 /Di for following posts the last date for submission of duly filled 
appl cations on above address is further extended uplo 7th October, 2019 at 
16 ;Q0 hours through R PAD/Speed post 


Sr. No 


1 


Name Of the Post 


Genera; Manage- Administration 


General Manager- Phased 


Ge neral Manager-Phase-11 


Sr. Curator 


No. Of Post 


Of 


Of 


02 


02 


The dete Is of e ligibilily, age, qualification, experience, formal of a ppl ication a nd 
job profile, may Be seen in the detailed advertisement available at the website 
of GCSC (www.sdty.giijaraLgov.in). The applications received after doe date 
Will not be considered under any circumstances. GCSC reserves the right 1o 
cancel the recruitment for a.11/any of Ihe post without giving any reason 
Date: 07/09/2019 Executive Director 


Science City-Connecting Community with Science 


BEFORE THE NATIONAL COMPANY LAW TRIBUNAL. 
BENCH, AT MUMBAI 

COMPANY SCHEME APPLICATION NO, 1671 OF 2018 
[C.A. (CAA) 1671 /MB/201 S| 

In themanerof foe Companies Ad. 2013: 

And 

In the mater ofAp^cation under Sections 230 - 232 of the Companies 
Act, 2013, 

And 

In Ihe matter of Solara Act-ve Pharma Sciences Limned jClN: 
L24230MH2017PLC291636], a company, vtayporalieQ under the 
Ccmpanies Ad o12013, ha^ivg its registered office at 201 Devavrata, 
Vtishi, Sector -17, Navi Mumbai -420703: 

And 

In ihe matter of Scheme of Merger between Sfotoes Chemicals Private 
Limited end Soiare Active P^rma Sciences Limited ar>d Iheir 
re&pective sfoereholdere 

Solara Active Ph am a Sc ion cos Limited ) 

[CIN. L2423-0MH2Q17PLC23l636j, a company, incorporated) 
under toe Companies Act af 20-13, having its registered office ai } 

201, Devavrata, Vashi Sector -17 New Mumtjai - 400703 )■■-Applicant Company 

Notice is hereby g ven that by an order dated .August 6. 2019. foe Mumbai Bench of Ihe 
HciTble Natter\al Comoany La w Tribunal ("HCLT") has directed lhat the meetings of the 
equity shareholders and unsecured creditors of ihe Applicant Company &e heto on 
Thursday, the tOlh day of October, 2019 at tho respective time as mentioned beto* 
("Order": tor ihe purpose of considering., and if iho-mghi fii apprav -g with a* wifoaul 
mod;flcadon, ihe proposed Schema of Merger between ihe Appiicaoi Company end 
Simrfes Oemicals A-vate Limited and ihotf respective shareholders {ihe "Scheme’*), 
pursuant to trie pwisions d Scions 23C - 232 of ihe Compe^-sa Act, 2013 {"Act") 


Sr. No. 


1 


Meeting 


Equity Shareholders 


Unsecured C reditors 


Time 


tQiQOa.m./1000 hours] 


11:00 a.m. (1100 hours) or so soor thereafter after foe 
conclusion of Iho meetra of Ihe equity shareholders of foo 
Applicant Company. 


n oursuanceof Ihe said Order and as directed Ihenem, further notice 1 is hereby given Lhai 
Ihe meet ng& 0 ' equity shareholders and unsscurec creditors of Ihe Applicant Connjjany 
vvili be held a: ihe Rote Regenza By Tonga, Pic: Nc.37. Sector 3D-.A, Vasri. Navi Mumtai- 
400 703 on October 10, £0i9, ai foe respecLve li ne nventionod above ("Meetinga"; . at 
■*ffch pace, dote anc time foe equity shareholders and unsecured erectors are 
requested to attend their respective meetings. 

Copies of iha said Scheme anti of the Explanatory Statement rider Section 230 of foe-Act can 
be ettamsj “ree of charge at Ihe Registered Off ce of Ihe Applicant Company or at Ihe offices 
of its Advozat&s, Cyril Amarchand MangaJdas, Advocates & Solicitors ai 5th F <yy. Peninsula 
Chambers. FferiinsutoOoqwigtePaifc.Oanpalrao Kadam Mag Lower Pare! Murrfcai 4'0COT3. 
Persons entitled to attend &nd vote al toe Meetings, may vote in person Or by proxy, 
provided lhat at proxies in the prescribed form are deposited at foe Registered Office of the 
Applicant Company not later than 43 (Forty Eight) hours before the aforesa.c! Meetups.. 
Ftxrris of proxy can be<jbte*oodsl ih^Rfegi&feret) Office of the Applicant Company oral ihe 
offices of Is Advocates, Of Amarohand Mongaldas, Advocates 8 Solicitors, 5fo- Floor, 
Peninsula Chambers. Peninsula Corporate ParJt. Ganpatrao Kadam Marg, Lower Parel. 
Mumbai 40Q 013. 

rheNCLTtesappo r'ted Mr V'eha Prel anAdvcC^, and iri Ns absence Mr, &wan&-d fer-co. 
an Advocate as the Chairperson of foe sad Meetings. The above mentioned Scheme, if 
approved ai Ihe- Meetmos. will be subject to the subsequent apqrova of the NCLT. 

In oomp^ianM wish Ihe Order end provisions of Section 230(4) read wlh Sedion lOScf Ihe 
Art, read w ih Rv'e 20 and ofoer applicacJe previsions of foe Compar- eg (Management and 
Administration) Rules. 2014 and in accordance with Regulation 44 of foe Securities and 
Exchange fioanf of India [Listing ObigjUions and Disclosure Requiramentsi Regulations, 
201 0 . foe Applcaoi Company is rteased fo provide Ss equity stiaretTokSers, the fecriity of remobe 
e-voting through e-voting services provided by Karvy Fintach Private Limited :"Karvy"). 
'tte remote a-vding for foe meeting of ihe eouiiy shareholders of the Applicant 
Company, commences on Saturday, Qrtober 5 , 2019 (at 9 90 a m l$T) anc ends cn 
Wednesday, October 9.20 1 S. (at 5.00 p.m. I ST) . During this pe ' od. equity shareholders of 
ihe Applicant Company, whose names appear In foe register of members and the list of 
Beneficial Qwrem es received from National Securitas Depository Limiledi'Ce-'irei 
Depositor/ Senvoes (fodia) Limitod. aa on August 16 .2919 may cast 1hen r vote by remote 
o-voling Thc remote e^votiiK) module shall oecisabiedby Karvy for voting on Wednesday, 
0clober 9. 2019, ai 5 DO p m 1ST, Oms Ihe vote on the resolution is cast by an equity 
shareholder, he or She will not be allowedlo change it subsequently. 

The equity shareholders, attending the meaSng, who have nol already cast their vote by 
remciie ^voting shall be able to e^rese their vote at Ihe said meeting. Trie equity 
shareholders who have casi foew vote through remote e-voting pner to tire said meeting, 
may attend ihe meeting, but shall not cast their votes again. However in case equity 
shareholders cast fo^r vote bolh v a remote ^voting and at ttio venue, Ihen volino bhi ough 
temoie e-voling shall prevail and voting done ai Ihe- renue shall be treated ss invalid, In 
case trie equity shareholders attending their meet-rig have voted both through physical 
ballot paper as well as through the etedronic voting system (InstapoH) avatiabte at the said 
meting ihe vote on Ihe electrcnc voting system (?ns.iapoil| shall be deemed valid and ihe 
vote cast through Ihe physical oaltot paper snail tre deemed invalid. 

The motice including foe remote e-voling nstrucfiGns is available cn the Applicant 
Company's website at www.solara.DO.in and a copy is also ava able on the website of 
Karvy at hUps-.'', , ev£>1iirg karvyoorn Copy of the notice is also avertable at 
'■vww.o5ei!"dia.com3nd www.nseindia ccm. 

In case of any queries or -grievances relating to remote e-voling, you may refer 1 g foe 
Frequently Aslred Ouoslions (FAQs) for equity shdrehotd^re and 0 -voting user manual for 
equity shareholders available at trie downlcec section of [https 7/evofing karvy com] or 
contact Karoy Fintech Private Limited. Mr. S VRaju, Deputy General Manager Karvy Selenium 
Tewar B, Plot Nos. 31 i 32 Fioancra DisJSrici Nanakram^uda, Saritirgamp-a y Material, 
Hycterc oec - 5DD032, fel No 040-6-716 2222 with yaw particulars viz., DP tb/ Client ID / Folio 
No. ormay write to foe Company Secretary at foe Regirtered Otfioeof foe ApctitantCorrpany. 
The NCLT vide its Order dated August 6. 20T9 nas. appointee M/s. Nilesli Shah and 
Associates, Practicing Company Secretaries represented by Mr Milesh Shsh (having 
Membership No. FCS4554), residing ai 40i/B, Poonam Sagar, Poonam Nagar off. 
Mahakali Caves Road Andhcri (East) . Mumbai - 400 093. orfaii nc him, Ms. beta' Shah 
(having Nfernherahip Na FGS-3C63), or tailing her Mi Mahosh Dar-: 1 having Membership 
No PCS-7175) a .5 foe scmlm-ier for the said Meetings 'he scrutinies - wl 00 ste Ihe 
votes downloaded from foe remote e-voting system, votes cast at the meetings (through 
electronic system and physical ballot), as may be aopliea ole, to declare Ihe Hal result. 

The resets, togelherwffh feaifinizer's Report will be announced on or before Friday, 
October 11, 2019 and will bs placed on foe website of the Ap-p-'/sanf Company al 
www.soiara.DG.in;, bosidas being communicated to the SSE Limited ara National Block 
Exchange of indie Limited w'heraihe stwes of the Applicant Company are lisied. In tteseof 
Ihe meetir'g of equity share-holders of Ihe Applicant Company, the results will also be 
placed cn toe website of e-volmg agency ai https J/avDtmg.karvy.tteriit. 

Dated Ihis 6^ day of September, 2019 

Vishal Phai 

fChairporson appointed for foe M-eetings) 


epapei 


.ndlane:^^- 
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ELGAAR PARISHAD CASE 


Man kills wife by smashing 

her head with stone, held Gadling says he doesn’t want 


EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE 

MUMBAI,SEPTEMBER6 

A 33-YEAR-OLD man was arrested 
from Mankhurd on Thursday for al¬ 
legedly killing his wife by smashing 
her head with a stone on the suspi¬ 
cion that she was having an extra¬ 
marital affair. 

The police said that Mohammad 
Khalil Mohammad Jalil (33) and 
Noor Begam Salmani (26) had got 
married a few years ago and were 
staying in Govandi. 

On Wednesday night, the couple 
started arguing while travelling in an 
autorickshaw. “Jalil asked the au¬ 
torickshaw driver to stop and got off. 
Salmani followed him. While they 
were walking on the Sion-Trombay 
road, Jalil allegedly picked up a stone 
and threw it at her. The stone hit 
Salmani and she fell on the road. Jalil 


then allegedly picked up another 
stone and smashed her head,” said 
an officer. He left Salmani, who was 
still alive, on the road and fled, the 
officer added. 

A passerby informed the 
Mankhurd police, which took 
Salmani to Rajawadi hospital, where 
she was declared brought dead on 
arrival. 

While the Mankhurd police went 
on to register a case of murder, the 
Crime Branch started a parallel probe 
and learnt that Salmani would often 
fight with her husband. "The Crime 
Branch brought in Jalil for question¬ 
ing. He confessed to the crime and 
maintained that he suspected that 
Salmani was having extra-marital af¬ 
fair. He claimed to have killed her in 
a fit of rage,” said Inspector Deepak 
Chavan. Salmani was later handed 
over to the Mankhurd police for fur¬ 
ther investigation. 


to depose before inquiry panel 




MAHARASHTRA POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD 

faJpafatu pciiti. Cm PVR Cinema n&ar Sion Circle, Snin (El, Manbal ■ 403 02 E 
Ph: G22-24D0 72M .' 1&S0 

Email; fteSncc&.gtn.'.in : Website; wwmr.inflcb.pw.irt 

TENDER NOTICE 


RFP NOTICE No.: MPCB/E.iC/B4Uft 


Date: OSMfMtt 


Manarashlra Pollulwn Control Board invites E-lend«r& ter ‘APPOINTMENT OF AN AGENCY FOR 
PURCHASE OF SOFTWARE LICENSES AND MIGRATION OF MICROSOFT EXCHANGE FROM 
ON PREMISE TO OFFICE 0365 CLOUD - INDIA |FOR 3 vEARS)'. Complete RFP docunwls can 
be downloaded and purchased between 07-03-2019 lo 17-09-201S by making oni ne paymenl 
of ? 1Q.0QW- (Hupees Ten ihousand only) towards RFP documents fee from following sub-portal on 
(3aH e-lendar Ip website tr Hpsi/JmBh a rashtra .elq ndsr s-i n 

Sub portal Ofpnizatione el Government of Mnbamshlra URL; IrilpgJ/altg o mjndhBfaahlra.etwieiers.iri 
The RFP and various Corrigendum's document from time to time can a : so be viewed from YPCBs 
official website w ww.mpcb.gov .in 

it is mandatory for ai bidders to submit Pie p r cof of pi-chase of RFP documents (reoapt of e-payment) 

to attend the pre-bid meeting and same snould be attached with the Bids 

Date of Pre-bid conference : 1M9-20T& 15:00 Hra 

Last date for Bid Preparation : 2tMf9-2Dt9 t7;0d Hrs 

Date af Technical Bid Opening : 2-1-39-2015 11:30 Hrs 

Sd/- 

(Memd*' Secretary) 



NMDO Limitc 

\A Goyemmtnl of India Enterprise) 

10-3-311/A, CASTLE HILLS. MASAB TANK. HYDERABAD 
CIN LI 3-1 QQAPi 9S&GOIO01674 


500 026 


EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE 

PUNE, SEPTEMBER 6 

SURENDRA GADLING, an accused in the 
Elgaar Parishad case, on Friday appeared 
before the Koregaon Bhima Commission 
of Inquiry for a scheduled deposition, but 
instead submitted an application stating 
that he didn’t want to depose “as it will 
cause prejudice to him in his defence” be¬ 
fore the trial court. 

Gadling and activist Sudhir Dhawale, a 
co-accused in the same case, had last year 
filed their applications before the commis¬ 
sion through advocate Siddharth Patil, stat¬ 
ing that they should “be called upon to de¬ 
pose before the commission so as to bring 
to light certain facts” that they were privy 
to. Gadling and Dhawale were among the 
activists arrested in June last year by Pune 
City Police over their alleged links with the 
CPI-Maoist, a banned outfit. They are cur¬ 
rently lodged in Yerwada Central Prison. 

The commission had summoned 
Gadling for a deposition on Friday while 
Dhawale was asked to depose on Saturday. 
Accordingly, Gadling was brought before 
the commission on Friday, but he tendered 
an application stating that he didn’t want to 
depose. He told the commission that the 
deposition will “cause prejudice to him in 
his defence before the trial court”, where 
he is facing serious charges. He also ten¬ 
dered his apology for 


Accused lawyer says deposition before 
commission may cause prejudice in trial court 


J&K curbs set back 
Ganpati journey 
from Mumbai to 
Poonch temple 



Gadling was produced before the 
commission Friday. Pavan Khengre 


causing inconvenience to the commission. 
The commission, headed by former 
Calcutta High Court Chief Justice J N Patel, 
then discharged the lawyer and he was 
sent back to jail. 

When asked if Dhawale will depose, 
Gadling said he didn’t know anything about 
that as the two accused were kept in sepa¬ 
rate barracks and not allowed to interact 
with each other. “I am in Suraksha cell and 
Dhawale has been kept in the Anda Cell in¬ 
side Yerwada Central Prison,” said Gadling. 
The commission contacted Yerwada 
Central Prison officials to ask whether 
Dhawale was willing to depose. 

‘We have been told that Dhawale wants 


to depose and so he will be brought before 
the commission on September 7,” said ad¬ 
vocate Ashish Satpute, the lawyer for the 
commission. 

Advocate Shishir Hiray, the lawyer rep¬ 
resenting Maharashtra government, said, 
“Gadling had filed an application injuly last 
year saying he wanted to depose before the 
commission. We were prepared to exam¬ 
ine him before the commission. But he took 
a U-turn, saying he didn’t want to depose 
and cited shallow reasons.” 

Advocate Niteen Pradhan, who repre¬ 
sents Hindutva leader Milind Ekbote, ac¬ 
cused of instigating violence in Koregaon 
Bhima area on January 1,2018, Jayesh 
Shinde, a victim of the violence, and 
Balasaheb Jamadar, the in-charge of the 
‘Jaystambh’, a war memorial in the area, 
were also present on Friday, along with 
other lawyers including advocates B G 
Bansode, Kiran Channe, Pushkar Durge, 
Pradip Gavade and Rahul Makhare. 

The Koregaon Bhima Inquiry 
Commission was set up by the state gov¬ 
ernment last year to probe the causes of the 
violence, in which one person died and sev¬ 
eral others were injured. 

Meanwhile, the commission allowed 
Gadling to meet activist Harshali Potdar, an¬ 
other accused in the Elgaar Parishad case. 


ABHAGORADIA 

MUMBAI,SEPTEMBER6 

A POONCH resident, who last 
month took four Ganpati idols 
with her from Mumbai for a 
temple in her village and 
Maratha regiments posted at the 
Line of Control, found to her dis¬ 
appointment that due to the pre¬ 
vailing restrictions in Jammu & 
Kashmir, she would have to scale 
back her plans. 

Speaking to The Indian 
Express, Kiranbala Isher said that 
when she reached Poonch with 
the four idols, she was told that 
she could not take the tallest idol, 
measuring 6.5 feet, to the Shiv 
Durga Bhairav Mandir. Poonch is 
a communally-sensitive area lo¬ 
cated close to the Line of Control. 

“Officials from the local ad¬ 
ministration told me to send the 
idol to the temple next year 
when the situation would be less 
tense. However, they allowed 
the temple set up one of the 
smaller idols of one foot that I 
had taken,” she claimed. Isher 
has kept the tallest idol at her 
home. 



OSBI 


E-AUCTION SALE OF ROUGH DIAMONDS FROM 
NMDC DIAMOND MINING PROJECT. MAJHGAWAN. FANNA 

NM DC will display lats ml rpjgh d amends dI about 24-100 rarn :s him 1 B/OD-'SCI 9, TS Cr9.'2">19 

toiOKfltfOlSa! NMDC Diamond Mining Frqact, Majhgawan, Panna arid Irani 24/09/2019 Lu 
27/DS/2019 alGujarat Hira Bourse. Ichhasore, Sural to be solrJrtvou^ e-auctktn conducted by 

M.'sMSTCLfTiiied 

Fur furlhpr details regarding :ba fcrra or risptay, E-Aurfccn and admission picoedu'e buyers 
may visit NMDC Website: www.nridc.ca-.in or GM. PSaina at 07732-271234 nr contact DGM 
(Coml), Panna aL motile no. -+9l-a4&D^9l73B or HO, Hyderabad at nabile no. 
+91 -9490759607; M/sMSTC .iniited +91 ■■965055+6451 *91 -7406047869 


Security Opo-ratioms Centre, Information Security Department, State Book 
■Global IT Centre, Sector 1 I r CfiD Belapor, Navi M □ rnba i - 400614 


CORRIGENDUM-! 


Please refer RFP No. SEI/GI7C/SOC/2019/2D2D/G34 dated 
19.08-2019 for "Setting up captive Next Gen Global Cyber 
Security Operations Centre (GCSOC)". Corrigendum-1 is 
available under 'Procurement News' at Bank's website, 

https; //bank, sbi 


Place: Navi Mumbai 
Date: 07/09/201D 


Sd f- 

Dy General Manager \ SOC) 


MSAMB's National Institute of Post 
Harvest Technology (NIPHT) 

S. No. 398-400, Next to CRPF Campus, 
Talegaon Dab hade, Tai, Maval, Dist, Pune-410506, 
Mobile : 9850320139 -e-Mail: infetSnipht.org 


e-Tender Notice 


NIPHT invites e-Tenders from experienced firms for 
following work. Document will bd available on wwiv.rtfphLorij 
and https://mahatendefs.gov.in 11/09/2019. 


S. 

No. 


(1) 


Name of Work 


Providing Catering 
Services at NIPHT, 
Talegaon Dab hade, 
Dist. Pune 


Estimated 
Cost In INR 


Ffe. 

75.00 Lakh 


EMD 


1 % of 
Tender 
Cost 


Tender 
Fee in Rs. 


5000/- 


Director NIPHT 



3 >T dslitldil 


No 


rtr 


DELHI JAL BOARD, GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI 
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (SDW) II 
S.T.P. OKHLA: MATHURA ROAD: NEW DELHI-110025 

Press NIT No. 10/SDW-ll(2019-20) 

“Warner of work— 


Supply, Installation, Testing & Commissioning of Outdoor 
LED Display Board and other allied works at different 
STPs of DJB for displaying online Parameters of Treatec 
effluent with 5 years Maintenance contract. 


(EMD) in 

INR 


136000/- 


Date of release 

of tender in e- 
procurement 
solution 

2019_DJB_ 

179701_1 
Dt. 06.09.2019 


Last date/ time of receipt of 

tender through e- 
procurement solution 


21.09.2019 up to 2.00 pm 


NIT along with all terms & conditions is available on web site https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in 
ISSUED BY P.R.O (WATER) Sd/- _ 

Advt. No. J.S.V. 337/2019-20 Executive Engineer (SDW) II 




S7T 5T7T arUDkl RRcll # P.R- 

215787 Date-01.09.2019 IfKT 7RTWT? 

traf 3 M4)iR?id ■gan t a Tjftrn cjpptt t ft? 

ijot c'Ft d»t srerfS) 550 te-i 450 Far 
5011 12-3 STeWcfR SBD-IFB-08/18-19 
3lcU*kflH SBD-IFB-08/19-20TOI PFra | 

<i> 4 vra» arfttfciT 


- fin* 7ft d ij iFI TTTfhR 


PR 71633* Water Resource (19-20) D 
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T1 RUPP UR SMART CITY LIMITED 

TIRUPRUR CITY MUNICIPAL CORPORATION 

TENDER NOTICE 

Tenders ere invited in Two cover system For 1.) Providing Internal 
Plumbing Works for Water Supply House Service Connections in Tim pour 
Csty Municipal Corporation -41226 Nos and 2.) Providing Internal Plumbing 
Works for Water Supply House Service Connections in Tiruppur Csty 
Municipal Corporation -40750 Nos under Smart City Mission by the 
Managing Director, Tiruppur Smart City Limited upto 3.0Q P.M, on 
25-.09.2C19 and the same will be opened by the Managing Director, Tiruppur 
Smart City Limited or his autfionzcd person on the same day at 3.30 P.fti in 
the presence of the contractors or unaur representatives present at that time. 
The Tender documents Oan be downloaded Irom Ihe website 
tittp5:/ftntender^.gov.tn upto 2,00 P.M. on 24.09,2019. Any further details 
w II be heard from Tiruppur City Municipal Corporation office in any of the 
working day if required. Pre-bid meeting will be held on 16.09.2019 at 11.30 
AM. Ihe Managing Director, Timp^uf Smart City Limited i eta rves ilia rights 
to reject ^-iy or alf Ihe tenders without assigning any reason, thereof The 
bidders shall nolhave the option of subrTwfting their proposa s electronically 

Roe. N* : Et ftMKUZQte 
Piace : Tmppjr 

. as 09.2019 


□ate 


DI?R, , 3076iIEHDER. , 20t9 


Managing Director, 
Tiruppur Smart City Limited 


CORRIGENDUM-1 
dt. 04.09.2019 

; In connection tn the Tender Notice as 
mentioned in table below, tee date of 
;uiosing of Lite c-Toridcrs has been 
postponed; Tender Motlce No. and 
Date: CA11 PIS MMCT 2019, dated: 
21.00. 2 019. Date of closing of 
o-T&nder msiiUonod in tender notice 
and document; 15.09.2019 May be 
read as 23.09.2019 Ail orlher terms £ 
;conditions o! tho above Lender 
notices and documents will remain 
iinnhanged. 
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pr 5 T 7 f atteB’d FfHdi 

# P.R-215789 Date-01.09.2019 ^ £T7T 
TFTRF? tfef ^ McM'Rl'd §3TT t 
A cFTrtT t % cpfe cf?r 

SFtfe 550 f^T ^ 450 f^T TCTOTT7T i 


^ ^ 




m 

P.R.216396 Watar Rcsouroe(10-20 )-D 


3#7TcTT 

R|'t||4 tttwi 


wtcW ^TVT OTftBfrT f^htT tiTT R R- 
21S788 Date-01.09.2019 SM fclfiteT 
7TRT5JR Wf 4 WTfecT 53TT t ^ 4 

cRaT t % Tjpf 4>t 550 f^T ^ 

450 VST vTRt tfcf SlcVchicflH SBD-IFB- 
07/18-19 T 3Tcq^T#^T SBD-IFB-07/19- 
20rT5TTTM! 

I r. M ,J.LL ft ^ll^TciT 

PR, 216390 Water Resource^ ft-2Q)-D ^51 



Jiwlu anfmr Tpr# 

Tl^f 3TRW chiqlnq, ^ 

HITteT H^T. irfflTT TTfteT. t.-'VIdd STPItT, 

V I '.: hA i ■: i m i.-.-h 1 %!, T-ii X <• y •) p | 


1^1? 





NHM 

.'i«. ,T cc .jblF4Jji| 

"■ms: 



mm PRADESH STATE CIVIL SUPPLIES CORPORATOR LIMITED 

Regd OHieo: fMS2/1.A>ticii*iigAr, Bandar K i>f 1 Vijayawada SlCKrO? 


ARHdrtT Sttfrtsr (-rf/T^TT i: L./ru [Ai jih atig?T tTtfrtT 


Tim jnrTn^ ^rtm, .inwn mttti g wiftti 

"WiTfe-t arrS. 

Tfqr TfenRhi ^ fgifer mrvT ahfpi 'm 1 F=( 

TJTP^mTT ^TSRT fqpfi fe. Tpfe ^53 tTR. TT^TTT 

7TT ju ddRHI % TTrtr TTTRM Wf F ?gr 4Mdd!AHI+|jdl 

T-f. ®, TFrtT J Hk" i J ■'T c| HTOftprTfrT, ^ri|;1. Tjftil ■■ATrtl 

^r^TIWT^t Ldd qwfll Rl4i4AI (Mtfl(Hl^ltil 

511%. TFetTFR a4 i ^d?i-|i'S,tel uem rui" \cs *:A ^ 75 4 H:! T T 3 1 1 -j.n l- j* 'jTi^-II : 

TTFFT ITTTTtrr. 

Wte anfrtir ijt'ipTR, ipf 


tendao Ne: PPS 1/3 5<5 iigar Tr-riMr.'Dn u Db-e:- 19 Dated: -06 09 2019 

TENDER NOTICE 

LMPAtTELMLNT A XO APPOLNTMEtfT OF SUPPLIERS FOB SUPPlVOr JJ717 977in» 
OT IBS CRAPE fi-3PfR.ll LANE Sl/ftiS IN I Kg PAL Kit FORM U'JTH SECDKEUBV 
PACKUIO DI SO KQ RIF POLTTIKmLUIMFTl UOB Bm IU ML IB 
MONTHS FROM OCTOBEK 301* TO PBCEMBIvR 305? THIWUPH sror.lj E MARKETS UP 

All nte r -. ilod Sugar Manufaclurers>T.'aderE in All On* India are mvr&j kv rwjfs-Vflfeoo as 
suppliersetrjible lopiirfcipalu in mr; citvmp eucl.cn Iq ocinsiiv!/^ r. , IyCDEA e Av“ ,_ n 
p^illun^i bH’uiM ef APSC5C tTor suj |>ly 1 vug» a lo l*ie ML 5 Pi r s D'.jA'-.Ii ~ 

Andhra Pradesh State. 

For Registration interested Sugar rnaniifacturec& ~a, -i&i www ap^csc^ov .n 
wmw.epecsc.ep ggyipRwwiw nerr,l_|n hr ■ —i-~ !- — end urta eg S end hn 

La&i dale for ragisdAliun and Dorupieiicincrl tonvaiittSA Ich i-'-j fl-auc£*jn i*i i- jy tc 5 00pm 
of 10.09.2019. Theduyf ed n asfrlicaSio- form shouMbe subr •. Cuilomer Service 
Group. NCDEK e-Mariiele Limited. Acknrti Cmpcrrate Park r Fiocw. h? sr G£ G»rd=« 
LBS Harg. KanjirrmergfWm). Mum tai - 4W0?B T*l H4?»7»4>«»9Z14H3 flrKJ- 
C«a73153,'54 Email a*ku*!il'npml in 

Thu- tenlnlivi!' date of online e-audlton ihru^jn NCOEk e HirVHs LH piedonn m-iAtf S» 
11.99.201 B et 12.00 pm onwerdt tar 22717.S77 MTi. of Sugar m iKg packet ta™ with 
SecOndery packteg m Ml Kg PPknags- Opliwefy Vv- 1 hr : i.i—;■:«ri w" - -'’ ID'rtv'► "-i,.- 
al uK MLS Rplntt uf ( 1 3) dltWclt etAp SMB. AlCTT" mfl be held OMtid a w e The deUta pv 
4 iv|i itiin^i me RF H on ltifi-HVft • ir- www f»p*c k govin / www epecu *t 

VC & MAN AGING DlfttC I Oft 


4 


S\ 


y 


BHARAT COKING COAL LIMITED 

'A Mini Ratna Company' 

(A Subsidiary of Coal India Limited) 


ABRIDGED NIT 


Open Tenders are Invited on-line on the e-iendanng portal oi 
GIL htips;//coallndlatenders.nIc.Jn for the work of “Hiring of 
HEMM tor removal of OB, extraction and transportation ot 
Coal with f ire-tight In g Irom XIII, XI XII, VIIIC/IX/X, VIMS, 
VIIIA seams ot Benedlh Patch, Amalgamated Block-ll 
OCR ot aiock-ll Area, BCCL rt vide NIT No, : BCCLCMC/ 
o-Tonder,HEMM/2019/3B4 Data ; OS.09.2019. Document 
download star! date is 12.09.2019- DpcuniQnt download 
end date/bid submission end date is 03.10.2019. All prospective 
bidders are advised to visit htl pa:.'/eaalindiaiend&ra.rtlc.In far 
online participation in (he tender, Details of fender will be 
mirrored on http://www.bcdweb.in and httna .//eorocu re.oov. in 

Sd/- 

G&ne-ral Manager (CMC), Koyla B ha wan, BCCL 


CORR1GENOUM- 

flt. 04.09.2019 

In connecticn to the Tender Malice as 
rrieritiorad in teble below, the dale of 
closing ot the e-Tencors has been 
postponed 1 Tender Notice No, and 
□ate: CA11 -NFROOH-NIG-BSR-VR- 
15 uuted: 20.OB.2D 10. Date of closing 
of e-Tendcr mcntloinert In tender 
notice and document: 11,09.2019 
May be read as fG.DD.2G1S. AM clhEr 
Lurins ii. c&nditi&ns of tee ub&vc tender 
notices and documents will remain 
u nchanged. 


A. OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF AGRICULTURE 

“3 h a food production, odisha* 

47-l KRUSHiBHAWAN, BHUBANESWAR. 

4p{07)2&f2Q1& 24185 (Aghl date OS 09 2019 

CORRIGENDUM 

In partial modification of the tender call notice no. 
4P(07)2B/2018-22815 /Agril dt. 19.08 2019 published In THE 
NEW INDIAN EXPRESS on 20.08.2019, PRAGATiBADi and 
PRATID1NA, the Odia daily news paper on 21.082019 for 
procurement Of Mobile Soil Testing Laboratory (Composite 
Unit), Atomic Absorption Spectrophotometer, High 
Performance Liquid Chromatograph and Gas Chromatograph 
fer Soil and Insecticide Testing Laboratories of the Slate the 
following corrigendum has been made: 

1. Annexure -II, Set-D, Egurpments for insecticide Testing 
Laboratory-High Performance Liquid Chnomalography- Point 
no. 4- Column Oven : “Should have a range of ambient 10* C 
to 60‘ C or better" may be read 3 s J "Should have a range ID' 
C below ambient to 60° C or better' 1 

2. Annexure -It, Set-D, Equipments for Insecticide Testing 
Laboratory-High Performance Liquid Chromatography- Point 
no. 5 (JV-Vis Detector. "Should have D2 lamp light source" may 
be read as “Should have D2 and Tungsten lamp light 
source". 

Sd/- 

(Dr. M- Mutbu Kumar) 
Director of Agriculture & 
01034/H/0017/1920 Food Production, Odisha 


wdwfr aifiJteTiTT -t-1 iftTzrfpyar 3 'ihWh Ucf ^sruftfT u-flrrg^i, l^iTt^n 

06.09-.3019 


■ iis irtfl Sfrtn v-titt @ <r<H yn 'tis m .?W-r 

PFIM pT *t!|«M ITT! aiHptd PTf^I TJJRT 

j DWSD/RPW5/5IM-09/2019-2D tiWNH WP f PR - 2L5106 

{Drinking Water and Sanitation) I9-2Q(D) tftf PR - 216198 {Drinking 
Water and Sanitation) 19-20(Di tttti inFn%n t. ^ yt 

tsilm t 


CENTRAL RAILWAY 


ALLOTMENT OF ADVERTiSMENT RIGHTS 
HOARDINGS AT EARMARKED LOCATION 
MUMBAI DIVISION, CENTRAL RAILWAY. 

Various lersdof npotificaljons for allotment of Advertisement - ghts Ihrough new 
Haardinos at earmarked localtona on Mum&ai D wsion of Centra Railway mentioned 
be:ow in tabre f.ave Seen uplcidec oo websile wwwr.lreps.gov. tn Hence, the 
tenderers are requested to visit the wabaile www.lreps.gov.ln to knoiv the deta: a 
□Menders. 



Sr, 

No, 

Tender No, 

Locations 

fender Closing 
date & Time 

1 

B B-C-4 GS-C P-TDR-HDG3-1-19 

Near Suman Nagar 
RUB 

01.10.2019 at 

It,00 Hrs 

2 

&B-C- 465-f-P-TDR.HDG3-2 - 1 9 

Near feak Nagar 
ROB 

3 

BE-C-465-C P-TDR-HDG2-4-19 

At Wadibunoer 



Further Addendum / corrigendum, time extension-, clofificehon etc <1 
any, in o^nnection vvite :he subject tender, will only be uolcaded in the 
website SiUtters shdulu regularly visit nte webslie ly kee;i thewsefyes updaled. 
Railway reserves the r^ght Ea accept the work in dill or part of re,eel Ihe terder 
In full w uarl without assigning any reasons Conddionai offers will summarily be 
rejected. 57S 


RPF Security Helpline 182 | AJI India Passenger Helpirre 13S 


w% WMLmCEYEHTSLM'™UNITED , - , 

U I fjy.tCt tvEDlT » 7iiU«(J IMERWK 

WMU L LA Wtir. (Ftr.r.S.A-rtiSW Cw#4-f« [41 

□-tender cum c-Reverse Auction Notice 
"■mil NhCu Cti’ff ili Li-Utd iT.W^EKI; 

intends m Pn^urq JJ.OOO MF pf CLINKER fpr H 

c event umt. virudhumacar 

EwSTRlCT IhrcMqi on ine e-lsrce 1 sim e-Re.er=t 
A-ucticn In htST-C LIMITED website 

www.rrts'ctcDinmt-rcc Corr/cprachDin ettikIc E. 

fund nr Ho. WWCEHf1MniEF«5 a. 2T*»Zim. 
Vs'ue Rs.11.4t) Crcres, EMD Rs^.OO;OM:- 
Sutr-i&sinn orlander Up w 3MRM.an2T.(B.2D19 
Fpt details comaol MSTC, Chmual C1 I-:b 
S hrl.A-Rajamantckarn. RM - 044 2H2H5C39 
rSffll.6 DShilPia rcnsli. CM 35443T655E,' 344 

RPRflOri'TENDERi'aOIS 


CORRIGENDUM I 
dated 04.09.2019 

Ir connection to the Tande/ Notice as 
menlkmed n table bafow, the daLa of 
dosmo of tee e-Ten has been 

postponed: Tender Notice No. and 
Date; CA 1 1_Vid&owall_BL_Z01 9. 
dated; 08.2019 Date of closing 
of e-Tender mentioned in tender 
notice and eteeurttertt: 19 09 2Diy 
May be read as Ol.lfl 2015. All other 
terms a conditions ui Itiu above Lender 
notices and documents will remain 
unchanged. 


- 11 <■ 1 


I 

Eitimated Cost 

9.44,13,901 DD (Nine Crore Forty Four 
Lakh Thirti'i’n Thousand Nine: Hundred 
One) only 

l 

Fnrncst money 

945000-09 (N«nc Filth Forty Five 

Fhousand) only 

3- 

nl GOp 

tnofio oo fFcn Thousand] only (Npn — 
Rcfur-debtel 

4 

Piite of Publication nf Tender cm 
Gitc 

httpiy/ww^jharikandteiTciers quv.!r 

□7/Q9/2C19 u F ; LU’34.00 P:M: 

s 

D;str Of Pro. 1 Bi-:i Miytting 

13/09/2019 up te 3:30 P:M: in the 
office cf Engineer in Chief Nepal house 
Hanchi 

6 

Last Date,/Time For Receipt of Bid 

2S/09/20L9 up to 03 00 P:-Vi: 

7 

l.jyt Ernie Of fc.hrtiiS$iOn pf i nsl O' 
BOQ& EMD (Hard Copy) 

3P/P9/ji019 uot&03:30P:M 
et Office pf the 

l.Executive Eft^ineer, D-'A'BiS Dfv. 

Simdega. 

1 Fijpt'rmti'ndiri^ rriv nci’r, PWfiS 

Crete, Gumla 

Jt 

pistC! Qf Open ; ri|j rjl Ti-nrler 

(Technical Bid) 

n 1/10/7019 up to 01,00 P M: 


4>l4mHth atfifecTT «FT TFRtfcRT 

3# i- f^rf^T mtm 


wm- RDD/SD/DEOGHAR/597201^-20 



Ttf Tfli 1 wfwi^ 

PR216331 Drinking Water ^ I 

(j;*. <■: -r^f tfr ^ 4>i 
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The 6.5-foot Ganesh idol 
was meant for Shiv Durga 
Bhairav Mandir. Archive 


She was allowed to give two 
other small idols to soldiers at 
the LoC for their Ganesh 
Chaturthi celebrations. “When 
we reached Poonch, a few sol¬ 
diers came and took the two 
idols,” said Isher. “While the local 
administration is trying to con¬ 
trol the prevailing situation, it 
didn’t want to disrupt our tradi¬ 
tions,” she added. 

This is the fourth year when 
Isher, the founder of NGO 
Progressive Nation that support 
soldiers and martyrs, had taken 
Ganpati idols made in Mumbai 
to Poonch to celebrate 
Ganeshotsav. The 6.5-foot idol 
that Isher took from Mumbai 
was created by specially abled 
artist Vikrant Pandhre at his 
workshop in Kurla. 

On Sunday, as has been the 
case in previous years, a feast will 
be organised on the occasion of 
Ganeshotsav for people belong¬ 
ing to all communities. However, 
it is uncertain how many people 
would turn up, said Isher. 


CORRIGENDUM 

■c-Tundor No STM AUGUST 2019 1 
FENDER Date 2B.05.2fl19 Tester No : 
VUB2a.'L'3i'13i0t Description of 
stores tender: Procurement of Eng ne 
Mounted Off - Track Tampers as 
por fi DSO S |)#Cii<ca!.Or) 
NO.TM/SM/QTTJ321. StetMS of NIT- 
CAN CELLED 


CORRIGENDUM-1 
cfotod 04.09.2019 

In connection to toe Tender Notice as 
mentis,ned in "able below, Iha date or 
closing of the e-Ten dors <ias been 
postponed; Tender Notice No. and 
Date.: CA_11 InFcta nrnent_2019. dated: 
09.0S.2019 Date of closing oi 

e-tender mentioned in lender notice 
and document; 09.09.20 1 9 May 
be read as ?3 C# 2019. All other terms 
S condition a of tbe above tender 
notices and documents wiH remain 
unchanged. 

Sill1!;• a : . 1 .■I-* Hc->i,ik. 


I * t j —r -i j — j - -j i ■ i-i.i i 

CORRIGENDUM! 
rtrtert 04-09.2019' 

In connection Tp (he Tender Notice 3S 
irvenlionetf n table below, the date of 
closng of me c tenders bos been 
postponed: Tender Notice No. and 
Date: CA11 _Vtdaowall_BDT3_2C 1 9. 
dated 16 08.2019 Date of doling 
of e-Ten-der mentioned in tender 
notice and document; IQ 09,2019 
May be read as 11.09,2919. All other 
terms & conditions of tea above tender 
notices and documents wjII remain 
unchanged. 

e ■ilcil- e-.Ii-4 1 i 
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CORRIGENDUM-1 
dated 04.09^2019 

In ognnentsgn to the Tender Nolice as 
mentioned in Lah-.-e below, the dale of 
dosing of tbe e-fenders has been 
postponed - fender Notice No. and 
Date: C A 11 _Vi ftmwa 1 1_A DH_2 019, 
dpterl: 16 88 2019- Date of closing 
of a-Tender mentioned in tender 
notice and document: 18.89.2919 
May be read as 11.09.28 ~9 All other 
terms & conditions or the above tender 
notices and documents will remain 
unchanged. 


iyiMH Ml \ 1 


CORRIGENDUM-1 
dated 04.D9.ZD19 

in connection to the fonder Notce; as 
mentioned in table below, the dale of 
Closing of the e-Tenders hus boon 
postponed fender Notice No. and 
Date: CA11 -NFR-OOH-CWM-PL-1 9- 
17, dated 2S.Q&.2Q19 UaU Of 
ctoslng of e-tender mentioned; In 
fender notice and documenl: 
20 09 2019 Mpy be read as 26.09.20 1 9 
All other terms S. conditions of the above 
cendBr notices arid documents will 
remain unchanged 


COR RI GE N DUM-L 
dated Q4.U9.2019 

In connection to the Tender Notice as 
mentioned in labiE below, the dale of 
closing of the e-Tenders has been 
postponed fender Notice No. and 
□ale: CA11 VW CCG 2918 dated- 
26.0fl.2019. Date of closing of 
e-fender morttioned in terder notice 
and document: 17,09.2019 May be 
read as 23 D9 2019. All other brims fi 
conditions of the above tender 
notices and documents will remain 
unchanged. 
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Govt 8 Politics 



DELHI CONFIDENTIAL 



Big Meet 

SONIA GANDHI will meet AICC general secretaries, state in¬ 
charges, state Congress presidents and legislature party lead¬ 
ers for a structured meeting next week, the first such interac¬ 
tion after she took over as Congress president again. While 
the meeting is meant mainly to chart out programmes for cel¬ 
ebrating Mahatma Gandhi’s 150th birth anniversary, it will 
be an occasion for Sonia to send out a larger message to the 
party which is struggling to gets its act together. The AICC has 
asked state units to organise week-long celebrations from 
October 2 to 9 to mark the Mahatma’s birth anniversary and 
a review meeting was held by general secretaries on Friday. 


Over The Moon 

AHEAD OF Chandrayaan 2’s landing on Moon, Indian diplomat 
and poet Abhay Kumar has written a “Moon Anthem”. Kumar 
started writing the anthem in Antananarivo, the capital of 
Madagascar, after Chandrayaan 2 took off. It calls the mission 
“mankind’s great leap, final solace, a pit stop to explore the 
deep space...” 

Boosting Attendance 


Sonia steps in to quell feud in Sl *? c f ntre 
MR unit, to meet Nath today ame,Su"i>A 


Amid war of words, AICC asks leaders to refrain from making public comments 


After Haryana, Cong 
chiefs task at hand 


AFTER BRINGING the Haryana house in order, Congress pres¬ 
ident Sonia Gandhi has turned towards Madhya Pradesh 
where the internal feud is showing signs of getting out of 
hand. Although the issue of appointment of a new state 
Congress president seems to be the trigger for the current 
unrest, the fact that there is deep mistrust among the top 
leadership of the party in the state is a matter of worry for 
the central leadership given the fact that the Kamal Nath gov¬ 
ernment is surviving on a thin majority. 



MANOJCG 

&MILINDGHATWAI 

NEW DELHI, BHOPAL, 
SEPTEMBER 6 


CONGRESS PRESIDENT Sonia 
Gandhi on Friday stepped in to 
quell the feud within the 
Madhya Pradesh Congress unit 
even as the high command 
warned of strict action against 
those making public statements 
or indulging in indiscipline. Chief 
Minister and state Congress 
president Kamal Nath will meet 
Sonia on Saturday. 

The intervention by the 
Congress president came even 
as the war of words between 
senior Congress leaders contin¬ 
ued, with former chief minister 
Digvijaya Singh demanding that 
individuals be punished for in¬ 
discipline, irrespective of their 
stature. This prompted a sharp 
retort from Forest Minister 
Umang Singhar, who said every¬ 
one should remain disciplined. 

Sonia sought a report from 
AICC general secretary in-charge 
of Madhya Pradesh Deepak 
Babaria. Babaria met her Friday 
evening with a report. Sources 
said Babaria has said in his report 
that Singhar’s outburst was un¬ 


warranted. “I am asking Congress 
leaders and workers in Madhya 
Pradesh to refrain from making 
any public statements or in¬ 
dulging in any indiscipline. Othe¬ 
rwise, it will be dealt with very 
strictly,” Babaria told The Indian 
Express after meeting Sonia. 

On Singhar’s outburst against 
Singh, he said “it was most un¬ 
fortunate”. “Being a senior min¬ 
ister, how could he do that? He 
should not have done that. He 
should have come to the high 
command and not made state¬ 
ments in the media...but since he 
is a minister, the matter is now 
with the high command,” 


Babaria said. 

“He (Singhar) may have 
some grievances...What I per¬ 
sonally feel is that all things 
should not have been taken to 
the media,” he added. 

The Congress high command 
is concerned about the raging 
feud. It does not want the situa¬ 
tion to go out of hand and affect 
the stability of the Kamal Nath 
government, which is surviving 
on a thin majority. The internal 
war is also bad optics for the 
grand old party which is strug¬ 
gling to find its feet after the Lok 
Sabha election debacle. 

With the Congress high com¬ 


mand getting ready to appoint a 
new PCC president for Madhya 
Pradesh in place of Nath, 
Singhar’s attack on Singh is seen 
as part of the tussle between the 
Jyotiraditya Scindia and the 
Nath-Singh camps. Singhar is 
said to be close to Scindia. 

In his first media interaction 
after Singhar accused him of in¬ 
terference, Singh said it was for 
Nath and and party president 
Sonia to take a call. 

He added, “There should be 
discipline in every party. If some¬ 
one indulges in indiscipline, no 
matter how big an individual, 
action should be taken.” 

Hours later, Singhar tweeted, 
“It’s my suggestion that every¬ 
one should remain disciplined.” 

Singh has defended his deci¬ 
sion to write to ministers, seek¬ 
ing an audience with them to 
know the status of transfers and 
other works he recommended. 
As an MP, he said, it was his right 
and duty to write to ministers. 

Meanwhile, reacting to sen¬ 
ior Congress leader P 
Chidambaram’s arrest, Singh al¬ 
leged that the Centre was follow¬ 
ing the Gujarat model of gover¬ 
nance where the “innocent are 
framed and many cases slapped 
against them”. 


EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE 

NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER6 


THE SUPREME Court on Friday 
issued notice to the Centre on a 
plea challenging recent amend¬ 
ments to the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act — or UAPA — 
which enables the government 
to designate an individual as a 
terrorist. 

A bench of Chief Justice of 
India Ranjan Gogoi and Justice 
Ashok Bhushan issued the notice 
on two petitions — one by Delhi 
resident Sajal Awasthi and an¬ 
other by the NGO Association for 
Protection of Civil Rights — chal¬ 
lenging the amendments as 
unconstitutional. 

Awasthi contended that the 
amended law does not state the 
grounds on which an individual 
can be designated a terrorist, and 
this would give unfettered 
power to the authorities. 

The NGO, in its plea filed 
through advocate Fauzia Shakil, 
stated, “The unfettered power to 
the executive without any safe¬ 
guards to notify individuals as 
Terrorists can be abused to muz¬ 
zle free speech and abused by 
the executive to declare activists 
and dissenters as Terrorists and 
hence would amount to chilling 
effect on free speech.” 


One of the petitions, 
filed by an NGO, has 
pointed out that the 
amendment “infringes 
upon the right to 
reputation and dignity” 


The plea pointed out that the 
amendment “infringes upon the 
right to reputation and dignity, 
which is a fundamental right un¬ 
der Article 21, without substan¬ 
tive and procedural due process”. 

It stated, “Notifying an indi¬ 
vidual as a terrorist without giv¬ 
ing him an opportunity of being 
heard violates the individual’s 
right to reputation and dignity 
which is a facet of Right to life and 
personal liberty under Article 21 
of the Constitution. Condemning 
a person unheard on a mere be¬ 
lief of the Government is unrea¬ 
sonable, unjust, unfair, excessive, 
disproportionate and violates 
due process...a person who is 
designated a terrorist, even if he 
is denotified subsequently faces 
a lifelong stigma and this tar¬ 
nishes his reputation for life”. 

The amendment also does not 
mention when a person can be 
designated as terrorist, the plea 
stated. 


THERE WAS an impressive crowd at the Fit India Movement 
programme conducted in Parliament complex on Friday 
evening. Although Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla and political 
leaders were at the centre in front of the Mahatma Gandhi 
statue, ready to do the exercises, Parliament officials and staff 
remained at the side as spectators. Seeing that not many had 
come out, Union minister Anurag Thakur took the microphone 
and requested TV cameras to focus on them so that their fam¬ 
ily members can see that they were not fit enough to do the 
exercises. It took only a few seconds for dozens of officials to 
join the political leaders on the exercise floor. 


Ex-CM Buddhadeb admitted to 
hospital with breathing problems 


EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE 

KOLKATA, SEPTEMBER 6 


FORMER WEST Bengal Chief 
Minister Buddhadeb Bhatta- 
charjee was admitted to a private 
hospital in Kolkata on Friday 
evening after he complained of 
breathing problems. 

Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee and Governor Jagdeep 
Dhankar paid him a visit at the 
hospital. Senior CPM leaders, in¬ 
cluding Surjya Kanta Mishra, vis¬ 
ited the hospital too. 


Former West 
Bengal CM 
Buddhadeb 
Bhattacharjee 


According to sources in the 
hospital, Bhattacharya, who was 
suffering from low blood pres¬ 
sure, was admitted to ICCU. 

“He is in ICCU and his condi¬ 
tion is stable. We wish him early 
recovery. He was critical when I 
first saw him, now he is recover¬ 
ing,” said Banerjee. 




Fit India 

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla leads the Fit India Drive at Parliament on Friday. Prem Nath Pandey 


Planning new law for Sabarimala admn: Kerala 


New Delhi: The LDF government 
in Kerala is planning to bring a 
separate law for administration of 
Sabarimala temple. The state go¬ 
vernment conveyed this to a Su¬ 
preme Court bench on August 27. 

“Learned counsel appearing 
on behalf of the respondent — 
State of Kerala submits that the 
State is considering enacting a 


separate legislation with regard 
to the administration of the 
Sabarimala Sree Ayyappa Swamy 
Temple. He accordingly seeks an 
adjournment,” the court said, 
and directed that the matter be 
listed after four weeks. 

The development comes at a 
time when the state government 
is reeling from aftereffects of its 


stand on the Sabarimala issue af¬ 
ter the apex court quashed age 
restrictions for entry of women. 

The bench was hearing a plea 
by seniormost member of Pand- 
alam royal family Revathi Naal P 
Ramavarma Raja, through Seni¬ 
or Advocate K Radhakrishnan, 
seeking a separate panel for ad¬ 
ministration of the temple. ENS 


DISPUTE BETWEEN KERALA CHURCH FACTIONS 

SC irked with HC for ‘disturbing’ 
its decision: Who is this judge? 


EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE 

NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER6 


THE SUPREME Court on Friday 
lashed out at the Kerala High 
Court over its intervention in a dis¬ 
pute between Church factions in 
contravention of its judgment. 

A bench of Justices Arun 
Mishra and M R Shah was upset 
about the March 8 interim order 
of a single judge of the HC, allow¬ 
ing the Orthodox and Jacobite fac¬ 
tions of Malankara Orthodox 
Syrian Church to conduct religious 
services in a church in Emakulam 
district. “The High Court has no 
right to disturb our decision. This 
is height of judicial indiscipline. 
Tell your judges in Kerala they are 
part of India,” Justice Mishra said. 

The court’s reference was to its 
July 3,2017, judgment upholding 
the Orthodox faction’s rights to 


administer churches under Mala¬ 
nkara Orthodox Syrian Church. 

The HC ordered status quo, 
which, however, had the effect of 
allowing both sides to conduct 
services in the Church in question. 

On Friday, the top court ques¬ 
tioned the HC judgment and said, 
“It is highly objectionable. Who is 
this judge? Tell his name aloud. Let 
all know." 

The counsel representing the 
respondents then read out the 
name from the HC order. 

The apex court was hearing a 
plea by the Orthodox faction chal- 
lenging the HC order. The 
Orthodox faction had filed a civil 
suit claiming exclusive rights to 
administer the Emakulam church 
concerned and seeking an injunc¬ 
tion against anyone else interven¬ 
ing in its rights. 

This was dismissed, following 
which the Orthodox faction 


moved the HC. 

In an interim order on March 
8 , the HC ordered status quo. 

Upset with the HC order, the 
Orthodox faction appealed to the 
apex court. 

Appearing for the Orthodox 
side, advocate Sadarul Anam re¬ 
ferred to the SC judgment of July 3, 
2017, adjudicating the dispute be¬ 
tween the two factions. The court 
had upheld the Orthodox faction’s 
rights to administer churches un¬ 
der the 1934 Constitution of the 
Malankara Church. 

Taking note, the SC bench on 
Friday wondered how the HC 
could pass the interim order 
which was in contravention of its 
decision. The court set aside the 
HC order and disposed of the 
suit, saying the 2017 decision 
was in a representative manner 
and applied to all churches in 
question. 


DR S LAKSHMANAN, DEPUTY COMMISSIONER, CACHAR 

AWARD CATEGORY: BORDER DISTRICTS 


How a district in Assam is tackling corruption 

with just a phone call 


ABHISHEKSAHA 

SILCHAR,SEPTEMBER 6 

FROM ORDERING a magisterial 
enquiry following a complaint re¬ 
garding alleged financial irregu¬ 
larities in the implementation of 
a mid-day meal scheme in a pub¬ 
lic high school to conducting re¬ 
assessment of weights in a weigh¬ 
bridge and penalising overloaded 
coal trucks — actions were taken 
immediately after complaints 
were filed against corrupt prac¬ 
tices in Assam’s Cachar district. 

Both officials as well as resi¬ 
dents of the district agree that the 
administration’s umbrella anti¬ 
corruption initiatives, ‘Debo Na, 
Nebo Na’ (Won’t give, won’t take), 
launched in May 2017 and a brain- 
child of former Cachar Deputy 
Commissioner Dr S Lakshmanan, 
has simplified the procedure 
through which people can file 
their grievances with the admin¬ 
istration. All it takes now is a 
phone call to register a complaint. 

Until September last year, au¬ 
thorities said, as many as 13,075 
complaints were received 
through phone calls, 30,000 
through drop-boxes and 472 
through the mobile application. 

“In accordance with the chief 
minister’s vision, we imple- 




I nifl ni II' lljtii'omirr 


presents 




mented the initiative at the grass¬ 
roots. .. The initiative also helped 
us identify bad procedures and 
rectify them,” said Lakshmanan 
after receiving The Indian 
Express Excellence in 
Governance Awards that were 
given away on August 21. He is 
currently serving as the DC of 
Sivasagar district. 



AbhinavSaha Express 


Cachar Deputy Commissioner Dr S Lakshmanan receives the award from Union Minister of State for Prime Minister’s Office 
Jitendra Singh; (right) a ‘Debo na nebo na’ box at a government office at Silchar in Cachar district 



“The complaints have now 
increased manifold,” said senior 
district administration official 
Ruli Daulagupu, adding that on 
an average, at least 15 complaints 
are registered everyday and nec¬ 
essary actions are initiated. The 
actions taken depend on a vari¬ 
ety of factors — from confirming 
the authenticity of the complaint 
to facilitating the resolution of 
the issue by coordinating with 
heads of departments con¬ 
cerned. In many cases, even mag¬ 
isterial enquiries are ordered. 

“The initiative has been cur¬ 
rently taken over by the district’s 
Grievance and Complaint 
Redressal Cell. This has given the 
project a broader prospect. Now, 
actions are taken more swiftly 
than when it began. While about 
five or six officials posted at the 
district administration office look 
after the offline section, another 
group of officials operate the on¬ 
line section out of the National 
Institute of Technology in 
Silchar,” says Daulagupu. 

Documents accessed by The 
Indian Express showed, among 
others, complaints related to cor¬ 
ruption, demand for a bribe, ir¬ 
regularity in attendance of teach¬ 
ers in government schools, 
corruption by forest department 
officials etc. 


While posters promoting the 
campaign adorn the entrance of 
most public buildings, drop- 
boxes have been placed outside 
government offices in the dis¬ 
tricts. In its initial days, the cam¬ 
paign was promoted through 
SMS and video advertisement on 
local television channels and 
YouTube. Officials were also im¬ 
parted training to enable them to 
access the mobile app. 

“The motive is to ensure that 
there is no absence of facilities to 
communicate about a corrupt 
practice or its possibility immedi¬ 
ately from the point of occur¬ 
rence,” said Lakshmanan, 

The legislator of Katigora con¬ 
stituency in Cachar district, A C 
Jain, said, “The positive effects of 
the campaign are showing on the 
ground. For the first time, a sys¬ 
tematic process has been put in 
place in the district to report cor¬ 
ruption. Prior to this, the people 
did not have any easy way to reg¬ 
ister their complaint against 
corruption.” 

Sailesh Singh, a junior engi¬ 
neer with the District Rural 
Development Agency in Cachar, 
said, “A fear has developed 
among government employees 
in the district that if they try to in¬ 
dulge in corruption, anyone can 
report it to the senior officials.” 


epaper, l 


rndiane 


ss.com 


■ ■ 


■■ ■ 


■ 




























































9 


THE INDIAN EXPRESS, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2019 

Express Network 




# 




\ 


lN.E.ftWS.1 


\ 


& 

2N 


V.nm^ 


North 


BSP snaps alliance with 
Dushyant Chautala’sJJP 


Modi-Xi meet helped bilateral 
relations: top China diplomat 

Says Pakistan’s efforts to fight international terror are ‘worthy of applause’ 


Proximity to Pak 
may affect 
goodwill, BJP 
team tells China 


Chandigarh: In a late night 
development, the Bahujan 
Samaj Party (BSP) called off 
its alliance with Dushyant 
Chautala’sjannayak Janata 
Party for the upcoming 
Haryana Assembly election 
— the third time it has 
walked out of a tie-up in the 
poll-bound state in the last 
seven months. The 


Ranchi : A traffic constable in 
Ranchi was fined Rs 36,000 
under the new Motor Vehicle 
Act for riding a two-wheeler 
without a helmet on Friday. 
This is the first case of a traffic 
police personnel being fined 
in Ranchi. Under the new law, 
enforcement personnel will 
have to pay twice the penalty 
if they break traffic rules in the 


Panaji: A swimming coach 
accused of molesting a minor 
girl was arrested in New 
Delhi late Friday, Goa Police 
officials said. The police had 
sent teams to north India and 
Bengaluru in search of the 
coach, who was booked on 
Thursday under charges of 
rape of the girl, who is a na¬ 
tional-level swimmer. “The 
location of the accused was 


Tirupati: Three people were 
arrested on Friday in 
Tirumala, where the Lord 
Venkateswara temple in lo¬ 
cated, for allegedly posting 
provocative messages on so¬ 
cial media, hurting senti¬ 
ments of devotees, police 
said. Mobile phones were 
also seized from the arrested 
men, who are in their twen- 


Mayawati-led party had 
called off its alliance with the 
Indian National Lok Dal in 
February this year followed 
by Loktantra Suraksha Party 
(LSP) of former MP Raj 
Kumar Saini in June. The de¬ 
cision to call off the alliance 
with JJP in the state was an¬ 
nounced by Mayawati in a 
series of tweets. ENS 


state. Ranchi traffic SP, Ajit 
Peter Dungdung, said the of¬ 
ficial was fined while he was 
returning home on a motor¬ 
cycle without a helmet. 
“When he was stopped and 
asked for a driving license, 
pollution under control cer¬ 
tificate and other documents, 
he was not able to produce 
them.” ENS 


finally found in New Delhi’s 
Kashmere Gate area,” a Goa 
Police spokesperson said. 
The coach was booked under 
Sections 461, 354,376 and 
506 (ii) of the IPC, Section 8 
of Goa Children’s Act and 
Sections 6 and 8 of POCSO 
Act. According to the father 
of the girl, the coach mo¬ 
lested her at a sports com¬ 
plex in Goa. ENS 


ties, Superintendent of Police 
KKN Anburajan here said. 
While one of the arrested is 
from Guntur in Andhra 
Pradesh, the other two are 
from Hyderabad,he said. The 
messages were circulated on 
August 31, according to the 
police. The body that admin¬ 
isters the temple had lodged 
a complaint. PTI 


DIPANKARGHOSE 

BEIJING,SEPTEMBER6 

A TOP diplomat in China’s 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) 
on Thursday said that while 
there have been setbacks in 
India-China relationship, the 
meeting between Chinese 
President in Xi Jinping and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi last 
year was a milestone event that 
brought the relationship “back 
on track”. 

But senior MFA diplomats 
also articulated their support for 
Pakistan and said Islamabad is 
“fighting international terror”, 
and its efforts are “worthy of ap¬ 
plause.” 

Speaking to journalists from 
18 countries who were in Beijing 
as part of a media delegation or- 
ganised by the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation (SCO), 


EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE 

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 6 


VICE PRESIDENT M Venkaiah 
Naidu on Friday said that even 
though India acts with restraint in 
the face of “grave provocations”, 
the country will give a befitting re¬ 
sponse if it is attacked. 

Speaking at the launch of a 
compilation of 95 speeches deliv¬ 
ered by President Ram Nath 
Kovind in the last one year, Naidu 
said, “If you go through the history 
of India, it was never an aggressor, 
never attacked any country in 
spite of being known as ‘vish- 
waguru’ (world leader), in spite of 
having maximum GDP much be¬ 
fore others.” 

He said India “never attacked 
any other country” even as “all 
other Tom, Dick and Harry came 
and attacked us, mled us, mined 
us and cheated us”. 

“If you want to live in har¬ 
mony, in peace, you must live to¬ 
gether, work together, and then 
move together,” he said. 

“In spite of grave provocations, 
you must be seeing in the recent 
past, we are not doing anything. 
But if somebody attacks us, we 


ADILAKHZER 

SRINAGAR,SEPTEMBER6 


AS SCHOOLS in Kashmir con¬ 
tinue to remain deserted follow¬ 
ing the government’s decision to 
open them in phases up to Class 
10 , the management of various 
schools has started asking stu¬ 
dents through advertisements 
to collect video lessons and as¬ 
signments. 

“Parents are requested to col¬ 
lect video lessons and study ma¬ 
terial as per mentioned schedule 
at K.S.E.R.T College Humhama 
from 7.30 am to 10.30 am... par¬ 
ents are requested to carry a pen 


Yu Jun, Counsellor, MFA, and a 
senior diplomat, said in response 
to a question from The Indian 
Express, “The SCO is committed 
to the Shanghai Spirit of mutual 
trust and cooperation. For many 
years, we have taken the 
Shanghai Spirit as a set of guide¬ 
lines between member-states. It 
is fairto say that(in) recentyears, 
the mutual trust is absolutely 
growing. Yes, to be frank, there 
is conflict between China and 
India, and India and Pakistan. But 
under SCO we have established 
a platform of dialogue.” 

Stating last year saw “some 
setbacks in the relationship” be¬ 
tween India and China, Yu said, 
“Due to our joint efforts, leaders 
of the two countries met in 
Wuhan in an informal summit. 
This was a milestone event, put¬ 
ting things back on the normal 
track. We often say that regional 
countries have a shared future.” 


will give a reply to them which 
they will not be able to forget for 
the rest of their lives,” the Vice 
President emphasised, without 
naming any country. He said this 
should be understood by every¬ 
one, including those who try to 
provoke India. Naidu also quoted 
from the book regarding India’s 
commitment to protecting its sov¬ 
ereignty through peaceful means 
and said that the country has al¬ 
ways strongly adhered to the val¬ 
ues of peace and cooperation. 

He said President Kovind ex¬ 
pects a high level of commitment 


drive (Minimum capacity of 32 
GB) or a Hard drive,” reads an ad¬ 
vertisement issued by Delhi 
Public School Budgam in a local 
daily. 

Dubai Grand School 
International, another Srinagar- 
based school, issued a similar 
“Important notice for parents” 

“Parents are requested to col¬ 
lect the study material of their 
wards from school office on 11 
and 12 of September 2019 from 
9.30 am- 2.30 pm,” it said. 

Dr A G M’s City School issued 
an advertisement saying: “The 
students of classes 10th, 11th and 
12 are informed to submit their 
board examination forms to 


The question was about re¬ 
gional conflicts between SCO 
member-counties being an im¬ 
pediment to cooperation. 

In response to a question 
from another delegate, Yu said, 
“We also know that Pakistan has 
been fighting international ter¬ 
ror and they have paid costs. We 
applaud its efforts in this regard 
and urge support from countries 
under the framework of SCO.” 

The ministry reiterated its 
positions on Hong Kong and 
Beijing’s stance on the trade war 
between China and the United 
States. 

On Hong Kong, Yu said steps 
the administration’s steps taken 
against the protesters, which he 
said have faced condemnation 
from parts of the international 
community, were lawful and le¬ 
gitimate. He said, “Hong Kong’s 
problems are China’s internal af¬ 
fairs. The steps that have been 


among bureaucrats, and that he 
has inspired hundreds of young 
civil servants to become change 
agents, delivering social justice 
and acting as custodians of con¬ 
stitutional ethic and mle of law. 

The books, titled ‘Republican 
Ethic (vol. 2)’ and ‘Loktantra ke 
Swar (khand 2)’, have been pub¬ 
lished by the Publications Division 
under the Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting and will be on 
e-platforms such as Kindle and 
App Store to meet the demands of 
e-book readers, I&B Minister 
Prakashjavadekar said. 


school (Last Date is 7 September 
2019). Further, the students of 
classes K.G to 12,th are informed 
to collect their assignments from 
12th to 15th September 2019 
from 9.00 Am to 12.00 noon.” 

Aamir Khan, a parent in 
Srinagar, told The Indian Express 
that he first bought a pen drive 
and then headed to his son’s 
school. “After we saw the notice, 
I visited the school and collected 
the assignment. We have been 
given assignments for a few 
weeks,” he said. 

A senior officer from the 
Education Department told The 
Indian Express that while there 
are no specific directions to 


taken are legitimate, lawful, and 
will prevent Hong Kong from be¬ 
coming a haven for criminals. 
The outrageous moves of (some) 
radical elements has gone far be¬ 
yond what freedom of speech 
and assembly can allow.” 

Yu said China would con¬ 
tinue to back the administration 
in Hong Kong, and that some 
“western countries” were insti¬ 
gating trouble by making 
“groundless remarks.” 

On the trade war between 
China and the US, Yu blamed 
Washington for initiating it and 
said the US believes in “unilater- 
alism and bullying”. He said, 
“This (China-US trade war) will 
hurt the world economy and the 
US itself.... China doesn’t want a 
trade war - not that it is afraid of 
one.” 

(The reporterwaspartofa me¬ 
dia delegation from 18 countries 
invited to China by SCO). 

India, S Korea 
ink deal for Navy 
logistical support 

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE 

NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER6 


DEFENCE MINISTER Rajnath 
Singh held talks with his South 
Korean counterpart Jeong 
Kyeongdoo on Friday. They com¬ 
prehensively reviewed bilateral 
defence cooperation and signed 
two agreements to expand de¬ 
fence educational exchanges and 
extend logistical support to each 
other’s navies. 

As per a statement, Singh and 
Kyeongdoo “noted that defence 
cooperation lies at the heart of the 
Special Strategic Partnership” be¬ 
tween the two countries. “They 
discussed the ongoing coopera¬ 
tion at Service-to-Service level 
and prospects for enhanced coop¬ 
eration between defence indus¬ 
tries of India and Korea,” it said. 

Speaking at a forum of defence 
industry leaders, Singh said India 
and South Korea have “formu¬ 
lated a roadmap to take bilateral 
defence industry cooperation to 
the next level”. He mentioned sec¬ 
tors like land systems, aero-sys- 
tems, naval systems, research and 
development in Testing, 
Certificationm, Quality Assurance. 


schools to provide assignments 
to students, schools are taking 
these initiatives on their own. 

The Indian Express has re¬ 
ported that while the most of the 
schools in the Valley are open, the 
attendance remains “very thin”. 
“We have reports of some stu¬ 
dents attending schools in the 
districts. But overall attendance 
continues to be very thin,” the of¬ 
ficer said. 

The government initially an¬ 
nounced opening of primary 
schools followed by middle and 
high schools across the Valley. 
While teachers have reported for 
duty, the students have mostly 
stayed away from schools. 


LIZ MATHEW 

NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER6 


A BJP delegation has conveyed to 
the Communist Party of China 
(CPC) leadership that the good¬ 
will China enjoys in India could 
get affected if Beijing is seen as 
supporting Pakistan, which the 
delegation said is fostering and 
promoting terrorist activities in 
India. 

The 11-member high-level 
BJP delegation led by general 
secretary Arun Singh also urged 
China to take measures to in¬ 
crease imports from India so that 
the $57.86 billion trade deficit 
could be brought down. 

In discussions between the 
BJP delegation and the CPC lead¬ 
ership during the seven-day visit 
that included party MPs, the key 
message was that “each one 
should respect the other’s con¬ 
cerns, sensitivities and aspira¬ 
tions,” Singh told The Indian 
Express. 

Incidentally, the BJP delega¬ 
tion’s August 26-September 1 
visit comes ahead of Chinese 
President Xi Jinping’s visit to 
India in October and also in the 
wake of the Centre’s move to 
scrap the special status to 
Jammu and Kashmir state and 
bifurcate it into two Union 
Territories of J&K and Ladakh. 

Beijing had reacted strongly 
to the move saying India should 
avoid “unilateral actions” in J&K 
that could trigger tensions in the 
region and maintained that the 
reorganisation of Ladakh as a UT 
was “unacceptable”. 

On August 16, China had 
pushed the United Nations 
Security Council to meet for a 
closed-door, informal consulta¬ 
tion on the situation in J&K. 
China’s envoy to the UN Zhang 
Jun said UNSC members were 
“concerned about the human 
rights situation there and also it’s 
the general view of members 
that parties concerned should 
refrain from taking any unilat¬ 
eral action that might further ag¬ 
gravate the tension”. India has 
rebutted the claim. 


EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE 

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 6 


ACTIVIST SHEHLA Rashid has 
been booked under sedition and 
other criminal charges for al¬ 
legedly spreading misinformation 
about armed forces in Kashmir. 
The HR has been registered on the 
basis of a complaint by advocate 
Alakh Alok Srivastava. 

On August 18, Rashid posted a 
series of tweets, out of which two 
have been mentioned by the 
complainant. The tweets alleged 
excesses by the forces against chil¬ 
dren and youths in the Valley. 

In his complaint, Srivastava 
has said, “The allegations made by 
her are false, baseless and con¬ 
cocted. She has not provided any 
evidence of the torture...She is de- 


However, BJP leader Arun 
Singh said the issue was not 
raised in meetings with top CPC 
leaders, but the matter came up 
in “small meetings”. “We main¬ 
tained that there is no change in 
the territory of any country. And 
the whole purpose of the move 
was the welfare of the people in 
the state,” said Singh. 

Vijay Chauthaiwale, BJP’s for¬ 
eign affairs department in 
charge, who was part of the del¬ 
egation, said the BJP’s decision to 
go ahead with this visit despite 
the developments at the UNSC 
showed that the ruling party 
“was keen to have dialogues”. 

He told The Indian Express: 
“There was a good attempt to 
understand each party’s func¬ 
tioning and structure. Whenever 
there was a reference to J&K, we 
put our position clear and they 
did theirs.” 

Another highlight of the visit, 
Chauthaiwale said, is that BJP’s 
president Amit Shah had writ¬ 
ten a letter meant for Chinese 
President Xi Jinping. 

The letter, which was handed 
over to the CPC leadership, ap¬ 
parently said that there should 
be more interactions between 
the two parties. 

Singh, who described the 
visit at the invitation of CPC as 
“extremely successful”, said that 
ruling party leaders have sug¬ 
gested agriculture products, 
pharmaceutical and tourism 
sectors as the areas where 
Beijing can work to bring down 
the huge trade deficit between 
the two countries. 

Apart from Singh and 
Chauthaiwale, the delegation in¬ 
cluded Gopal Agarwal, national 
spokesperson on economic af¬ 
fairs, party MPs Shivkumar 
Udasi (Karnataka), Suresh Pujari 
(Odisha), Raksha Khadse 
(Maharashtra), Vivek Narayan 
Shejwalkar (Madhya Pradesh), 
Mahesh Poddar (Rajya Sabha), 
Chandigarh BJP president Sanjay 
Tandon, party spokesperson 
Ashok Goel and Neetu Dabas, 
secretary of the party’s youth 
wing BJYM in Delhi. They visited 
Beijing and Guangzhou. 


liberately and intentionally 
spreading fake news with the in¬ 
tention to incite violence in the 
country and create unrest in 
Jammu and Kashmir.” Srivastava 
said, “Shehla has maligned the 
image of the Indian Army. What I 
did was not out of politics.” 

Police said the case has been 
transferred to the Special Cell. ‘We 
have received a complaint against 
the accused for spreading misin¬ 
formation against the Army. We 
have registered a case and are 
probing the matter,” said Manishi 
Chandra, DCP (Special Cell). In a 
statement, Rashid said the FIR is 
“frivolous”, “politically motivated” 
and “an attempt to silence” her. 

Rashid is currently a member 
of Jammu and Kashmir People’s 
Movement, led by former IAS of¬ 
ficer Shah Faesal. 



Union minister Harsimrat Kaur Badal at the 
inauguration of the first ‘Mega Food Park’ in 
Nizambad district of Telangana on Friday, pn 


East 

Ranchi cop fined Rs 36,000 
for riding without helmet 


West 

Swimming coach accused of 
molesting minor held 


South 

Three held for provocative 
messages on social media 


India never aggressor despite 
being vishwa guru: Venkaiah 



Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu (centre), Union ministers 
Prakashjavadekar (right) and Thaawar Chand Gehlot at 
the book release event in New Delhi on Friday. AnilSharma 


As students stay away, Kashmir schools ask 
them to collect video lessons, assignments 


Activist Shehla Rashid 
booked for sedition 


TWO STUDIES ON ANCIENT DNA RELEASED 

‘No central Asian Steppe ancestry among Harappans’ 


SOMYALAKHANI, 

SOWMIYAASHOK 

&DIVYAA 

NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER6 


WITH THE release of two ancient 
DNA studies on Thursday, scien¬ 
tists may have solved a portion 
of the mystery around the Indus 
Valley Civilisation (IVC), also 
called the Harappan Civilisation, 
which was spread across north¬ 
western South Asia from 2600 to 
1900 BCE. 

The two studies — which ap¬ 
peared in journals Cell and Science 
— show that there was no central 
Asian Steppe ancestry among the 
Harappans, indicating that the 
Steppe pastoralists migrated to 
India after the decline of the 
Harappan civilisation. 

The study published in Cell, ti- 
tled “An Ancient Harappan 


Genome Lacks Ancestry from 
Steppe Pastoralists or Iranian 
Farmers”, examined DNA sam¬ 
ples extracted from 4,500-year- 
old skeletal remains of a woman 
found in Rakhigarhi, the IVC site 
in Haryana’s Hisar. Archeologist 
Vasant Shinde, one of the authors 
of the study, said, “The study con¬ 
clusively points to the fact that 
agriculture is indigenous to the re¬ 
gion; that there is no evidence of 
large-scale migration of any kind 
in the Harappan civilisation; that 
hunter-gatherers of the region 
gradually became farmers; and 
most importantly, Harappan peo¬ 
ple are the same as Vedic people.” 

The study states: “The individ¬ 
ual we sequenced fits as a mixture 
of people related to ancient 
Iranians (the largest component) 
and Southeast Asian hunter-gath¬ 
erers, a unique profile that 
matches ancient DNA from 11 ge- 



Remains of a site of the 
Harappan civilisation, study 


netic outliers from sites in Iran and 
Turkmenistan in cultural commu¬ 
nication with the IVC. These indi¬ 
viduals had little if any Steppe pas- 
toralist-derived ancestry, showing 
that it was not ubiquitous in 
northwest South Asia during the 
IVC as it is today.” 

Tony Joseph, who authored 
Early Indians: The Story of Our 
Ancestors and Where We Came 


From (2018), told The Indian 
Express, “The Cell study says that 
these 12 DNA samples tell us that 
the Harappans were a mixture of 
First Indians (or out of Africa mi¬ 
grants who first peopled India 
around 65,000years ago and then 
went on to populate southeast 
Asia etc) and west Asians from the 
Zagros region of Iran. It also says 
these migrants from west Asia 
reached India before agriculture 
began anywhere, so in that sense 
they may not have been farmers 
themselves yet. In other words, 
farming may have begun inde¬ 
pendently in India as my book, 
Early Indians, argued.” 

The study published in Science 
is the largest ever study of ancient 
human DNA, which analyses the 
genomes of523 ancient individu¬ 
als spanning the last 8,000 years, 
mostly from central Asia and 
northernmost South Asia. 


This was done to “elucidate 
the extent to which the major 
cultural transformations of farm¬ 
ing, pastoralism, and shifts in the 
distribution of languages in 
Eurasia were accompanied by 
movement of people”. 

As per the Science study, the 
main population of the Bronze 
Age Bactria Margiana 
Archaeological Complex (BMAC) 
“carried no ancestry from Steppe 
pastoralists and did not contribute 
substantially to later south Asians. 
However, Steppe pastoralist an¬ 
cestry appeared in outlier individ¬ 
uals at BMAC sites by the turn of 
the second millennium BCE 
around the same time as it ap¬ 
peared on the southern Steppe”. 

The study notes that “after 
IVC’s decline, this population 
mixed with northwestern 
groups with Steppe ancestry to 
form the ‘Ancient North Indians 


(ANI)’ and also mixed with 
southeastern groups to form the 
‘Ancestral South Indians (ASI)’, 
whose direct descendants today 
live in tribal groups in southern 
India”. 

The study states that ANI and 
ASI “drive the main gradient of 
genetic variation in south Asia 
today”. 

Joseph added, “The study in 
Science links the Steppe migra¬ 
tions into South Asia with the 
spread of Indo-European lan¬ 
guages to India, just as it links the 
Steppe migrations into Europe 
with the spread of Indo-European 
languages to Europe. Both Europe 
and South Asia saw major prehis¬ 
toric migrations from west Asia, 
and much later, from Central Asia, 
says the Science study. The study 
also says that the language of the 
Harappan civilisation was likely 
to be have been Dravidian.” 


Cheating case: Plea against 
bail of SC ex-staffer junked 


ANAND MOHAN J 

NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER6 

A DELHI court on Friday dis¬ 
missed the Delhi Police’s applica¬ 
tion to cancel the bail of a former 
woman employee of the 
Supreme Court who has been ac¬ 
cused cheating and criminal in¬ 
timidation on the pretext of get¬ 
ting the complainant a job at the 
apex court. 

Chief Metropolitan 
Magistrate (CMM) Manish 
Khurana dismissed the police’s 
application after the com¬ 
plainant, Naveen Kumar, 31, 
failed to appear in court for the 
third time. The court observed 
that “no fruitful purpose would 
be served by keeping the appli¬ 
cation pending”. 

The accused is the same 
woman who had levelled allega¬ 
tions of sexual harassment 


against Chief Justice of India 
Ranjan Gogoi. 

In May, an in-house inquiry 
committee of the top court had 
concluded that it “found no sub¬ 
stance” in the woman’s allega¬ 
tions of sexual harassment and 
given CJI Gogoi a clean chit. 

In a sworn affidavit, the 
woman had called the cheating 
case filed by Kumar against her 
“false and frivolous”, and alleged 
that that she was being made a 
victim for her complaint against 
the CJI. 

On Friday, CMM Khurana 
waited for over an hour for inves¬ 
tigating officer Mukesh Antil to 
arrive in court with Kumar. When 
the final call for Delhi Police was 
made, CMM Khurana observed, 
“In these circumstances, no fruit¬ 
ful purpose would be served by 
keeping the application pending. 
The application is thus dismissed 
and disposed of.” 
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WordlyWise 

Only God, who appointed me, will remove me 
— not the MDC, not the British. Only God 

WILL REMOVE ME! — Robert Mugabe 


The Indian EXPRESS 

^ Founded By ^ 

Ramnath Goenka 

BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL 


Rates and risks 

Linking floating rate loans to external benchmarks might 
improve transmission. But there are challenges 

I N AN ATTEMPT to improve the transmission of monetary policy, the Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI) has mandated banks to link all new floating rate loans extended to 
both retail consumers as well as micro and small enterprises to an external bench¬ 
mark next month onwards. Banks have the option of choosing the external bench¬ 
mark which could be either the repo rate or the yield on the three- or six-month treas¬ 
ury bill or any other benchmark interest rate published by the Financial Benchmarks 
India Private Limited (FBIL). This move comes after repeated attempts by the RBI, such as 
the shift to the marginal cost of funds based lending rate regime, have failed to improve 
the transmission of monetary policy in India. As was pointed out by the monetary policy 
committee in its last meeting, even as the policy rate was slashed by 75 basis points be¬ 
tween February and June 2019, lending rates (weighted average) declined by only 29 ba¬ 
sis points during the same period. While the shift to this new framework might lead to 
faster transmission, it poses significant challenges. 

For banks, mandating external benchmarking of lending rates could lead to interest 
rate risks. As external benchmarking will sever the link between bank deposit and lend¬ 
ing rates, banks interest margins will come under pressure in a scenario where interest 
rates are falling, as lending rates will fall faster than deposit rates. Banks may thus want 
to price in this risk by increasing the spread they have been allowed to charge over the 
benchmark rate. This may lower the expected benefit from shifting to external bench¬ 
marking. The new framework may also lead to banks wanting to link their deposit rates 
to an external benchmark. This will not please depositors as they may prefer the option 
of having fixed rates. There is also the issue of small savings instruments to contend with. 
As rates on these instruments tend to be more sticky in nature compared to bank deposit 
rates, banks will face greater competition when interest rates are on a downward trajec¬ 
tory, which could lead to a flight of deposits. Then there is also the issue of which bench¬ 
mark to adopt. There may be a preference for the repo rate as yields on T-bills tend to be 
more volatile in nature. Sudden shocks to the system could push up short-term yields 
sharply, which will then have to be transmitted to borrowers. 

Instead of mandating external benchmarking, a preferable option would have been 
to allow banks to gradually move towards this framework. The State Bank of India has 
already linked its savings deposit and short-term loans to the repo rate. Proposals for 
linking bulk deposits have also been mooted. Such voluntary moves could have, over 
time, forced others to follow suit. 


Imperfect icon 

Robert Mugabe leaves behind a contested legacy which offer 
insights into building of post-colonial states in Africa 

R OBERT GABRIEL MUGABE, who ruled Zimbabwe for nearly four decades before 
he was ousted by the military in 2017, was a representative figure among Africa’s 
anti-colonial nationalists. Like Gamal Abdel Nasser in Egypt, Patrice Lumumba 
in Congo, Kenneth Kaunda of Zambia, Julius Nyerere.Jomo Kenyatta in Kenya, 
Leopold Senghor in Senegal, Ben Bella in Algeria, Kwame Nkrumah in Ghana, Mugabe too 
had led his country to freedom, promising to remove poverty and usher in prosperity. But, 
like some of his illustrious contemporaries and predecessors, he too overstayed in office 
and turned into an authoritarian ruler. As the promise of liberation faded and the country 
began to fall apart, Mugabe, almost as if following a pattern, centralised power, banned all 
opposition and ruled with an iron-fist, until his luck ran out and he had to leave office. 

Announcing Mugabe’s demise, Zimbabwe President Emmerson Mnangagwa called 
him “an icon of liberation, a pan-Africanist who dedicated his life to the emancipation and 
empowerment of his people. His contribution to the history of our nation and continent 
will never be forgotten.” Every word is true, but so is the sharp criticism in many quarters 
that Mugabe rule left Zimbabwe in ruins. Soon after he negotiated independence from 
Britain in 1980, Mugabe spoke about reconciliation with the white minority that had op¬ 
pressed the native communities, and of building a multi-racial society. This was in sharp 
contrast to many African nationalist governments which had sought to rebuild their so¬ 
ciety and economy by expelling minority communities that controlled the resources. 
However, Mugabe’s reconciliation project was stymied by the reality on the ground, 
where almost all arable land was owned by the white minority while its former colonial 
ruler, Britain, refused reparations to facilitate distribution of resources. Zimbabwe’s largely 
agrarian economy collapsed in the wake of land seizures in the last decade, leading to 
hyper inflation, corruption and collapse of the state itself. 

Mugabe’s record mirrors similar failures elswehere in the African continent, where a 
host of nationalists had failed to translate the imagination of the anti-colonial stmggles 
they led to building successful democracies. Ideas like Pan Africanism, African socialism, 
Pan Arabism and Negritude could not transcend the logic of capitalism and the nation¬ 
state. The transition from colony to republic was also complicated by Cold War politics and 
the reluctance of the former colonial powers to let go of their influence. The projects of 
nationalisation and socialisation of resources of these leaders could not meet the needs 
and aspirations of their people. The contradictions that emerged out of the clash between 
ideals and reality turned many of these leaders into authoritarian rulers, if not outright 
despots, tainting their legacies in enduring ways. 


The true original 

The game has thrown up someone like Steve Smith after years, 
and the cricketing fraternity doesn’t know how to respond 

H OWTO GET Steve Smith out” is the cricketing question of our times. Should 
the bowlers give up trying to get him out lbw? Should they abort the 
bouncer tactic? Should they give up bowling around off stump? That most 
experts reckon the best way to bowl to him is at the fifth or sixth stump, way 
outside off stump, with monotonous regularity, hour after hour, is ridiculous to say the 
least. But that’s the effect he has had. In just his third game after the comeback, he has al¬ 
ready become the highest run-getter this year in world cricket. 

Cricket has thrown up a true original after years, and it seems the cricketing fraternity 
doesn’t know how to respond. If the conclusion is now to abandon the game’s age-old wis¬ 
dom, gained over 130 years, of either attacking the stumps or teasing the edge by bowling 
in the off-stump corridor, then there can be no greater compliment to Smith. The soul of 
his art seems to be distraction. It’s an effect that bowlers with unusual actions usually have 
on batsmen. The lack of rhythm in a strange action puts off batsmen. Smith seems to have 
that effect on the bowlers, who can’t find a rhythm to his batting that they can prey on. 

He can drive off the back foot. He can pull off the front foot. He can hit the ball on the 
legs inside-out to the off if the mood seizes him. The English, in particular, seem to have 
given up and are waiting for boredom to get him out. The best ball, probably, is still the 
leg cutter from the off-stump line that paid them rich dividends last time he was in 
England. But caught in his whirlpool of distraction, they have abandoned that weapon and 
are bleeding runs. The English crowd came to boo him. They leave the arena in a daze. 
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Upamanyu Hazarika 


Only way of protecting Assam’s indigenous population 
is through a legal regime reserving land, resources 


THE NATIONAL REGISTER of Citizens in the 
national debate and discussion has been seen 
only through the prism of the foreigners who 
have been excluded from the list. The “hu¬ 
man rights” of those excluded has been the 
primary cause for concern. What has been 
forgotten and overlooked is that there is vir¬ 
tually no discussion on why the NRC was ne¬ 
cessitated, and for whom. 

Large scale and continuous migration 
through a porous border, primarily in quest 
of land and government-sponsored benefits, 
is the primary cause. It has seen an exponen¬ 
tial increase since the 1980s, Assam being the 
easiest place to get proof of citizenship. The 
estimates of the number of infiltrators have 
shown a consistent increase over time (1992, 
32 lakh, state government; 2004,50 lakh, UPA 
government; 2016,80 lakh, NDA govern¬ 
ment) and they comprise over 25 per cent of 
the population of the state (3.11 crore, popu¬ 
lation of Assam, 2011 census). 

These are only the post March 25,1971 
migrants, as infiltrators in Assam after 
Independence and upto this date are granted 
citizenship (unlike the rest of India), which 
would be an additional 10 per cent of the pop¬ 
ulation. Three independent studies have es¬ 
timated that by 2040 to 2051, the indigenous 
people in Assam will become a minority un¬ 
der the weight of the Bangladeshi influx. The 
Northeast and Assam are a treasure trove of 
ethnic diversity — out of525 ethnic commu¬ 
nities in India, 240 are in the Northeast and 
Assam has 115. The size of such communities 
varies from 5,000 (Tai Phake, Tai Khamyang 
etc) to 60 lakh for Koch Rajbongshis (the 
largest ethnic group). But all of these com¬ 
munities, individually and collectively, face 
the threat of extinction at the hands of 
Bangladeshi immigrants. 

A significant section of self-described lib¬ 
erals shows sympathy for infiltrators who are 
economic migrants, and not for the small in¬ 
digenous groups who face extinction. Only a 
few days ago, two senior advocates, Raju 
Ramachandran and C Uday Singh, in these 
columns, made a strong case for retaining all 
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migrants. Charity at others’ expense is 
convenient. 

The NRC, from all indications, will exclude 
less than 20 per cent of all the foreigners stay¬ 
ing in Assam, which will legitimise 
Bangladeshi infiltrators becoming perma¬ 
nent citizens and subsequently turning into a 
majority. Thousands of instances, reported in 
the local press on a daily basis, have shown 
large-scale subversion of the NRC process by 
the immigrant population, but self-serving 
political leaders’, their gaze locked on their 
vote banks, have turned a blind eye. 

Given an earlier reluctant Congress gov¬ 
ernment, it is the prodding of the Supreme 
Court, laying down timelines and monitor¬ 
ing the process, that has seen completion of 
the NRC process. The inorganic intervention 
of the Supreme Court making one person the 
single point of responsibility, in the face of re¬ 
luctance of the political executive (with the 
BJP also dragging its feet), has resulted in huge 
discrepancies in the NRC, with a large num¬ 
ber of foreigners enabled to enter their 
names. The NRC procedure looks perfect on 
paper, but is riddled with huge flaws evident 
from two glaring facts — exclusion from the 
NRC draft in border districts (which have seen 
the highest population growth) is far lower 
at an average of 7.5 per cent against a state av¬ 
erage of 12.15 per cent. Those declared for¬ 
eigners through an adjudication process by 
the Foreigner Tribunals have, however, 
passed the citizenship test in the administra¬ 
tive process under the NRC. In fact, foreign¬ 
ers housed in detention camps have been ver¬ 
ified to be citizens and said to be residing in 
their homes by the ground personnel of the 
NRC. In the border districts and migrant- 
dominated areas, many of Bangladeshi ori¬ 
gin were involved in the NRC and quite a few 
of them, including school teachers, were 
found to have been adjudicated to be foreign¬ 
ers by the tribunals and superior courts. 

The NRC inclusion process had rigorous 
standards of furnishing a prescribed set of 
documents, followed up by a parallel verifica¬ 
tion process of co-relating data of those de¬ 


scended from a common ancestor (family 
tree verification). But the entire process fell 
flat as field verification—which was resorted 
to when documentation was incomplete, not 
found and/or appeared to be forged—did not 
verify documents. Rather, field personnel 
would record the statements of witnesses, 
neighbours of the applicant, vouching for the 
citizenship of the applicant. Surprisingly, 
while all the records of the applicants were 
digitised, the field verification reports, crucial 
for large-scale inclusion of doubtful appli¬ 
cants, were not digitised and consequently 
not verified or verifiable by the superiors. 

The Supreme Court on August 28,2018, 
being cognisant of these discrepancies, di¬ 
rected a 10 per cent sample re-verification of 
those included in the list. However, the gov¬ 
ernment and the state NRC coordinator did 
not show any enthusiasm. And the court was 
proved right in as much as nearly 10 months 
after the final draft, the NRC authorities, after 
gathering the list of declared foreigners, their 
descendants, etc from the government, pro¬ 
ceeded to exclude them on June 26,2019 by 
an additional list of 1.2 lakh, clearly demon¬ 
strating the failure of the NRC identification 
process. The court, however, chose to proceed 
without re-verification. 

The only means to protect indigenous 
people, to the extent possible, is to take a leaf 
out of other Northeastern states, which are 
protected from such infiltration by virtue of 
legal regimes reserving land, trade opportu¬ 
nities, jobs and other resources for the local 
indigenous population acting as a disincen¬ 
tive to economic migration from Bangladesh. 
As a commissioner appointed by the 
Supreme Court in 2015 on the State of Border 
and Infiltration from Bangladesh, I had 
strongly proposed and recommended that 
the only means of protecting the indigenous 
population in Assam is through a legal regime 
reserving land and resources for them. 

The writer is Senior Advocate and 
Commissioner appointed by the Supreme 
Court on the Indo-Bangla border 



Khaled Ahmed 


PRIME MINISTER IMRAN Khan said in 
Washington in August that Pakistan had in¬ 
formed the US about Osama bin Laden’s pres¬ 
ence in Abbottabad and thought that it was 
therefore unfair on the part of the US to 
covertly attack Abbottabad and take out the 
al Qaeda leader without informing Pakistan. 

But an ex-head of Inter-Services 
Intelligence (ISI) General (retd) Asad Durrani, 
talking to A S Dulat, India’s former special di¬ 
rector of the Intelligence Bureau and former 
chief of the Research and Analysis Wing 
(R&AW) from 1999 to 2000, in the book Spy 
Chronicles (2017), came out with more detail 
about how the Americans found that bin 
Laden was living in Abbottabad. 

“I have no doubt that a retired Pakistani 
officer who was in intelligence walked in and 
told the Americans. I won’t take his name be¬ 
cause I can’t prove it and also I don’t want to 
give him any publicity. How much of the 50 
million dollars he got, who knows. But he is 
missing from Pakistan. I should know.” 

After this, Major General Asif Ghafoor, di¬ 
rector of Inter-Services Public Relation (ISPR) 
of the media wing of the Pakistan Army, 
stated: “Lt Gen Asad Durrani, retired, is being 
called to the GHQon 28 May 2018. He will be 
asked to explain his position”. 

Who was the officer who took “50 million 
dollars” to sneak on bin Laden? Will his name 
be forever hidden from the public? Journalist 
Amir Mir, author of Talibanisation of Pakistan: 
From9/H to26/ll and Beyond (2010) and The 
True Face ofjihadis (2006), in his blog, dug out 
the name too; but even then the discussion 
will not stop about who informed the US 


The Abbottabad Mystery 

How did the Americans find Osama bin Laden — is the question 
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the public? Journalist Amir 
Mir, author of 
‘Talibanisation of Pakistan: 
From 9/11 to 26/11’ and ‘The 
True Face ofjihadis’, in his 
blog, dug out the name too; 
but even then the discussion 
will not stop about who 
informed the US about bin 
Laden’s house near Pakistan’s 
prestigious Pakistan 
Military Academy. 


about bin Laden’s house near the prestigious 
Pakistan Military Academy. 

Mir relied on US Pulitzer Prize-winning 
journalist Seymour Hersh “who had claimed 
on May 10,2015 that a former Pakistani in¬ 
telligence official had informed the 
Americans about the Abbottabad hideout of 
the Al Qaeda chief’. The Hersh story was pub- 
lished in the London Review of Books and 
claimed that the May 2,2011 raid by the US 
Navy SEALs was planned by the Americans 
“with full knowledge and cooperation of the 
Pakistan Army and the Inter-Services 
Intelligence (ISI), which at that time were 
headed by General Ashfaq Kayani and Lt Gen 
Ahmed Shuja Pasha”. 

Hersh had stated: “In August 2010, a for¬ 
mer senior Pakistani intelligence officer ap¬ 
proached Jonathan Bank, then the CIA station 
chief at the US Embassy in Islamabad. He of¬ 
fered to tell the CIA where to find Osama bin 
Laden in return for the [head money] reward 
that the United States had offered in 2001. The 
CIA did not believe him, and the intelligence 
agency’s headquarters sent out a polygraph 
team which believed the Pakistani intelligence 
official only after he had passed the test.” 

Amir Mir adds: “The former intelligence 
official and his family were subsequently 
smuggled out of Pakistan and relocated in 
Washington [before the Osama hideout was 
raided]. He [the former Pakistani intelligence 
official] is now a consultant for the CIA”. 

Apart from General Durrani, there was an¬ 
other officer who got into the habit of express¬ 
ing views that were not liked. Former ISI chief 
Lt Gen Ziauddin Butt, cashiered abmptly from 


his job by Army Chief General Musharraf, had 
got into the habit of making “revealing” state¬ 
ments. American journalist and novelist David 
Ignatius revealed in 2012 that Butt had stated 
to him that “the Abbottabad compound was 
used by Intelligence Bureau” and that a report 
in the Pakistani press had quoted Butt as say¬ 
ing that bin Laden’s stay at Abbottabad was 
“arranged by Brigadier (retd) Ijaz Shah, dur¬ 
ing 2004-2008, on General Pervez 
Musharraf s instructions”. 

Amir Mir asserts: “Well-informed intelli¬ 
gence circles in...Rawalpindi concede that the 
vital information about the bin Laden com¬ 
pound was actually provided to the Americans 
by none other than an ISI official — Brigadier 
Usman Khalid. The retired brigadier, who has 
already been granted American citizenship 
along with his family members, had also per¬ 
suaded Shakeel Afridi, a Pakistani physician, 
to conduct a fake polio campaign in the Bilal 
Town area, Abbottabad to help the CIA hunt 
down Osama". 

Wikipedia adds: “The Abbottabad 
Commission Report is a judicial inquiry pa¬ 
per authored and submitted by the 
Abbottabad Commission, as led by Justice 
Javaid Iqbal, to the Prime Minister of Pakistan 
on 4 January 2013. The report investigates the 
circumstances surrounding the death of 
Osama bin Laden in Abbottabad. Upon sub¬ 
mission, the report was immediately classi¬ 
fied by the Prime Minister as secret and its 
findings were not made public.” 

The writer is consulting editor, 
Newsweek Pakistan 
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Janata Govt Quits 

THE 17-MONTH-OLD JANATA government 
in the Union Territory of Arunachal Pradesh, 
headed by P KThungon, quit office follow¬ 
ing mass desertions from the party, reduc¬ 
ing the government support in the 30-mem- 
ber Assembly to a minority of four. Thungon 
tendered the resignation of his ministry to 
the Lt Governor, R N Haldipur at Itanagar, 
capital of Arunachal, shortly after mid-day. 
While accepting the resignation, the Lt 
Governor asked him to continue in office till 
alternative arrangements were made. 

Kashmir In Havana 

PRESIDENT ZIAUL HAQOF Pakistan brought 


up the question of Kashmir in his address to 
the non-aligned conference in Havana. He 
said, “Pakistan is determined to seek the res¬ 
olution of the dispute regarding the future of 
Jammu and Kashmir in accordance with the 
relevant United Nations resolutions and the 
spirit of the Simla agreement. A just and 
peaceful solution of this problem will usher 
in a new era of cooperation and amity in 
South Asia”. 

Prices Shoot Up 

THE PRICES OF essential food items have shot 
up by 10 to 20 per cent in just the last 10 days 
or so. A survey of retail shops at Karol Bagh, 
Chandni Chowk, Daryaganj, Bhogal and INA 


Market reveals that the price of atta, maida, 
sugar, ghee, cooking oil, lentils and detergents 
have shot up. 

Streak Act 

SOME STUDENTS OF Delhi University’s St 
Stephens College were caught with their 
pants down by the police last night. A group 
of 50 to 60 boys from the college danced, 
sang and stripped in front of the Miranda 
House girls hostel around midnight. A bright 
moon and the streetlight made the boys’ rev¬ 
elry very visible to girls who came rushing 
on to the balcony to see what it was all about. 
Some boys stripped completely while oth¬ 
ers shouted naughty limericks. 










































WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM 



THE INDIAN EXPRESS, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7,2019 

The Ideas Page 


What the others say 

“The prime minister (Boris Johnson) sees a route to a hard Brexit by resigning 
and forcing opponents to answer the question they have yet to find an answer 
for: who leads the rebel alliance?” — THE GUARDIAN 


The problem of skilling India 

India’s employment crisis calls for more government expenditure in education, adequate training 


Misunderstanding 

Nehru-Patel 
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PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA Modi, in his 
recent Independence Day speech, said, “We 
need to worry about population explosion”. 
These words stand in stark contrast to his 
previous references to India’s demographic 
dividend where the country’s population 
was seen as an asset. This shift reflects a 
new awareness, according to which de¬ 
mography brings a dividend only if the 
youth is trained properly. Without proper 
training, instead of benefits, the country 
gets massive joblessness — at least, this is 
what common sense suggests. Reality is 
more complicated. 

A minimum of eight million new job 
seekers enter the jobs market every year. In 
2017, only 5.5 million had been created, and 
the situation is worsening: Unemployment 
rate is the highest in 45 years today. The 
Indian youth has become the first casualty, 
with the unemployment rate reaching 34 per 
cent among the 20-24-year-olds in the first 
quarter of 2019 — it was 37.9 per cent among 
the urban lot, according to the CMIE. Official 
sources from the government of India do not 
give very different data: According to the last 
2018 Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS), the 
unemployment rate among the urban 15-29- 
year-olds (a very large bracket) was 23.7 per 
cent. One may hypothesise that this perva¬ 
sivejoblessness was due to the poor training 
of the youth as only seven per cent of the peo¬ 
ple surveyed in the framework of the PLFS 
declared any formal or informal training. 

But there is a paradox here: According to 
a recent survey, 48 per cent of Indian employ¬ 
ers reported difficulties filling job vacancies 
due to talent shortage. The worst affected 
sector—which is also one of the strong points 
of India’s economy — has been Information 
Technology (IT), where 1,40,000 skilled 
techies could not be recmited in 2018 despite 
the employers’ efforts (a high proportion of 
the 5,00,000 job offers that had been made 
that year). Indeed, the CMIE reports show 
that the more educated Indians are, the more 
likely they are to remain unemployed too. 
The last PLFS for 2018 revealed that 33 per 
cent of the formally trained 15-29-year-olds 
were jobless. 

The Modi government assumed that this 
problem crystallised because the trained 
youth were not well-trained enough. Hence, 
the “Skill India” programme, whose objec¬ 
tive was “to train a minimum of300 million 
skilled people by the year 2022”. In 2014, 
Modi created a Ministry of Skill Development 
and Entrepreneurship to harmonise training 
processes, assessments, certification and out¬ 
comes and, crucially, to develop Industrial 
Training Institutions (ITIs) — the building 
blocks of this endeavour. The Executive 
Committee monitoring the mission gathered 
representatives of nine ministries, as voca¬ 
tional training was seen at the intersection 
of different domains, including agriculture, 
information technology, human resources 
development. 

Modi, who chaired the governing coun¬ 
cil and announced the setting up of 1,500 
new ITIs and 50,000 Skill Development 
Centres, committed himself to “Skill India” 
in eloquent terms: “Today, the world and 
India need a skilled workforce. I also want to 
create a pool of young people who are able 
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to create jobs. My brothers and sisters, having 
taken a resolve to enhance the skill develop¬ 
ment at a highly rapid pace, I want to accom¬ 
plish this”. 

Clearly, Modi saw “Skill India” as a plan 
complementary to another flagship scheme 
he launched in 2014 — “Make in India”, a pol¬ 
icy inviting foreign investors, and, as a way 
to train entrepreneurs (as evident from the 
name of the ministry in charge of “Skill 
India”). 

Besides the creation of more courses and 
institutes of vocational training, the main in¬ 
novation of “Skill India” consisted in integrat¬ 
ing “vocational training classes linked to the 
local economy” with formal education from 
class nine onwards in at least 25 per cent of 
the schools and higher education bodies. A 
very important aspect of Skill India was its 
PPP character: Companies were requested to 
“earmark 2 per cent of their payroll bill (in¬ 
cluding for contract labour) for skill develop¬ 
ment initiatives”. In parallel, the ITIs were 
supposed to “tie up with industry in the rel¬ 
evant trades to improve placement opportu¬ 
nities for candidates”. 

One of the most innovative dimensions 
of Skill India was the Pradhan Mantri 
Kaushal Vikas Yojana under which the train¬ 
ing fees was paid by the government. The 
PMKVY’s budget was approximately Rs 
12,000 crore for four years (2016-2020). Its 
main tool was the “short-term training”, 
which could last between 150 and 300 
hours, and which included some placement 
assistance by Training Partners upon suc¬ 
cessful completion of their assessment by 
the candidates. 

While the intentions of Skill India are 
commendable, the scheme falls short of the 
initial objectives. The target of this scheme 
was to reach out to 300 million young people 
by 2022, but only a mere 25 million had been 
trained under this scheme by the end of 2018. 
Partly due to mismanagement and partly due 
to the fact that funds available for “Skill India” 
were either not spent sufficiently quickly — 
because of a lack of candidates — or too little 
was spent. The money problem is evident 
from the graph and from the PLF Survey 
mentioned above which showed that, in 
2018, only 16 per cent of the youth who had 
received “formal training were funded by the 
government”. 


While the intentions of Skill 
India are commendable, the 
scheme falls short of the 
initial objectives. The target 
of this scheme was to reach 
out to 300 million young 
people by 2022, but only a 
mere 25 million have been 
trained under this scheme by 
the end of 2018. Partly due to 
mismanagement and partly 
due to the fact that funds 
available for “Skill India” 
were either not spent 
sufficiently quickly— 
because of a lack of 
candidates, or because of a 
paucity of funds. 


But the real problem lies elsewhere: 
Those who have been trained don’t find jobs. 
The number of those who have benefited 
from the Skill India scheme has increased, 
from 3,50,000 in 2016-17 to 1.6 million in 
2017-18, but the percentage of those who 
could find a job upon completion of their 
training has dropped from more than 50 per 
cent to 30 per cent. If one focuses only on the 
PMKVY, the results are even more disap¬ 
pointing. Responding to a question in the 
Rajya Sabha in March 2018, the then minis¬ 
ter for skill development, Dharmendra 
Pradhan, told the House that in the frame¬ 
work of this programme 4.13 million people 
had been trained, but only 6,15,000 (15 per 
cent) of them got a job. 

These limitations may be explained from 
three points of view. 

First, the training was not good enough - 
and this is why the employability rate re¬ 
mains very low. Second, while the govern¬ 
ment expected that some of the PMKVY- 
trainees would create their own enterprise, 
only 24 per cent of the 6,15,000 mentioned 
above started their business. And out of 
them, only 10,000 applied for MUDRA loans 
—a drop in the ocean. Third, and more im¬ 
portantly, India’s joblessness issue is not only 
a skills problem, it is representative of the 
lack of appetite of industrialists and SMEs for 
recmiting. The decline of the investment rate 
is a clear indication that the demand is weak 
—hence huge idle capacities — and invest¬ 
ing is not an easy thing to do anyway because 
of the limited access to credit that the accu¬ 
mulation of Non-Performing Assets has 
generated. 

Skill India will not be enough to create jobs 
if the slowdown continues. But in the long run, 
Skill India will also not be enough if govern¬ 
ment expenditures in education remain low 
and if, therefore, the ground isn’t prepared for 
proper training. In fact, under the Modi gov¬ 
ernment, allocation for school education has 
declined from 2.81 per cent of the budget in 
2013-14 to 2.05 per cent in 2018-19. It was 
above 3 per cent during UPAII. 

Jaffrelot is senior research fellow at CERI- 
Sciences Po/CNRS, Paris, professor of Indian 
Politics and Sociology at King’s India 

Institute, London;Jumle is an associate at 
Ikigai Law, New Delhi 
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Writer who was a listener 

Kiran Nagarkar’s oeuvre owes much to his interest in people and their stories 


I ALWAYS thought of Kiran Nagarkar as a 
mythical being. Growing up, I saw little of 
Nagarkar on television or in print. Many writ¬ 
ers were featured on a regular basis and there 
were long commentaries about their work. 
Some publications would dedicate weekend 
issues to celebrating the genius of a writer. 
But there was no Nagarkar. Or, did I miss 
him? 

I read Ravan Ef Eddie during my school 
days. I understood the novel much later 
while pursuing my undergraduate educa¬ 
tion in Pune. It demands a political con¬ 
sciousness or the appreciation of a context, 
which a school-goer might not always have. 
My proximity to Mumbai and later familiar¬ 
ity with the city’s history aided my reading of 
this remarkable novel. 

Having said that, Nagarkar’s bawdy and 
iconoclastic humour is never easy. His self¬ 
mockery is evident. Ravan is Hindu, Eddie is 
Catholic. Nagarkar’s novel also takes you in¬ 
side the congested chawls of Mumbai where 
the private and the public constantly inter¬ 
sect. It is one of the best Mumbai novels that 
captures the city’s Zeitgeist, while also ad¬ 
dressing the ascent of conservative religious 
forces that were undermining the cosmo¬ 
politan, multi-ethnic character of the city. 
Nagarkar was threatened with conse- 
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quences. His play Bedtime Story, written soon 
after the Emergency and based on episodes 
from the Mahabharata, was banned for years 
and released not too long ago, in 2015. In 
God’s Little Soldier, Nagarkar holds forth on 
his pet peeve, religious fanaticism. 

For anyone interested in English writing in 
India, Cuckold is unmissable. It is Nagarkar’s 
magnum opus and a work of great artistic 
imagination. Cuckold weaves together his¬ 
tory, mythology and poetry into a compelling 
narrative about Meerabai’s (Green Eyes in the 
novel) love story told through a fictional char¬ 
acter, Maharaj Kumar, who is quite anachro¬ 
nistic to the feudal setting of the novel. There 
have been very few attempts in Indian writ¬ 
ing in English that would parallel the scope 
of Cuckold. It is a watershed for historical fic¬ 
tion written in English in India. 

Cuckold was sadly eclipsed by the phe¬ 
nomenal success of Arundhati Roy’s The God 
of Small Things, which appeared in the same 
year and also went on to win the Booker 
Prize. Would Cuckold be treated differently 
if the two novels had appeared at different 
intervals? Good writing is never time bound. 
It is engaged in constant self-renewal as we 
have seen with Cuckold. The question, how¬ 
ever, remains — who else could have writ¬ 
ten a Cuckold ? This perhaps applies to a lot 


of Nagarkar’s other writing, including his 
rendering of Indian mystic and poet Kabir’s 
life in a contemporary setting in his last 
novel, The Arsonist. To me, his works evidence 
a strong bilingual sensibility, which is para¬ 
mount to understand and discern the com¬ 
plexities of our nation. This makes Nagarkar 
unique amongst his peers writing in English 
in India. The critic George Lukacs draws par¬ 
allels between the epic and the novel. I would 
like to think of Cuckold in that respect. 

I first met Nagarkar at a literary festival in 
Pune, which I had helped organise. In our first 
meeting, Nagarkar became Kiran and the fa¬ 
cade of the serious and taciturn writer disap¬ 
peared. He asked my opinion about his books. 
I wondered why was he asking. Why should it 
matter to a celebrated author what a young 
graduate thought about his work? 

U R Ananthamurthy did something sim¬ 
ilar when he asked me about Samskara. I am 
not prone to generalisations but Kiran, like 
Ananthamurthy, was a great listener. He 
wasn’t keen to only let the world know what 
he thought but had a great capacity and in¬ 
terest to listen — listening with empathy is 
increasingly a rare quality in the times we 
live in, when shrill debate gets prioritised 
over discussion. 

He was generous in his praise and affec¬ 


tion for Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal 
Nehru and spoke freely against any kind of 
autocratic or fascist regime. At a lit fest, I re¬ 
member his excitement on spotting some¬ 
one with a pile of his books. He invited the 
reader and inscribed each copy with a per¬ 
sonal message. His immense reserves of 
warmth often perplexed me. Perhaps the 
genesis of his writing was his vast interest in 
people and their stories. 

His later work, which includes novels like 
The Extras, Jasoda and Rest in Peace didn’t res¬ 
onate with a large section of his readers as 
deeply as his earlier pieces of writing. Kiran 
never understood the lack of enthusiasm to¬ 
wards his later writing and often complained 
in private about it. 

Kiran was always at work though he 
never shared details about what he was writ¬ 
ing. I disassociated myself after his name fea¬ 
tured in the Me Too allegations. I thought 
why should Kiran do this? Some months ago 
I was in Mumbai and wondered if I should 
meet him. I didn’t. He wrote me an email 
soon after asking,’’Will you come this side 
anytime soon?” 

I will now look for him in his books. 

The writer teaches literary and cultural 
studies at FLAME University, Pune 
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They often disagreed with each other. Yet they worked 
closely, presented a united front 



Yashwant Sinha 


THE “HIGHLY educated” and “learned” 
people who rule the country today are 
teaching us a new history of India. I am not 
merely referring to the assertions that in 
ancient India, we had all the scientific and 
technological inventions of today like air¬ 
planes, rockets, TVs, spacecrafts and artifi¬ 
cial intelligence but to their fulminations 
about the more recent events surrounding 
our Independence, the integration of the 
princely states and the roles played by 
Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru and the 
Deputy Prime Minister and Home Minister 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. Their version is 
that whatever the Sardar handled was a 
great success and whatever was handled 
by Nehru turned out to be a great blunder. 
Thus, while they are trying to co-opt the 
Sardar as one of their own (what an irony), 
Nehru is being projected as a villain. 

I recall the angry reaction of the home 
minister in the Lok Sabha during the de¬ 
bate on J&K when Manish Tewari of the 
Congress tried to assert that it was Nehru 
who was responsible for the accession to 
India of the princely states ofJunagadh, J&K 
and Hyderabad. The moment Tewari men¬ 
tioned Hyderabad, the home minster 
sprang to his feet to assert angrily that it 
was Patel who was responsible for the ac¬ 
cession of Hyderabad, not Nehru. Tewari 
did not respond. I wish he had and said that 
the home minister was absolutely right be¬ 
cause by the same logic the “credit” for do¬ 
ing what was being done in J&K must go to 
him rather than the prime minister. 

Sardar Patel was 14 years older than 
Nehru and was a leader of the masses in his 
own right. Though Nehru had become the 
prime minister, the Sardar, as deputy prime 
minister and home minister was almost, if 
not truly, his equal. The recent comparison 
which comes to mind is that of Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee and L K Advani during the 1998- 
2004 period when they were both in gov¬ 
ernment. Like Vajpayee and Advani, Nehru 
and Patel had their differences, sometimes 
very sharp ones. But the beauty of their re¬ 
lationship was, like in the relationship be¬ 
tween Vajpayee and Advani, these differ¬ 
ences were always resolved through 
discussions, or, in the case of Nehru and 
Patel, through the Mahatma’s intervention. 
At times the differences became so sharp 
that they led to Patel offering his resigna¬ 
tion from the government, to be followed 
by Nehru making a similar offer. They also 
played politics with each other, especially 
when it came to party affairs or, for in¬ 
stance, the choice of the first president of 
India. Patel, who had a better grip over the 
party, invariably won these contests. Do 
you recall the Loh Purush and Vikas Purush 
episode when the then BJP President 
Venkaiah Naidu made a comparison be¬ 
tween Advani and Vajpayee and described 
Advani as Loh Pumsh and Vajpayee as Vikas 
Purush? Vajpayee told Naidu that the party 
could march forward under the leadership 
of the Loh Purush and left the meeting. 


Yet, despite their differences, Patel con¬ 
tinued in government until his death and 
even accepted Nehru as his leader after the 
death of Gandhi. 

The Constitution of India was still being 
drafted and the country had decided to 
adopt the Westminster type of democracy 
with a prime minister and his cabinet, 
which was supposed to be collectively re¬ 
sponsible to Parliament. The Constitution 
was still a work in progress and so was the 
system of collective responsibility and the 
authority of the PM in the cabinet. Nehru 
was obviously keen to establish his posi¬ 
tion as primus inter pares in the cabinet and 
wanted his view to prevail. This often led 
to differences between Nehru and Patel as 
indeed between them and the other min¬ 
isters. But is this not natural? In every cab¬ 
inet there are differences among the min¬ 
isters and between them and the prime 
minister on issues which are finally re¬ 
solved and a joint front presented in 
Parliament and outside. 

There is enough material on record to 
support those who are interested in only 
highlighting the differences between these 
two great men just as there is enough ma¬ 
terial to support that they got along very 
well. But both these views represent the 
two extremes. The truth lies in the middle: 
Nehru and Patel jointly played a decisive 
role in the making of Independent India. 
Those who contend otherwise do not un¬ 
derstand the working of the cabinet sys¬ 
tem. So whether it was the accession of J&K 
to India or that of Hyderabad after the “po¬ 
lice action”, there were many rounds of ne¬ 
gotiations, ups and downs, harrowing mo¬ 
ments and differences of opinion among 
the decision-makers. Both Nehm and Patel 
played a vital role in the decision-making 
process. Governor General Lord 
Mountbatten also played a key role. 

Patel was also party to the idea of 
plebiscite wherever there was dispute — 
Junagadh, J&K and Hyderabad. This was the 
clear position of the government of India 
then. It was Pakistan which was constantly 
running away from it. Patel did not resign 
from the cabinet when it was decided to 
refer the J&K issue to the UN or when cease¬ 
fire was accepted by India. He might have 
had his reservations, but went along with 
the decisions. 

It is equally clear from contemporary 
accounts that Patel would not have ob¬ 
jected if J&K had acceded to Pakistan but 
he was absolutely clear that Hyderabad 
should accede to India. 

All the decisions in those tumultuous 
days were taken either in the defence com¬ 
mittee of the cabinet headed by 
Mountbatten or in the cabinet. Patel was a 
member of both. He expressed his views 
freely, frankly and at times, even bluntly. 
But always went along with the final deci¬ 
sion taken, as did Nehru and the others. 

It is easy for us to sit in judgement to¬ 
day after 73 years over the great men who 
fought for India’s independence and then 
ruled the country. Judgement based on 
hindsight is a dangerous game played by 
especially those who are in a hurry to use 
history selectively to prove their prejudiced 
view of it. 

Let us leave history to the historians. 

The writer is a former Union external affairs 

and finance minister 


Letters to the Editor 


Friends in need 

THIS REFERS TO the editorial,’ Restoring 
the bond’(IE, September 6). Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and Russian 
President Vladimir Putin have taken ini¬ 
tiatives to improve the relationship be¬ 
tween the two countries. India is look¬ 
ing forward to Russia’s support in its 
war against terrorism as well as on the 
economic front. Russia’s support is cru¬ 
cial in the current geopolitcal context: 
The abrogation of Article 370 has 
strained India’s relations with Pakistan 
and China. The country also needs to be 
prepared for the ramifications of the 
US-China trade war. 

Vihaan Gupta, Ujjain 

Less money 

THIS REFERS TO the article, The revival 
path’ (IE, September 6). There seems to 
be a consensus amongst economists 
that lack of demand is the main reason 
behind the economic slowdown. There 
are toll taxes on roads, bills for water, 
public transport fares have gone up, 
many trains run on flexi fare, education 
and health are privatised to a large ex¬ 
tent and the Motor Vehicle Act imposes 
stringent penalties. So people have less 
money to spend. 

Suchak D Patel, Ahmedabad 

Human errors 

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'The heal- 


Letter of 
the Week 

NAVY MATTERS 
THIS REFERS TO the article, The 
world’s most happening place, 
(IE, September 4). Indian Ocean 
is the theatre of changed geopo¬ 
litical situation. But is India ready 
to take advantage of the situa¬ 
tion? A powerful navy is must to 
defend our borders and marine 
trade routes. Unfortunately the 
navy’s budget this year was 
slashed by about 5 per cent. 

Vasant Nalawade, Satara 


ing touch’ (IE, September 5). The doctor 
who was beaten to death in Assam was 
reportedly a septuagenarian who was 
working amongst tea garden labourers 
and his past record was exemplary. He 
possibly made a mistake by not being 
present when the patient in concern 
developed complications. The ques¬ 
tion, however, is why was the fate of 
these patients left to a physician work¬ 
ing past his retirement years? Much of 
the tension between doctors and pa¬ 
tients is exacerbated by the shortage 
of doctors. This needs to be addressed 
urgently. 

Prachee Deshpande, Pune 
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IAS officer quits: ‘Unethical to 
continue when building blocks of 
democracy being compromised’ 


ARUNJANARDHANAN 

CHENNAI,SEPTEMBER 6 


S SASIKANTH Senthil, a 2009- 
batch IAS officer of Karnataka 
cadre, resigned on Friday, citing 
that it is “unethical” for him to 
continue as a civil servant when 
the “fundamental building blocks 
of our diverse democracy are be¬ 
ing compromised”. 

This comes after Kannan 
Gopinathan, a 2012-batch IAS of¬ 
ficer from Kerala, resigned last 
month, citing curbs on the “entire 
state” of]&K. 

Thirty-nine-year-old Senthil, 
who was posted as deputy com¬ 
missioner of Dakshina Kannada 
since February, told The Indian 
Express, “The (political) frame¬ 
work that has come to our coun¬ 
try now is very easy to spot in his¬ 
tory. It has all the ingredients of 
what happened in Poland, 
Germany, Burma; even Russia, 
any sort of such fascist ap- 
proaches.J need to come out to 
talk about it.” 

He said the decision was not 
taken in a day. “Kashmir...was one 
of the check boxes in that frame¬ 
work I mentioned, absolutely one 
of the triggers for my decision....” 

In a letter to his friends, Senthil 
wrote, “I have taken this decision 
as I feel that it is unethical for me 
to continue as a civil servant in the 
government when the funda¬ 
mental building blocks of our di- 



Kashmir...was one of the 
check boxes in that 
framework I mentioned, 
absolutely one of the 
triggers for my decision... 

S SASIKANTH SENTHIL 

2009-BATCH IAS OFFICER OF 
KARNATAKA CADRE 


verse democracy are being com¬ 
promised in an unprecedented 
manner. I also feel strongly that 
coming days will present ex¬ 
tremely difficult challenges to the 
basic fabric of our nation and that 
I would be better off outside the 
IAS to continue with my work at 
making life better for all.” 

Known to be a no-nonsense 
bureaucrat in Mangaluru region, 
Senthil is liked by politicians from 
across the spectmm for his effec¬ 
tive negotiation to prevent com¬ 
munal clashes. 

He said he had “absolutely no 
problem” with the BJP-led state 


government or the MLAs in 
Mangalum. “I don’t have a prob¬ 
lem against any of them as they 
do not have any role in framing 
national policies,” he said. 

The son of a retired district 
judge in Chennai, Senthil com¬ 
pleted his engineering from 
Regional Engineering College, 
Trichy. He worked at a private en¬ 
gineering college and a software 
company before starting prepara- 
tions for for civil service. He 
cleared the entrance in his third 
attempt with an all-India rankof9. 

“I was never an IAS officer who 
wanted to become a cabinet sec¬ 
retary. I wanted to work at the 
grassroots,” he said, adding that he 
has no plans to join a political party. 

A top source who worked 
with Senthil said, “He was hurt at 
many national developments. In 
bureaucracy, curtailing funda¬ 
mental rights is the last thing we 
do. Clampdown in Kashmir 
deeply upset him,” he said. 

A senior colleague said, “The 
biggest challenge as a civil servant 
is not changing the world overn¬ 
ight but manoeuvring in it with a 
realistic approach to keep up the 
fight within the system.” 

A source said BJP MLAs had 
ensured that Senthil was not 
transferred out after the party 
came to power in Karnataka. 
“Several officials were transferred 
but he was retained as he was 
credited for keeping Mangaluru 
free of communal problems.” 


Chandrayaan landing: ‘Feels 
like result day at school’ 


SWEETY MISHRA 

KOLKATA, SEPTEMBER 6 

IN THE tense hours before the 
moon lander of Chandrayaan-2 
was to touch down on the lunar 
surface, an elderly couple in a 
Shibpur village in Hooghly dis¬ 
trict was especially excited 
and nervous. 

Madhusudan and Ashima, 
the parents of Chandrakanta 
Kumar, the Deputy Project 
Director responsible for the RF 
system of Chandrayaan-2, were 
ready to watch the live telecast 
on TV with their neighbours. 
“We can't miss the opportunity. 
I never thought my son would be 
part of the historic landing of 
Chandrayaan’s lander Vikram,” 
said Madhusudan. 

Their television set was not 
working, so they got it repaired 
on Thursday. 

“Chandrakanta called us yes¬ 
terday and told us that today 
would be a busy day and he 
might not call. We are hoping for 
the best,” said Ashima. 

Madhusudan and Ashima's 
two sons are both named after 
the moon. While the elder 
Chandrakanta Kumar is part of 
India's moon mission, the 
younger Sashikant is also a sci¬ 
entist with ISRO. 

“I was toying with names of 



Madhusudan and Ashima — parents of Deputy Project 
Director Chandrakanta Kumar 


the sun, but finally named him 
after the moon. I had no clue 
Chandrakanta would end up 
making a significant contribu¬ 
tion to India's lunar mission. It 
might just be a coincidence, but 
it feels good that he has given 
meaning to his name,” his 
father said. 

“Many people are coming to 
us, to see how the house looks, 
where my son spent his child¬ 
hood, and that’s a different feel¬ 
ing. With a few hours left for the 
big event, I am feeling what I 
used to feel years ago when they 
used to go to school on result day. 
We are excited and nervous. My 
blessings are always with them,” 
said Madhusudan. 

Chandrakanta joined ISRO in 
2001 after completing his MSc 
and MTech from Rajabazar 


Science College. He did his 
schooling from Ramkrishna 
Mission Vidyamandir Belur. He 
is now Deputy Project Director 
responsible for the RF system of 
Chandrayaan-2, and heads the 
Electromagnetics section of the 
U R Rao Space Centre. 

“Dada (Chandrakanta) used 
to cycle 9-10 km to school every 
day. Those days were not easy. 
But he was hardworking. After 
this moon mission, many vil¬ 
lagers are telling their children 
to follow his footsteps,” Swapan 
Kumar, Chandrakanta's cousin, 
told The Indian Express. 

According to their cousins 
and neighbours, Chandrakanta's 
parents live a simple life. His fa¬ 
ther was a farmer. The family still 
owns cattle and supplies milk to 
local residents. 


BANTER BEFORE 
TOUCHDOWN 

Hours before the 
touchdown of 
‘Vikram’ module on 
the lunar surface, 
ISRO came out with 
the Chandrayaan-2 
chronicles on a 
"banter" involving 
the orbiter and the 
lander Vikram. The 
banter was illustrated 
through a comic strip 
tweeted by ISRO. 

ORBITER TO LANDER: 

‘It was great travelling 
with you so far, 

Vikram’ 

LANDER TO ORBITER: 
‘It was quite the 
journey indeed! I'll see 
you around -- in the 
orbit.’ 

Then, the orbiter 
wishes 'Vikram' good 
luck as the latter goes 
out of sight to discover 
the unexplored regions 
of the south pole of 
moon 


Separated 2 yrs 
ago, Odisha’s 
conjoined twins 
on way home 

EXPRESS NEWSSERVICE 

NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER6 


AFTER SPENDING two years at 
AIIMS, Jagga and Balia, conjoined 
twins from Odisha’s Kandhamal 
district who underwent compli¬ 
cated surgeries for separation of 
their heads, were discharged 
on Friday. 

The twins were admitted to 
AIIMS on July 13,2017. The first 
phase of the surgery was per¬ 
formed on August 28 when doc¬ 
tors created venous bypass to 
separate veins that return blood 
to the heart from the brain. The 
final separation was done on 
October 25 in a 20-hour opera¬ 
tion. During the surgery, Jaga suf¬ 
fered a cardiac arrest, but he was 
successfully revived after 
15 minutes. 

Accompanied by a neurosur¬ 
geon, a neuroanaesthetist, a pe¬ 
diatrician and a nurse from AI¬ 
IMS, the twins, now 
four-years-old, boarded a train 
to Cuttack on Friday. 

Health Minister Harsh 
Vardhan praised the team of 
doctors. “The way Indian scien¬ 
tists have brought global recog¬ 
nition to the country through the 
Chandrayaan-2 mission, doctors 
at AIIMS have achieved a feat by 
performing this rarest of the rare 
surgery on a craniopagus con¬ 
joined twins,” said Vardhan, who 
met the children on Thursday. 


ERNAKULAM 


LAKHIMPUR KHERI 


Demolish illegal 
apartments by 
Sept 20, SC tells 
Kerala govt 

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE 

NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER6 


Dalit official hangs 
self, suicide note 
cites humiliation at 
farmers’ outfit meet 


TAKING THE Kerala govern¬ 
ment to task over non-compli¬ 
ance of its order to demolish il¬ 
legally built apartment 
complexes in Ernakulam dis¬ 
trict, the Supreme Court on 
Friday directed that the demo¬ 
lition be completed by 
September 20. 

It also asked the state Chief 
Secretary to be present before 
it on September 23. 

A bench of Justices Arun 
Mishra and M R Shah rejected 
the state’s request to grant it 
more time in view of Onam fes¬ 
tivities. Justice Mishra said “not 
a day more... Your state is 
known for not following the di¬ 
rections of this court...” 

The state’s standing council 
G Prakash requested the court 
to exempt the chief secretary 
from appearing but the court 
did not relent. 

It asked the state to file a 
compliance report by 
September 20 and ensure the 
chief secretary’s appearance. 

The bench of Justices 
Mishra and Shah had on May 8 
ordered demolition of five 
apartment complexes totalling 
over 300 units in Maradu mu¬ 
nicipality for flouting Coastal 
Regulation Zone (CRZ) guide¬ 
lines. The court directed that 
the structures be demolished 
in a month’s time. 

Subsequently, the Kerala 
State Coastal Zone 
Management Authority ap¬ 
proached the court — which 
was on summer vacation — 
with an application seeking ex¬ 
tension of time for carrying out 
the demolition. The plea came 
up before a vacation bench of 
Justices Mishra and Shah which 
rejected it on May 21. 


MANISHSAHU 

LUCKNOW, SEPTEMBER6 


A 23 -YEAR-OLD village develop¬ 
ment officer has allegedly com¬ 
mitted suicide at his residence in 
Lakhimpur Kheri district of Uttar 
Pradesh, days after he allegedly 
faced casteist remarks and hu¬ 
miliation at a meeting of a farm¬ 
ers’ outfit. 

In a suicide note recovered by 
police, Trivendra Kumar has re¬ 
portedly accused “Kisan Union” 
and family members of two vil¬ 
lage pradhans of harassing him 
and hurling casteist abuses. 

Kumar’s family has alleged 
that he was humiliated when he 
went to collect a memorandum 
at a meeting Bharatiya Kisan 
Union-Loktantrik (BKU-L) at 
Gola block of Lakhimpur Kheri 
on August 28. 

Hailing from Lakhimpur 
Kheri, Kumar joined as village 
development officer around 
eight months ago. He was un¬ 
married and lived with his fam¬ 
ily at Shiv Sagar colony. 

Circle Officer, City, Vijay Anand 
said that after receiving a call early 
Thursday morning, a police team 
rushed to Kumar’s residence. 
Police found his body hanging 
from a hook in his room with a 
rope around his neck. The body 
was brought down and sent for 
autopsy, which confirmed that 
death occurred due to hanging. 

Police said Kumar’s father 
Komal Prasad has alleged that 
Devariya village head’s son 
Hardev Singh, Rasoolpur village 
pradhan’s husband Zubhair 
Ahmed and Rasoopur resident 
Gayasuddin used to harass his 
son, who was in charge of 
Devariya and Rasoolpur gram 


panchayats. Prasad also alleged 
that the accused would threaten 
him and demand money from 
him. 

He further said Kumar was 
publicly humiliated and abused 
on casteist lines during the BKU- 
L meeting on August 28. Prasad 
added that the accused also 
posted objectionable comments 
on the social media about his son 
and would threaten him. 

An FIR has been lodged 
against nine people, including 
BKU-L president Rakesh Singh 
Chauhan and its officer-bearers, 
on charges of abetment of sui¬ 
cide at the City Kotwali police 
station. The police have invoked 
SC/ST Act against the accused, in- 
cluding the two relatives of 
pradhans. 

On Friday, the police arrested 
five people — district-level of¬ 
fice-bearers of BKU-L Mahesh 
Chandra Verma, Ram Singh 
Verma and Anil Swami, and 
Zubair and Gayasuddin. Four of 
them were produced before a lo¬ 
cal court, which sent them to ju¬ 
dicial custody, said SHO, City 
Kotwali police station, 
Fateh Singh. 

Zubair, who was arrested on 
Friday evening, would be pro¬ 
duced in court on Saturday, said 
Addl SP, Lakhimpur Kheri, 
Shailendra Lai. He said charges 
under the Information 
Technology Act would be added 
to the FIR because a video of the 
August 28 meeting went viral. 

Police are conducting raids to 
trace the other accused, he said. 

District Magistrate 

Shailendra Kumar Singh said he 
has received information that 
other officials had accompanied 
Kumar to the meeting and they 
are trying to identify them. 


Part of train catches fire at 
New Delhi Railway Station 


EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE 

NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER6 


A FIRE broke out inside the 
rear power car of a train at the 
New Delhi Railway Station on 
Friday. The Delhi Fire Services 
(DFS) said the Chandigarh- 
Kochuveli Express train was 
standing at platform number 8, 
when the generator caught fire 
inside the power car. No casual¬ 
ties were reported. The train 
eventually left for Kochi after a de¬ 
lay of three hours. 

“We got a call around 1.57 pm. 
We rushed to the spot and saw 
the rear power car had caught fire. 
The blaze had spread to the lug¬ 
gage van, where parcels were 
kept. The van was gutted by the 



A short circuit in the 
generator sparked the blaze. 

Prem Nath Pandey 


time we reached and the fire had 
spread to the platform. We de¬ 
ployed four fire tenders to the 
spot. Later, the rear car was de¬ 
tached from the train and all pas¬ 
sengers got out safely,” said DFS 
Chief Atul Garg. 

The DFS said the fire broke out 


due to a short circuit in the gen¬ 
erator in the car, which is attached 
to the luggage van. “Since fire ten¬ 
ders couldn’t reach the platform 
directly, they were parked one- 
two kilometres away from the 
spot. One of the problems was 
that we had to join the pipes from 
the tenders to form a chain. The 
station was equipped with nor¬ 
mal fire safety equipment, but as 
the fire was massive, we used our 
equipment,” said a DFS official. 

The train arrived at the station 
at 1.53 pm and was about to leave 
when officials saw smoke com¬ 
ing out of the car. “I was waiting 
for my train to Bihar when I saw 
smoke coming out of the train. 
The fire spread to the shed, and a 
portion of it also fell,” said Om 
Prakash Yadav, a passenger. 


India declared free of Avian Influenza 


ABANTIKAGHOSH 

NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER6 


INDIA HAS been declared free of 
Avian Influenza (H5N1). 

With effect from September 
3, the OIE-World Organisation 
for Animal Health declared the 
country free of the virus, the 
Centre’s Animal Husbandry 
Department informed the states 
in a letter. In the last two years, 
outbreaks of the disease had 
been reported from several 
places, including Budhibara, 
Patharaganja, Malud, 

Brahmandeo, Kanheipur, Epinga 
and Nandala in Odisha, Goraho, 
Mubarakchak and Babura in 
Bihar and Fazil Khuthari in 


How H5N1 affects 
humans? 


THE SYMPTOMS of an H5N1 infection in humans include 
mild upper respiratory tract infection (fever and cough), early 
sputum production and rapid progression to severe pneu¬ 
monia. It can lead to sepsis with shock, acute respiratory dis¬ 
tress syndrome and even death. The WHO warns that while 
the current Avian Influenza virus does not easily transmit 
from person to person, the continued transmission among 
animals is a serious concern as “these viruses cause severe 
disease in humans and have the potential to mutate to be¬ 
come more contagious between people”. 



Jharkhand. All of them had been ment measures undertaken as 

reported to the OIE and contain- per protocol. 


“It is pertinent to note that 
following the completion of the 
operation (including culling, dis¬ 
infection and cleanup) at the 
above epicenters, there has been 
no further reports of the pres¬ 
ence of the HPAI (highly patho¬ 
genic Avian Influenza) virus. 
Accordingly the country has 
been declared free from Avian 
Influenza (H5N1) w.e.f 3rd 
September 2019 which has al¬ 
ready been notified by OIE,” Joint 
Secretary Upamanyu Basu wrote 
in the letter to the states the 
same day. 

The status will last only till 
another outbreak is reported. 
India was last declared free of the 
disease in 2017. 

Avian Influenza was first re¬ 


ported from Hongkong in 1997. 
Since then, there have been 
many outbreaks across the 
world. India too has had multi¬ 
ple outbreaks since 2005. 

This declaration is important 
not just from the poultry indus¬ 
try standpoint, but also because 
humans can contact the disease 
from animals though the 
pathogen is not capable of sus¬ 
tained human-to-human trans¬ 
mission. “Humans can be in¬ 
fected with avian, swine and 
other zoonotic influenza viruses, 
such as avian influenza virus 
subtypes A(H5N1), A(H7N9), 
and A(H9N2) and swine in¬ 
fluenza vims subtypes A(H1N1), 
A(H1N2) and A(H3N2),” says 
World Health Organization. 


STUDENTS’ UNION ELECTIONS 

68% turnout in JNU as poll panel, 
administration trade charges 



The Left United Panel and ABVP have fielded candidates on 
all four seats. AmitMehra 


ARANYASHANKAR 

NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER6 


ELECTIONS TO the Jawaharlal 
Nehru University Students’ 
Union held Friday saw a high 
voter turnout of 68% for the sec¬ 
ond year in a row. “A total of 5,762 
votes were polled out of 8,488, 
which makes it 67.9%,” said Chief 
Election Commissioner (CEC) 
Shashank Patel. Last year, the 
turnout was 67.8%. 

The Left United Panel is up 
against the ABVP, the only two 
organisations to have fielded 
candidates on all four seats. 
BAPSA, NSUI and Chhatra 
Rashtriya Janata Dal are in the 
running on a few posts each. 

The polls, however, saw the 
Election Committee and the ad¬ 
ministration going head to head, 
with the former accusing the lat¬ 
ter of “interfering in the election 
process” by entering polling ar¬ 
eas. “Chairperson of GRC, i.e 
Dean of Students, has interfered 
in the election process by com- 


PRITAM PALSINGH 

NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER6 

THE DELHI High Court Friday re¬ 
strained JNU from declaring re¬ 
sults of its students’ union polls 
after a plea sought that it be held 
in accordance with Lyngdoh 
Committee Recommendations to 
maintain transparency and con¬ 
trol excess expenditure. Justice 
Sanjeev Sachdeva, however, re- 


New Delhi: Delhi BJP chief Manoj 
Tiwari Friday said the AAP gov¬ 
ernment not sanctioning the 
prosecution of former JNUSU 
president Kanhaiya Kumar and 
others in the 2016 sedition case 
means it feels the alleged “anti¬ 
national slogans” raised at the 


ing inside the polling venue. This 
is a clear violation of LCR and the 
High Court order,” claimed Patel. 

Grievance Redressal Cell 
(GRC) chairperson and Dean of 
Students Umesh Kadam, on the 
other hand, said he had every 
right to do so and accused the 
EC of violating Lyngdoh 
Committee Regulations (LCR) 


framed from stopping the polls af¬ 
ter he was apprised that polling 
is underway and counting has to 
start from 9 pm, with the result to 
be declared on September 8. 

It was also informed by JNU 
Standing Counsel Monika Arora 
and advocate Harsh Ahuja that af¬ 
ter “declaration of result, it has to 
be placed before the university 
and a notification has to be issued 
by the university accepting the re¬ 
sult, and it is only after (this) that 


university are “patriotic”. 

As reported Friday, sources 
told The Indian Express that the 
Delhi government has decided 
to turn down Delhi Police’s re¬ 
quest for sanction to prosecute 
Kumar and other students. 

Chief Minister Arvind 


time and again. 

Representatives of the Left 
United Panel, NSUI and CRJD 
wrote to the EC complaining 
about “intimidation” by Kadam 
and other administrative offi¬ 
cials. OutgoingJNUSU president 
N Sai Balaji said the move was 
“unprecedented”. 

Kadam, however, said that as 


the newly elected student body 
can take charge”. 

Justice Sachdeva said, “... it is 
directed that declaration of final 
result shall be subject to further 
orders to be passed by this court... 
the University is directed not to 
notify the result till next date of 
hearing. List on September 17.” 

The court’s interim order 
came on a plea by students 
Anshuman Dubey and Anuj 
Kumar Dwivedi. It issued notice 


Kejriwal Friday said the Home 
Department will take an appro¬ 
priate decision after consider¬ 
ing all facts. 

At a press conference, Tiwari 
and Leader of Opposition 
Vijender Gupta sported black 
armbands in protest over the is- 


GRC head, he had “full power” to 
see that “election process is done 
in a free and fair manner”. 

“Last year, counting had to be 
stopped for 15 hours because of 
violence... I have the right to en¬ 
sure that everything is done in 
the best interest of the institution 
and students. Work of conduct¬ 
ing elections cannot be left on 
students,” he said. 

Most students who queued 
up to vote said they were voting 
based on campus issues. Cynthia 
Singh from the Centre for English 
Studies, who is visually im¬ 
paired, said, “We face a huge 
problem when water stagnates 
outside the library area. 
Whenever it rains, it become dif¬ 
ficult for us to walk. The footpath 
is also not accessible. I will vote 
keeping in mind all these issues.” 

Even as the Delhi High Court 
put a stay on declaration of re¬ 
sults, the EC decided to begin 
counting after midnight. It came 
to the decision after a meeting of 
its officials and calling a meeting 
of all student organisations. 


to JNU, its Election Committee 
and Grievance Redressal Cell on 
the plea which sought to high¬ 
light that the EC has reduced the 
number of councillor seats from 
55 to 46, and that no councillor 
seat has been left for one school. 
Dubey in his plea filed through 
advocate Bamn Kumar Sinha said 
as per the Lyngdoh Committee’s 
report, each college/school/de¬ 
partment has to have represen¬ 
tation in the student body. 


sue. Tiwari said, “If an elected 
government supports a slogan 
like ‘BharatId barbadi takjangra- 
hegijari’ and thinks it does not 
involve punishment, it means 
the government thinks it is a pa¬ 
triotic slogan. We condemn this 
stand of the AAP.” ENS 


Court convicts 
4 men in 2014 
Nido Tania 
murder case 



19-year-old Nido Tania was 
from Arunachal Pradesh 


ANAND MOHAN J 

NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER6 

OBSERVING THAT “a definite 
message needs to be given so 
that citizens, particularly from 
the North East region, feel safe in 
any part of the country”, a Delhi 
court convicted four men in con¬ 
nection with the murder of Nido 
Tania, a 19-year-old student 
from Arunachal Pradesh, on 
January 29,2014. 

Nido, son of former Congress 
MLA from Arunachal Pradesh 
Nido Pavitra, was beaten to death 
by several shopkeepers in Lajpat 
Nagar, who also made fun of his 
hairstyle and hurled racist slurs at 
him. He was assaulted on three 
separate locations with a stick and 
succumbed to injuries the follow¬ 
ing day. His death had ignited a 
public debate on racism and the 
case was handed over to the CBI. 

The court sentenced the four 
accused under IPC sections 304 
(punishment for culpable homi¬ 
cide not amounting to murder) 
and 34 (common intention). 

The court held that Farman 
was the main accused, and sen¬ 
tenced him to simple imprison¬ 
ment for 10 years and a fine of Rs 
20,000. Two other accused, 
Pawan and Surender, were sen¬ 
tenced to seven years and a fine 
of Rs 20,000. The fourth accused, 
Sunny Pal, was sentenced to three 
years after he was found involved 
in one incident of beating which 
took place at the BSES office. 

However, it did not consider 
it a fit case for grant of compen¬ 
sation to Nido’s family, consider¬ 
ing their socio-economic status. 


HC restrains JNU from declaring result 


Delhi BJP chief targets AAP govt over 2016 JNU case 
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13 The World 


Japan 

Scientists Find New Dinosaur Species 

Japanese scientists have identified a new species of dinosaur from a nearly complete 
skeleton that was the largest ever discovered in the country measuring eight metres 
(26 feet) long. The team named the dinosaur ‘Kamuysaurus japonicus’, which means 
‘Japanese dragon god’, according to a statement issued by the university 


TOPOFTHE _ 
WORLD 



MarkEsper 


UK 

US defence secy 
cautions Europe 
about China 

London: US Defense 
Secretary Mark Esper cau¬ 
tioned European allies 
against cozying up to 
China, arguing on Friday 
that Beijing seeks greater 
global influence by lever¬ 
aging economic power 
and stealing technology 
“The more dependent a 
country becomes on 
Chinese investment and 
trade, the more suscepti¬ 
ble they are to coercion 
and retribution when they 
act outside of Beijing's 
wishes,” Esper said. “I 
would caution my friends 
in Europe — this is not a 
problem in some distant 
land that does not affect 
you,” he said. 


PAKISTAN 

IMF to send 
SOS team to 
Pakistan 

Islamabad: The IMF is 
sending its SOS mission to 
Pakistan this month for 
suggesting ways to curtail 
the yawning budget deficit 
being faced by the country, 
according to a media re¬ 
port on Friday. In July, the 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) formally ap¬ 
proved a USD 6 billion loan 
to Pakistan, which is facing 
"significant" economic 
challenges on the back of 
"large" fiscal and financial 
needs and "weak and un¬ 
balanced" growth. The de- 
cision was taken in the 
wake of the worsening fis¬ 
cal situation of Pakistan's 
economy. 

US 

Sherin murder: 
Adoptive father 
denied new trial 

Houston: Wesley 

Mathews, the Indian- 
American foster father of 
3-year-old Sherin 

Mathews, will continue to 
serve his life sentence after 
aTexas court denied a new 
trial in the tragic death of 
the Indian toddler in 2017, 
in a case that attracted 
much international atten¬ 
tion. Mathews, 39, who 
was sentenced to life by a 
Dallas County jury on June 
26 in connection with the 
death of his adopted 
daughter, was denied a 
motion for a new trial on 
Thursday, US media re¬ 
ported. In June, Mathews 
pleaded guilty to injuring 
a child by omission. 


Rather be dead in a ditch than delay 
Brexit, says Boris, as Oppn gathers 



Prime Minister Boris Johnson in Darnford on Friday. Reuters 


Labour to vote 
against election 
on Monday; PM 
says not thinking 
of resigning 

KYLIE MACLELLAN AND 
GUYFAULCONBRIDGE 

LONDON,SEPTEMBER6 

BRITISH OPPOSITION parties said 
on Friday that they would block 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s 
second bid to call an early general 
election in mid-October, setting 
up a showdown with the govern¬ 
ment over delaying Brexit. 

Brexit remains up in the air 
more than three years after Britons 
voted to leave the EU in a 2016 ref¬ 
erendum. Options range from a 
turbulent no-deal exitto abandon¬ 
ing the whole endeavour. 

Johnson says he wants to 
take Britain out of the EU on 
October 31 with or without a 
deal with the bloc. But he lost his 
parliamentary majority this 
week and expelled 21 lawmak¬ 
ers from his ruling Conservative 
Party’s group in parliament after 
they supported an opposition 
plan to try to bloc a no-deal exit. 

Johnson says the only solu- 


HOUSE CLEARSLAW 


London: The British 
parliament’s upper 
chamber Friday approved 
a bill aiming to block a 
no-deal Brexit by forcing 
Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson to seek a delay 
to Britain’s European 
Union departure. The 
bill, which requires 
Johnson to ask for an 
extension to Britain’s 
EU membership if 
parliament has not 
approved a deal by Oct 19, 
is expected to be signed 
into law by Queen 
Elizabeth Monday 


tion is a new election, which he 
wants to take place on October 
15, allowing him to win a new 
mandate with two weeks left to 
leave the bloc on time. He needs 
two-thirds of parliament’s law¬ 
makers to back an early election. 

But opposition parties, in¬ 
cluding the Labour Party, said 
they would either vote against or 
abstain on calls for an election 
until the law to force Johnson to 
seek a Brexit delay is imple¬ 
mented. Johnson failed to win 
enough support in a vote on 


Wednesday for an election. 

Labour leader Jeremy 
Corbyn held a call with other 
opposition leaders on Friday to 
discuss their plans. 

“We will have that election 
when the time is right but I will 
make you this promise, we are 
not going to have a long wait,” the 
leader in the British parliament of 
the opposition Scottish National 
Party, Ian Blackford, said. 

Johnson has said he would 
rather “die in a ditch” than delay 
Brexit. “I’ll go to Brussels, I’ll get a 


deal and we’ll make sure we 
come out on October 31, that’s 
what we’ve got to do,” he said. 

When asked if he would re¬ 
sign if he could not deliver that, 
Johnson said: “That is not a 
hypothesis I’m willing to 
contemplate.” 

England’s High Court re¬ 
jected a challenge, against 
Johnson’s move to shut down 
parliament, on Friday. But the 
issue could be taken to the 
Supreme Court for a final ap¬ 
peal. REUTERS 



Road ahead 
narrowing 


THE APPROVAL of a bill 
blocking no-deal Brexit 
by the British upper 
chamber has left fewer 
viable options on the 
table for Boris Johnson. 

Opposition parties 
have persisted with their 
strategy of not allowing 
an election until Boris 
goes back on his decision 
to not seek a Brexit delay. 
However, recent events, 
have left Johnson without 
a working majority in 
parliament. The UK PM 
still has options, such as 
the parliament shut¬ 
down, which the London 
High Court on Friday de¬ 
clined to act against. 
However, the matter is still 
in the air, as the Supreme 
Court will soon begin 
hearings on the issue. 


Hong Kong police disperse rally using tear 
gas, leader says Bill withdrawal first step 



During a demonstration in Hong Kong on Friday. Reuters 


MARIUS ZAHARIA 
& JESSIE PANG 

HONG KONG,SEPTEMBER6 

HONG KONG police fired rubber 
bullets and tear gas on Friday to 
clear renewed protests outside a 
subway station on the densely 
populated Kowloon peninsula, 
the latest clashes in 14 weeks of 
sometimes violent anti-govern¬ 
ment unrest. 

Hong Kong leader Carrie 
Lam announced concessions 
this week to try to end the 
protests, including formally 
scrapping a hugely unpopular 
extradition bill, but many said 
they were too little, too late. 

Hundreds of demonstrators, 
many of them masked and 
dressed in black, took cover from 


the tear gas behind umbrellas and 
barricades made from street fenc¬ 
ing. Some had broken through a 
metal grill to enter the station 
where they pulled down signs, 
broke turnstiles and daubed graf¬ 


fiti on the walls. 

“We’re angry at the police and 
angry at the government,” said 
Justin, 23, dressed in black and 
wearing a hoodie. “Police was 
very brutal with us at this station 


on August 31. We cannot let them 
get away with it.” 

Protesters gathered outside 
Prince Edward station in Mong 
Kok, one of the world’s most 
densely populated regions, 3 km 
(two miles) from the harbourside 
hotel and shopping district of 
Tsim Sha Tsui. On the night of 
August 31, police stormed trains 
at the station, using batons against 
passengers cowering on the floor, 
to make arrests. 

On Friday, the protesters with¬ 
drew when police fired rubber 
bullets, but regrouped in smaller 
pockets to light fires in the street 
from wooden pallets, cardboard 
boxes and other debris. Some 
protesters smashed up an eleva¬ 
tor and entrance at the nearby Yau 
Ma Tei MTR station and traffic 
lights outside. REUTERS 


Picking Up The Pieces In The Bahamas 



At the Abaco Islands in the Bahamas, which were hit with winds up to 220 mph. nyt 


■ The death toll from 
Hurricane Dorian has risen 
to 30 in Bahamas, Prime 
Minister Hubert Minnis 
told CNN on Thursday. 

■ Authorities had previously 
reported 20 dead, but have 
warned that the final figure is 
sure to be far higher. 

■ So many people have been 
pushed from their homes by 
the hurricane that in Marsh 
Harbour, the main town on 
Abaco, as many as 2,000 were 
seeldng shelter in a clinic and 
a government complex. 

■ Norwegian energy 
company Equinor said an 
oil storage terminal on 

the island of Grand Bahama 
had been damaged. AGENCIES 


Christian 
girl forced to 
convert to 
Islam in Pak 

MZULQERNAIN 

LAHORE, SEPTEMBER 6 


IN A third incident of conversion 
of girls from minority communi¬ 
ties in over a week, a I5-year-old 
Christian girl was allegedly forced 
to convert to Islam by her teacher 
in Pakistan’s Punjab province. 

According to a complaint filed 
by the girl's father Mukhtar Masih 
at a police station, Faiza was taken 
to a seminary in the Sheikhupura 
city, some 50 kms from Lahore, by 
her school principal Saleema Bibi, 
who forced her to embrace Islam. 
Mukhtar said the girl had gone to 
school on Wednesday but did not 
return home. 

“We contacted the school to 
inquire about her. A class teacher 
told us that Principal Saleema 
Bibi had taken our girl to a 
madrassa (seminary) to convert 
her to Islam," he said. 

Mukhtar said they visited at 
least three seminaries and found 
her in one of them but the staff 
did not allow her to return with 
them.Police raided the seminary 
on the basis of the complaint, re¬ 
covered the girl and shifted her 
to a Darul Aman (shelter home) 
in Sheikhupura. 

“We took action and recov¬ 
ered the girl on Mukhtar Masih's 
complaint but FIR has not been 
registered against any one yet. 
However, we are investigating the 
matter,” Muhammad Nawaz, the 
police official investigating the 
case said. “The principal had also 
offered us to convert to Islam and 
in return she would compensate 
us by paying for our needs but we 
refused,” Mukhtar said. 

The parents of the girl have ap¬ 
pealed to authorities to allow their 
daughter to return home. PTI 


Robert Mugabe, 
strongman who 
said Zimbabwe is 
mine, dies at 95 


ALAN COWELL 

SEPTEMBER 6 

ROBERT MUGABE, the first 
prime minister and later presi¬ 
dent of independent Zimbabwe, 
who traded the mantle of liber¬ 
ator for the armor of a tyrant and 
presided over the decline of one 
of Africa’s most prosperous 
lands, died Friday. He was 95. 

The death was announced by 
his successor, President 
Emmerson Mnangagwa. 

“It is with the utmost sadness 
that I announce the passing on of 
Zimbabwe’s founding father and 
former President, Cde Robert 
Mugabe,” he wrote on Twitter on 
Friday, using the abbreviation for 
comrade. “Mugabe was an icon of 
liberation, a pan-Africanist who 
dedicated his life to the emanci¬ 
pation and empowerment of his 
people. His contribution to the 
history of our nation and conti¬ 
nent will never be forgotten.” 

In August, Mnangagwa had 
said Mugabe had spent several 
months in Singapore getting 
treatment for an undisclosed 
illness. 

Mugabe, the world’s oldest 
head of state before his ouster in 
2017, was the only leader 
Zimbabweans had known since 
independence, in 1980. Like 
many who liberated their coun¬ 
tries, Mugabe believed that 
Zimbabwe was his to govern un¬ 
til the end. In a speech before the 
African Union in 2016, he said he 
would remain at the helm “un¬ 
til God says, ‘Come.’” 

Throughout, Mugabe re¬ 
mained inscmtable, some would 
say conflicted. Remote, calculat¬ 
ing, ascetic and cerebral, a self- 
styled revolutionary inspired by 
what he once called “Marxist- 
Leninism-Mao-Tse-tung 
thought,” he affected a scholarly 
manner, bespectacled and 
haughty, a vestige of his early 
years as a schoolteacher. But his 
hunger for power was undiluted. 



Robert Mugabe 

1924-2019 


In his final years in power, 
Mugabe presided over a shat¬ 
tered economy and a fractured 
political class that was jockey¬ 
ing for influence in anticipation 
of his death. 

Mugabe had in his early days 
belonged to a generation of 
African nationalists whose con¬ 
frontation with white minority 
rule fomented guerrilla warfare 
in the name of democracy and 
freedom. But once he won 
power in Zimbabwe’s first free 
elections, in 1980, after a seven- 
year war, he turned, with a 
blend of guile and brutality, to 
the elimination of adversaries, 
real and imagined. 

Mugabe morphed into a car¬ 
icature of dictatorship: vain and 
capricious, encircled by the flashy 
spending of his second wife and 
other family members, who lived 
in luxury at home and went on 
shopping sprees and long annual 
vacations in the Far East. 

“His real obsession was not 
with personal wealth but with 
power,” British writer Martin 
Meredith observed in his book 
“Our Votes, Our Guns: Robert 
Mugabe and the Tragedy of 
Zimbabwe” (2002). 

“I will never, never sell my 
country,” he declared in 2008. “I 
will never, never, never surrender. 
Zimbabwe is mine, I am a 
Zimbabwean, Zimbabwe for 
Zimbabweans.” NYT 


2 killed as Taliban 
attack third Afghan 
province this week 


ASSOCIATED PRESS 

KABUL, SEPTEMBER 6 

THE TALIBAN attacked a third 
provincial capital in Afghanistan 
in less than a week, killing at least 
two civilians, an official said 
Friday as a US envoy was back in 
Qatar for unexpected talks on a 
US-Taliban deal he had described 
as complete just days earlier. 

Farah provincial governor 
Mohammad Shoaib Sabet told 
The Associated Press that another 
15 people were wounded in the 
latest attack, citing local hospitals, 
and that airstrikes had been car¬ 
ried out against the militant 
group. Small clashes continued in 
the city, he said. 

This week’s spike in violence, 
including two shattering Taliban 
car bombings in the capital, Kabul, 
comes after US envoy Zalmay 
Khalilzad said he and the insur¬ 
gents had reached a deal “in prin- 


PEACE DEAL STATUS 


AFGHANISTAN’S 
PRESIDENT has 
postponed a planned 
visit to Washington early 
next week where he was 
to discuss the US-Taliban 
talks on ending 
America's longest war, an 
official said Friday 

THIS EMERGED after 
the US envoy negotiating 
with the Taliban, Zalmay 
Khalilzad, abruptly 
returned to Qatar for 
unexpected talks on the 
deal he had described as 
complete just days ago 


ciple” that would begin a US troop 
pullout in exchange for Taliban 
counter-terror guarantees. 


Toronto International Film Festival, 2019 

On Day 1, horror flicks take the spotlight with Parasites, The Long Walk 



Parasites 
director Bong 
Joon-howith 
one of the 
film’s actors, 
SongKang-ho, 
at the Cannes 
Film Festival 
in May. 
Reuters/file 



EXPRESS AT TIFF 2 019 


SHUBHRAGUPTA 

TORONTO,SEPTEMBER6 


FOR SOME of us returning ‘for¬ 
eign press’, it’s like the festivities 
never really ended: there’s the 
same bustle on Kings Street 
where the TIFF Bell Lightbox is 
situated, the same smiling volun¬ 


teers in neon orange jackets, the 
same fevered glint in the eyes of 
the delegates, all debating that 
impossible question: how do you 
watch 40 films in a day? 

On Day I at the latest edition 
of the Toronto International Film 
Festival, among the many excel¬ 
lent choices, the one that will 
stay with me was Bongjoon-ho’s 
Parasites. It created major buzz 
at Cannes 2019, and you can see 
exactly why the South Korean di¬ 
rector is one of the most exciting 
filmmakers currently. His story¬ 
telling is distinctive, each frame 
almost like a painting demand¬ 
ing multiple viewings. 

Parasites is many things rolled 
into one: a sharply observed 


satire, black comedy, thriller, 
tragedy. We are introduced to 
two families, so far apart on the 
social ladder as to be on different 
planets. Ki-woo is a young man 
who lives with his sister and par¬ 
ents in an overcrowded base¬ 
ment in a sorry part of town. The 
Parks, husband, wife, and two 
kids, are also four to a house, but 
what a house—all chrome, glass, 
classy, expensive interiors, sur¬ 
rounded by lawns where each 
blade of grass feels manicured. 

A stroke of luck gets Ki-woo 
into the Parks’ home, and from 
here we see the fortunes of the 
two families collide and change. 
With great stealth and imagina¬ 
tion, the family which has noth- 

mm m 


ing begins preying upon the fam¬ 
ily which has everything, and we 
see the parasites at work, nib¬ 
bling, tasting, burrowing deep, 


fattened with bile and blood. 

Social inequities exist. We 
know. There will always be those 
who have and those who don’t. 



There will be men who give or¬ 
ders and women who execute. 
Parasites doesn’t preach; it just 
shows how its characters behave 
when opportunities present 
themselves, and gets us to a van¬ 
tage where it is difficult to judge. 

Aspiration is now a handy 
weapon which knows no class. 
Anyone can aspire to anything and 
a WhatsApp message can change 
a life. But what Bongjoon-ho, who 
has become a global festival dar¬ 
ling, manages, is remarkable: we 
are left asking uncomfortable 
questions. Who, really, are the par¬ 
asites? The poor who are waiting 
on the sidelines, planning their 
moves, or the rich who amassed 
wealth battening on the labours 


of those less fortunate? 

The elements of subterranean 
horror that play out in Parasites 
are brought to the surface in an¬ 
other, very different film — The 
Long Walk by Mattie Do, who has 
also been making a name for her¬ 
self on the international circuit. 

The Laotian American direc¬ 
tor has used horror to tell her sto¬ 
ries from the start (Chanthily, 
2013), but it is in the way she 
subverts tropes that makes her 
creations interesting. The Long 
Walk is not an easy film, featur¬ 
ing a strangely impassive mid¬ 
dle-aged man, a young woman 
in a black-and-white striped 
dress, another young woman 
who is brutally injured and a boy, 



all criss-crossing each other in a 
rural outpost. 

It takes a while to get into this 
weird world: is it real, are these 
people alive or dead, is it the past 
or present or future? But slowly 
you settle in, and see, somewhat, 
where the director is going with 
her strange, unsettling tale. 

And then you realize that it is 
a universal story of how differ¬ 
ences can drive people apart, and 
get them together, and how pain 
can sometimes be a great re¬ 
liever, and how time is merely 
maya. The Long Walk is a tough, 
demanding film and reveals its 
rewards slowly. An odd but good 
way to kickstart one of the most 
rewarding film festivals there is. 
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CROSSWORD 3904 


UVLR I Hb HEDGE by Michael Fry& I Lewis 



ACROSS 

I The House then rose (5) 

8 I’m off food and water (8) 

9 I’d the wrong name for a girl 

(5) 

10 HQuntil captured was Parisian 
fortress (8) 

II Put in charge (5) 

12 A warning to say nothing after 
the fire (3) 

16 A new bride’s bits and pieces 

( 6 ) 

17 Mistakes in a Shakespearean 
comedy (6) 

18 The whole lot, though it 
sounds like only several (3) 

23 Stiff resolution shown in 
disputes (5) 

24 Worn thin perhaps, so it’s 
included free (6,2) 

25 Watering place in the country 

(5) 

26 Technician born in a disturbed 
reign (8) 

27 He joins a biblical character - 
an old slave (5) 


DOWN 

2 Put over a German and Irish 
submarine (8) 

3 Trust Mao to show greater 
cleverness (8) 

4 A class given by an expert 
cellist (6) 

5 Number with odd bets 
needing to be settled (5) 

6 Gave the players a hand 

(5) 

7 Is extravagant with music 

(5) 

12 A fool is one who can be taken 
for a ride (3) 

13 It borders part of the 
Mediterranean (3) 

14 Tart, but may be sweet 
(53) 

15 In a way has a gift for writing 
on the wall (8) 

19 Joined in a duet, perhaps (6) 

20 Say something extreme? 

(5) 

21 Unused grounds (5) 

22 To be paid nothing to fly (5) 


Solutions Crossword 3903: Across: 1 Home and dry, 6 Como, 101 nset, 11 Candidate, 
12 Charcoal, 13 Ibsen, 15 Applies, 17 Stealth, 19 Landing, 21 Rissole, 22 Alibi, 

24 Listless, 27 Ebullient, 28 Drama, 29 Tier, 30 Unromantic. Down: 1 Hair, 

2 Misshapen, 3 Alter, 4 Doctors, 5 Rankles, 7 Ovals, 8 One in three, 9 Big ideas, 

14 Parliament, 16 Initials, 18 Look smart, 20 Galleon, 21 Risotto, 23 Inure, 25 Lydia, 
26 Talc. 


I THROWING A HAY TMAT 


WHICH OOCSN'T HIM JOY )Tf 



ALL THESE 
YEAftS.YOU 
DON'T KNOW 


OH. SURE, YOU'D WHINE A W 
POfr ANTIDEPRESSANTS LIKE 
CHICLETS, SUT 




o 

1**0 


...I FIGURED, DEEP 
DOWN, TO'u KNEW I 
WAS JUST KaDDlN.fr 


I DIDN'T 
KNOW. 



WHICH IS GOOD, BECAUSE, UKE. THEN f 
WOULDN'T HAVE SEEN FUNNY. 


IF I KILLED HIM RL&hT NOW, IT 
WOULD SE SELF-DEFENSE, 
you see that, right? 


CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson 



ME SOME QXiKltS , 

or i soak. Nbu wm 
ms MTEfc BAULQQH / 




WUtlOUUmtTUOG! PoWl 
RJd WEMEtt NDOR MQTttHU 
W4n TONY EVEH Ttiltik ABOViT 
THRDW iH& 
THAT IK 
TUE MOUSE! 


I'LL BET YD WAVE GOTTEN 
SOME. COOKIES LF I HAD 
PILLED THIS 


wtu ?mr 



MARVIN by Tom Armstrong 



OUR WfDDJWG INVITATION 
ARRIVfp SO L-ATf, f 
THOUGHT m WEREN'T 
0O\m TO GET OKJf 
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DOW'T BE SILLY, 

OF COURSE 
WANTED YOU SUYS 
TO £OM£/ 


I 

£ 

I 

i 



ON A TOTALLY 
UNRELATED NOT£, 
OUR R1NS BfAR^R IS 
S\CK AND m 
WONDERED IF COULD 


JUMBLED WORDS 


Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to 
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get 
the answerforthe given quip. 

One shouldn’t be afraid of the humans. Well, I am not afraid of the humans, but of what is_ 

_IvoAndric (7,2,4) 


LMAEI 



ACEMNU 



Dupuy oaj - uioip ui ueuinqu; si jeijMjo 
jnq ‘suFuinq aqi jo prejjp jou lue i ‘jpyyy -suEuinq aqi jo piE.ijE aq j.upjnoqs auo uaMsuy 

IAIH1AH8 ‘NHIAIfDV ‘ANNII ‘1IV1AI3 :NOIimOS 
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Difficulty Level Is 
Instructions 

To solve a Sudoku puzzle, 
every digit from 1 to 9 
must appear in each of the 
nine vertical columns, in 
each of the nine horizontal 
rows and in each of the 
nine boxes. 


Difficulty Level 

1 s = Very easy; 2s = Easy; 
3s = Medium; 4s = Hard; 
5s = Very Hard; 6s = 
Genius 




o 

</) 


9 

3 

1 

8 

5 

4 

6 

2 

7 

2 

8 

7 

9 

1 

6 

3 

5 

4 

6 

5 

4 

3 

7 

2 

9 

8 

1 

| 3 

9 

8 

2 

6 

7 

4 

1 

5 

4 

2 

5 

1 

9 

3 

8 

7 

6 

l 7 

1 

6 

5 

4 

8 

2 

3 

9 

1 

4 

2 

6 

3 

5 

7 

9 

8 

5 

7 

3 

4 

8 

9 

1 

6 

2 

8 

6 

9 

7 

2 

1 

5 

4 

3 


DAY TODAY BY PETER VIDAL 


ARIES (Mar 21-Apr 20) 

You can’t win alone 

t so you may as well 
team up with other 
independent souls 
n what you can. You are 
wrestling with tricky decisions, 
and the results could be 
exciting, if harsh. But then, as 
you know, you don’t really get 
anywhere without extra effort. 

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21) 

There is every 

© reason to expect a 
fulfilling, inspiring 
and enjoyable time, 
but only if you take a leap into 
the dark. The moment you 
succumb to doubts and 
questions, then the future may 
unravel. However, perhaps you 
should summon up the 
courage to ask suitable people 
for support. 

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21) 

® You’ve a knack of 

smiling and keeping 
everyone happy, but 
perhaps at the cost of 
accepting that you won’t get 
what you want. If you push too 
hard then you may only 
antagonise people whose 
affection and support you need. 
That’s why extra subtlety is 
called for today. 

CANCER (June 22 - July 23) 

You may not be free 
to act exactly as you 
(*] want, but that 

doesn’t mean that 
you can’t safeguard your own 
interests financially and at 
work. It’s a busy day, and one in 
which not to be distracted from 
your goals. If you’re not satisfied 
with social engagements, then 
take the lead and make your 
own arrangements. 

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23) 

Somethingjust 
AfSW doesn’t seem to be 
working out socially. 
It may be best to mix 
with people with whom you 
feel genuinely close and not to 
labour the point with more 
distant acquaintances. After all, 
you don’t want to waste your 
time on those who you may 
never see again. 

VIRGO (Aug 24-Sep 23) 

Although 

€ )k superficially you 
W have no real reason 
W to worry about 
anything, it takes a lot to deal 
with your secret fears. 
However, you can easily forget 
your woes by confessing all to 
family members or immersing 
yourself in a favourite hobby. A 
problem shared could turn out 
to be a problem halved. 



LIBRA(Sep 24 - Oct23) 

_ Your stars are 

notably pleasant, 
EJE3 and even certain 
combative 

influences may emerge only as 
a sort of sharp and ready wit, 
perhaps a healthy burst of 
sarcasm. Short trips could 
prove surprisingly 
stimulating, and you may 
never know what lies around 
the next corner. 

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23) 

Some people just 

© don’t know when to 
leave well alone. 
Others still imagine 
that they can run your life. 

How wrong they are. If they 
haven’t learned that you 
are an independent soul, 
they never will, and you 
may have to consider 
changing your old friends for 
new ones. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 23) 

This is a special time 
of year, a time to 
0U make wishes and 
shape your destiny 
for the coming period. In about 
another week or so you’ll be 
flying high, and nobody 
will be able to stop you. 
Remember, the more you 
believe in yourself, then the 
better off you’ll be. 


0 


CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20) 

A development that 
touches you deep in 
your heart will 
please you, but may 
cause you to think again. If you 
are moved to make a generous 
gesture, then don’t let anyone 
hold you back. Don’t be 
afraid of being thought to 
be flashy, either: sometimes 
you have a perfect right to 
show off. 

AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 19) 

Family influences 
are friendly, so get 
the most out of any 
welcome 

engagements and make up for 
any past rifts or 

misunderstandings. One friend 
or colleague will be happy to 
hear from you, so if you’ve been 
wondering whether to get in 
touch, then go right ahead. 

PISCES (Feb 20-Mar 20) 

© Keep your personal 
plans open and your 
options flexible. 
Some would say that 
all you need do is go with the 
flow, but you may rightly regard 
other people as slightly out of 
touch with reality. Those who 
intrude on your private space 
will not be thanked. 


^ The Indian EXPRESS 
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Classifieds 


FROM ANYTHING TO EVERYTHING. 


ACC AVAILABLE ,0N 


NAVI MUMBAI 


AIRQLI 3 BHK for sale, 
950 carpet. Sector 14, 
Low outgoing, well 
maintained society, 

1.75 Cr. Inspection 
call 9821037852 Naik. 

0070672763-1 



GOA 1 BHK urgent sale, 
452 sq.fts., 30 lakhs, 
Verem Bardez, Goa- 
NEGO. Good for holiday 
makers and investment. 
8425948046. 

0070673085-1 


VIDYAVIHAR-THANE 

GHATKOPAR East 
Pantnagar For 
Investment. Rera 
Registered Project 
Under Construction 
And Ready Possession 
For Sale/ Purchase. 
Jayesh Kantilal Mehta 
(Property Consultant) 
1/A Soral Building No. 9, 
Pantnagar Ghatkopar 
East. 9870130730. 

0070666667-2 


RENTAL 

MULUND (East) Mithagar 
Road, Sachin Society, 2 
BHK, 24,000/-; Office 150 
Carpet, Fully Furnished, 
available for Rent 
Contact: 7738581030. 

0070672850-2 

SHOP FOR SALE 

560 sq.ft, shop, 2 cabin 
in the shop, Toilet-bath, 
main road, Gorai, 
Borivali, Mumbai- 92. 
Contact- 7718838840. 

0070673152-2 



BUSINESS OFFERS 


UNIQUE Earning 
Opportunity. Earn 
handsome second 
income. No targets. 
Flexible 

timings. Retired 
Persons, Housewives, 
Real Estate Brokers, 
Students welcome. 
Please contact 
9920162339, 9920154637. 

0070672365-1 


FINANCE 


S.F.I. Pvt. Ltd. We are 
provide all type of big 
loans like N.P.A. 
Agriculture Loan, 

Project Loan, Third 
Party Collateral Forgien 
funding, loan against 
property. Note: No 
required financial 
document for private 
funding and also no 
upfront payment. 
Contact:- 9372476538/ 
02249744810. 

0070672170-1 


LOANS 


Express Loan upto 500Cr 
available @ 6-9% 
against Property for 
Purchase of Asset / 
Business Use/New 
Project. We do Critical 
NPA/Take Over cases. 
Call US 8585837267/ 587 
or visit marketpurse- 
global.com 

0040510916-1 


POULTRY 


N.E.C.C. Suggested Price 
For 100 Eggs In Mumbai 
On 07.09.2019 Rs. 372/- 
(Three Hundred Seventy 
Two) Only. NECC 
22834107. 

0070672182-1 

NEW Dolly Eggs today’s 
Egg Rate Rs. 330/- Good 
News for Bakery Tich 
Eggs Rs. 150/-. Mobile: 
09110526654. 

0070672017-1 


MEA Mumbai Eggs 
Association Suggested 
Selling Rate in Mumbai 
Rs. 370/- per 100 Eggs. 
Mobile: 9820057700/ 
9820351822/ 7303390009. 

0070672275-1 

FRESH Chicken Trading 
Big Birds 68/- Kg., Small 
Birds 83/- Kg. Turbhe 
Naka, Navi Mumbai. 
Mobile- 9769468897. 

0070652478-2 

S. K. Patel Small: 87/-, 
Big: 78/-. 8082040343/ 
24460095/ 24459098. To 
subscribe to Paper Rate 
& Purchase Rate. 
9320460095/ 9930193010. 

0070672270-1 


AMIR Broiler at Mumbai: 
Today’s Live Broiler 
Rate Rs. 95/-. Contact: 
Phone: 022-23860517, 
022-25251901/ 
022-25664073. 

0070660730-1 


S.K. Trading Co. and 
Dainik Traders. Today’s 
Live Broiler Rate: 92/- 
per kg. Contact: 
25491284/ 25351009/ 
25343707. 

0070650762-1 


VENCOBB Ex-Farm 
Yesterday’s Price In 
Pune Rs. 58/-. 

Suggested Retail Price 
Is Rs. 76/-. 

0070670717-1 

ZORABIAN Today’s Ex- 
Farm Live Broiler Rate 
Rs. 52/- Retail Market 
Rate Rs. 92/-. Mobile: 
8879050887/ 9372663242. 
Office: 022-26604937/ 
38/39. 0070671492-1 


EDUCATION 


PROFESSIONAL 

COURSES 

* 34 years’ bright educa¬ 
tional tradition!! * Women 
can learn! * Earn Rs. 
30,000/- pm.!! * (Job 
Guarantee) * Admission 
started for Regular/ Postal 
courses. Ecced/ 
Montessori Teacher’s 
Training. * Adroit Institute, 
Tilak Road, Satnam 
Apartment, Behind 
Hariom Sweets, Mulund 
(E.). *21632399/ 

21635882. 

0070659429-2 


TUITION/ TUTORS 

ix, x. 

Sate, ICSE, CBSE, XI, XII, 
Commerce, Science. F.Y., 
S.Y., T.Y. B.Com. Savant 
Sir- 9820649468/ 
9082579461. 

0070660167-2 

RECRUITMENT 


SITUATION 

VACANT 

contract 

Airport Jobs avail¬ 
able for Mumbai 

Airport. Vacancies: 
Cabin Crew, 
Supervisors, Customer 
Service Associate, 
Ground Staff, Duty Free 
Shop, other vacancies 
also available for 
Engineers. Age: upto 45 
years. Salary between 
15,000/- to 45,000/-. 
Awarded for recruit¬ 
ment industry Since 
last 3 years. Call and 
inquire. 8425815819/ 
8425815818. 

0070672936-1 


To place your 

ad in Classifieds 

Call on 

67440435 

67440436 


PERSONAL 

CHANGE OF NAME 

1 have changed my name 
from Hatim Fakhruddin 
Haryanwala To Hatim 
Fakhruddin 

Harianawala As Per Pan 

Card No. AAAPH2832H. 

0070673215-1 

1 have changed my name 
from Meena Shaikh to 
Tayara Yusuf Shaikh as 
per Affidavit Dated 
05.09.2019. 

0070673221-1 

THANKS GIVING 


THANK you Saint Jude 
and Sacred Heart of 
Jesus for favours and 
blessings received. 
Continue to help us. E. 
D’Souza. 

0070673092-1 


CHANGE OF 

BIRTH DATE 


I NO.8035844M Rank- 
Nk(GD) name Khade 
Shivaji Mahadev 
declare that my wife 
Chandrakala Shivaji 
Khade date of birth 
wrongly mentioned in 
army record as 
02.05.1985 but her true 
date of birth is 
04.02.1983 Affidavit 
no. 1952242141268100086 
453. 

0090262125-1 


SERVICES 


SERVICES 


RELIABLE Female/ Male 
House Servant, 
Patientcare, Babycare, 
Housekeeping, 
Oldagecare available 
for 8, 12, 24 hours. 
Contact- Bhandup 
022-49768909, 
9372575827, 7045085124. 

0070666796-2 


To place your 
ad in Classified 
Call: 
Jitendra: 
9967966093 
Sanjeev: 
9967552226 
Harsh Dwivedi: 
7021818976 
Vinay Yadav: 
8451957053 
Steffi: 
9920288236 


■■IMPORTANT" 


Whilst care is taken prior to 
acceptance of advertising 
copy, it is not possible to 
verify its contents. The Indian 
Express (P.) Limited cannot be 
held responsible for such 
contents, nor for any loss or 
damage incurred as a result of 
transactions with companies, 
associations or individuals 
advertising in its newspapers 
or Publications. We therefore 
recommend that readers make 
necessary inquiries before 
sending any monies or 
entering into any agreements 
with advertisers or otherwise 
acting on an advertisement in 
any manner whatsoever. 


GURU GHASIDAS VISHWAVIDYALAYA 

Koni, Bilaspur (C.G.) Ph. 260491, www.ggu.ac.in 

Ref. EOI/No.29/Engg/GGV/CPSU/2019 Date-26/08/2019 

e-Tender Notice for Eol cum RfP 
GGV, Invites Eol cum RfP for Empanelling Central Public Sector Unit 
(CPSU), Gol as PMC for Project Management & Supervision with 
Architectural Services for Execution of GGV Projects Works. Details 
etc. can be downloaded from the websites www.ggu.ac.in or www.epro- 
cure.gov.in. The last date time for submitting the Eol etc as 18-09-2019 
upto 4.00 PM. Tender cost-Rs. 20,000/- & EMD Rs. 10.1 Lakh. 

Registrar 


-] SCHOOL OF PLANNING AND 

ARCHITECTURE, VIJAYAWADA 

(An institution of National Importance under the Ministry of 
Human Resource Development, Govt, of India) 

Sy.No.4/4, ITI Road, Vijayawada - 520 008, Andhra Pradesh, India, Ph:0866-2469446 


Advt. No. SPAV/4/2019, SPAV/5/2019 & SPAV/6/2019 Dated September 05,2019 

Applications are invited from eligible Indian Nationals for the following: 

1. For the post of ‘Registrar (Level-14)’ on deputation or on 
contract basis for a fixed term of five years. 

2. For the post of ‘Administration and Finance Consultant’ purely 
on contract basis. 

3. For the post of full time ‘Physical Instructor’ purely on contract basis. 

For further details regarding qualifications, experience, etc. please refer SPA, 
Vijayawada website www.spav.ac. in Last Date for submission of Application 
for the post of Registrar is October 04, 2019 and for Administration and 
Finance Consultant is September 26,2019. Sd/- Registrar 


: CORRIGENDUM-2 : 

Following rectification is made in E-Tender Notice No. 11 OF 
2019-20 of Executive Engineer Ukai Division No.l, Ukai PIN 
CODE NO.394680 Phone No. 02624-233221 Dist : Tapi. 

Event 

Old Date 

New Date 

1. Downloading and 
Uploading of tender 
Document 

Dt.12-09-2019 
up to 18.00 
Hrs. 

Dt.19-09-2019 
up to 18.00 
Hrs. 

2. Last date & 

Physical Submission 

Dt.19-09-2019 
up to 18.00 Hrs. 

Dt.25-09-2019 
up to 18.00 Hrs. 

3. PQ. Bid Opening 
Date & Time 

On 

Dt.20-09-2019 
12.00 Hrs 

On 

Dt.26-09-2019 
12.00 Hrs 

Further details please visit us at above stated office during 
office hours, details are also available on web Site 
www.nprocure.com other conditions remains unchanged. 

No.: INF-Surat/711/2019 


PSPCL 


Punjab Slate Power Corporation Lin tiled 


Regd. Office.: PSPCL Head Office,The Mall, Patiala 
CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813; Website: www.pspcl.in 
GURU HARGOBIND THERMAL PLANT, LEHRA MOHABBAT 
Tender Enquiry No.: 505/GHTP/EMC/SSMC-181/Vol-lll Dated: 04.09.2019 


SHORT DESCRIPTION: Hotline (online) washing of 220kV & 66kV insulator 
strings, porcelain portion of switchyard equipment i.e. CTs, PTs, Breakers, 
Isolators etc. installed at 220kV substation, GHTP, Lehra Mohabbat as per 
detailed Scope of work mentioned in technical specifications. 

Last Date &Time for bid submission 01.10.2019 upto 11.30 hrs 

Date &Time of opening of Fee stage bid 01.10.2019 upto 12.00 hrs 

Tender specification can only be downloaded from PSPCL website 
https://pspcl.abcprocure.com 

Note: The prospective bidders can obtain clarification regarding tender specifi¬ 
cations from this office. For registration of digital signatures and uploading of 
tender information may be sought from https//pspcl.abcprocure.com 

It is informed that in case the tender process is not completed due to any rea¬ 
son no corrigendum will be published in newspapers. Detail regarding corrigen¬ 
dum may be seen on PSPCL official website i.e. https://pspcl.in 

Sd/- 

SE/EMC, GHTP, 

GHTP-48/19 PSPCL, Lehra Mohabbat, 

C-6994/Pb Ph. No. 0164-2756427 


SOUTH WESTERN RAILWAY 


E TENDER NOTICE No, EI-OD BYPL-W-2019-20 Dated : 04.09.2019 


The undersigned, on behalf of The President of India, invites E-tenders 
for the following work 


Name of Work 


Provision of Electronic 


Approx Value 
(lit RsJ 

Cost of Tamdar 
Document (In R&.J 

EMD 
jin Rs.) 

Period of 
Completion 

5 70.66,406.56 

11,350/- 

4,35,4001- 

12 Months 


Interlocking arid Outdoor S:gnaling arrangements at Baiyyappartahalli 
Stafionof Bangalore Division. 


Last date of submiss on of bids - 30.09.2019 up to 11;Q0 hrs fl, 
tender will be opened on ihe same dale 


For details log on to www.ireps,gov-in 


Deputy Chief Signal and Telecomm uni cation Engineer (Construction; 
South Western Railway, Bengaluru Cantonment 
N O. FUW1 11 ,'Wi L'fflB < sac ^ 0 -zq 


AIR Officer Commanding, Air Force Station, Ojhar 
invites sealed tenders on prescribed tender form upto 

1030 AM on 23rd September 2019 for running the 
Regimental shops (1) Milk Booth (2) Vegetable Shop (3) 
Provision Shop- 1 (4) Cafeteria (Domestic Area) for the 
p eriod fr om 0 1 st Octob er 201 9 to 30th S e ptemb er 2020 . 

Tender forms can be obtained from C Adm O Office, 
AF Stn. Ojhar on payment of Rs. 1,000/- per form & 
Earnest Money Deposit of Rs. 2,500/-. Shop location can 
be seen for assessment from any day between 09th 
September 2019 to 19th September 2019 between 1000 
Hrs. to 1200 Hrs. Tender will be opened on 25th 
September 2019 at 1130 hrs. Sealed tenders to be marked 
as "Tender for Milk Booth, Ve getable Sh op, Provision 
Shop -1 & Cafeteria (Domestic Area ) NOT to be opened by 
Central R egistry" . The applicants name and contact 
details must be mentioned on the envelope. Priority will 
be given to applicants in the following order. 1. War 
widows/ widows of defence personnel killed while on duty 
2. Disabled Soldiers 3. Ex-Servicemen 4. Spouses/ widows 
of ex-servicemen 5. Government Agencies, Including 
Public sector undertaking 6. Civilian whose spouse or 
dependent family members who do not own any shop in 
Air Force Station, Ojhar shopping Complex. 



Government of India 

Bhabha Atomic Research Centre 

Nuclear Recycle Board Tarapur 



On line item rate tender in two parts i.e. Part A -Documents related to eligibility 
criteria and Part B - Financial Bid are hereby invited through e-Tendering mode 
on behalf of the President of India by the General Manager, R&WM/ INRP (0), 
NRB, BARC Tarapur for the following work from the contractors having adequate 
experience in similar works 


NIT 

Tender Reference No. 

TRP/INRP (0)/NRB/BARC (T)/0PA-50230/01 
dated 03.09.2019 

Name of work 

“Fabrication, Supply, Installation and 
commissioning of self-supported steel 
chimney at INRP (O), NRB, Tarapur. 

Mode of tendering 

Online e-tendering on www.tenderwizard.com/DAE 

Estimated Cost 

Rs. 59,00,000/- (Rs. Fifty Nine Lakh Only) 

Earnest Money Deposit 

Rs.1,18,000/- (Rs. One Lakh Eighteen 
Thousand Only) 

Cost of Tender Document 

Nil 

Tender processing fee 

Rs.3481/- by e-payment through electronic 
mode (Non-returnable)in favour of M/s ITI 
Limited, New Delhi 

Period of Completion 

06 (Six) Calendar months 

Tender Sale Period 
a. Download of Tender 
Document 

From 09.09.2019 (10:00 Hrs.) 
to 30.09.2019 (15:00 Hrs.) 

Date of Pre Bid-Meeting 

10/10/2019 

Last date & Time of 

a. Last date and time of 
closing of online 
submission offenders. 

b. Date and time of 
online opening of Part A 

17.10.2019 (12:00 Hrs.) 

24.10.2019 (15:00 Hrs.) 

The detailed tender notice can be seen on the website http://www.barc. 
qov.in/tenders For clarification contact: (02525) 265116/265133 /265243. 


ne 


■■ ■ 



epaper. in 


ss.com 










































































































































































































































































































































































































































WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM 


THE INDIAN EXPRESS, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2019 




GOLD RUPEE OIL SILVER 


@ ?39,278 q ?71.72 0 $59.83 @ ?49,187 

Indian basket as on September 5,2019 


SENSEX: 36,981.77 ▲ 337.35 NIFTY: 10,946.20 A 98.30 NIKKEI: 21,199.57 A 113.63 HANG SENG: 26,690.76 A 175.23 FTSE: 7,266.95 ▼ 4.22 DAX: 12,196.58 A 69.80 


HEADS OF PUBLIC SECTOR FIRMS MEET MINISTRY OFFICIALS 

To boost capex, FinMin asks CPSEs 
to accelerate investments, clear dues 



Govt measures 
aimed at restarting 
investment cycle 


THE GOVERNMENTS decision to accelerate investments by 
large public sector companies, along with the push to clear 
outstanding dues, will have a sanguine effect on boosting 
capital expenditure in the economy. 

Along with measures including upfront capital infusion 
of Rs 70,000 crore in public sector banks, these initiatives are 
aimed at arresting the slowdown in GDP growth, which fell 
to 25-quarter low of 5 per cent in April-June this fiscal. 


ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU 

NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER6 

IN ORDER to boost capital expen¬ 
diture (capex) and inject liquidity 
in markets, the government sug¬ 
gested large central public sector 
enterprises (CPSEs) to “accelerate 
investment activities” and speed 
up clearance of outstanding dues 
to contractors. 

Senior Finance Ministry offi¬ 
cials on Friday held a meeting 
with heads of CPSEs including 
NTPC, SAIL, NHAI and PGCIL, as 
well as financial advisors of infra¬ 
structure ministries, to review and 
speed up the planned capex. 

The review is part of the meas¬ 
ures being taken by the govern¬ 
ment to arrest economic slow¬ 
down and to boost growth. 

Friday’s meeting was co¬ 
chaired by Department of 
Economic Affairs Secretary Atanu 
Chakraborty and Expenditure 
Secretary GC Murmu. 

The meeting was held to 
“boost capital expenditure of the 
Union Government so as to pump 
liquidity in the market to boost de¬ 


mand,” the Finance Ministry said 
in a statement. 

CPSEs “were impressed upon 
to adhere to the expenditure plan 
and accelerate investment activi¬ 
ties,” the Ministry said. The offi¬ 
cials also stressed the need for re¬ 
lease of payments for 
procurements and other contracts 
without delay to infuse liquidity 
in a time-bound manner. 
Resolution of outstanding pay¬ 
ments which may have been held 


up on account of disputes also 
came up for discussions. 

After the meeting, ONGC 
Executive Director NC Pandey said 
that as many as 27 projects worth 
Rs 87,000 crore are on stream. He 
was quoted by P7T as saying that 
these projects will be completed 
in three-four years. “We are on 
track. We are hopeful that these 
projects will be completed on 
time,” he said. On issues related to 
payment, Pandey said it was em¬ 


phasised in the meeting that steps 
should be taken to make payment 
ahead of scheduled date. 

Financial advisors of railways, 
health and family welfare, petro¬ 
leum and natural gas, road trans¬ 
port and highways, shipping, 
power, civil aviation, housing and 
urban affair, water resources, ru¬ 
ral development and HRD min¬ 
istries participated in the meeting. 

These meetings come in the 
backdrop of economic growth 
falling to a six-year low and other 
lead indicators (such as car/trac- 
tor sales, FMCG volume growth) 
presenting a pessimistic picture. 

The government said more 
such review meetings are lined up 
to push expenditure in the infra¬ 
structure projects. “Ministry of 
Finance would constantly moni¬ 
tor the progress of large infrastruc¬ 
ture projects for ministries as well 
as CPSEs and further follow-up 
meetings would be held,” it said. 

Weak manufacturing and 
consumption numbers dragged 
the country’s gross GDP growth to 
a 25-quarter low of 5 per cent in 
the first quarter (April-June) of the 
current fiscal, data released by 


National Statistical Office last 
Friday showed. The GDP growth 
rate has now slowed for the fifth 
consecutive quarter, with the pre¬ 
vious low recorded at 4.3 percent 
in March 2013. 

While the Centre reviewed 
CPSEs’ capex plans, it is also work¬ 
ing on using the surplus funds re¬ 
ceived from the Reserve Bank to 
push up capital investment in the 
economy, an official indicated. 

Apart from this, a Rs 70,000 
crore upfront capital infusion into 
public sector banks announced 
last month is expected to spur 
credit growth in the economy. The 
Centre will get an additional Rs 
58,000 crore as compared to Rs 
90,000 crore accounted for as sur¬ 
plus transfer from the RBI in the 
Union Budget2019-20, for spend¬ 
ing in the current fiscal. 

Additional capex will happen 
if the government is able to meet 
its revenue targets from taxes and 
non-tax receipts. The steady slide 
in investment activity has been 
progressively intensifying - evi¬ 
denced by a nearly 30 per cent 
drop in capex by the government 
in the June 2019 quarter. 


US hiring slows; 
wages, hours 
offer silver lining 

REUTERS 

REUTERS,SEPTEMBER6 


US JOB growth slowed more than 
expected in August with retail hir¬ 
ing declining for a seventh straight 
month, but strong wage gains 
should support consumer spend¬ 
ing and keep the economy ex¬ 
panding moderately amid rising 
threats from trade tensions. 

Nonfarm payrolls increased by 
130,000jobs last month, flattered 
by temporary hiring of 25,000 
workers for the 2020 census. The 
economy created 20,000 fewer 
jobs in June and July than previ¬ 
ously reported. The unemploy¬ 
ment rate was unchanged at 3.7 
per cent for a third straight month 
in August Average hourly earnings 
gained 0.4 per cent last month. 
Wage growth has held at or above 
3.0 per cent for 13 straight month, 
helping to drive consumer spend¬ 
ing and the economy. 

China ‘eating 
the tariffs,’ 
Trump says 

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 

WASHINGTON, SEPTEMBER 6 


US PRESIDENT Donald Tmmp on 
Friday said the costs of his pro¬ 
tracted trade war were falling 
squarely on China. 

Top-level negotiators are due 
to gather in Washington early 
next month while lower-level 
staff will meet in late September, 
according to officials on both 
sides. 

“China is eating the tariffs,” 
Tmmp said on Twitter, repeating 
his claim that higher duty rates 
meant Washington collected bil¬ 
lions of dollars from the Asian 
economy, and not US importers. 

“China having worst year in 
decades.Talks happening, good 
for all!” 


‘Growth of cement demand likely to halve this year’ 

Impacted by weak government spending in the first half of FY20, in addition to the liquidity crunch faced by 
real estate market, cement demand growth is expected to halve to around 5-5.5 per cent in the year, Crisil said 



12% growth in cement 
demand was recorded in 
financial year 2018-19 

6-yea r high profit mar¬ 
gins are expected to be 
recorded by the cement in¬ 
dustry for April-June quar¬ 
ter, due to recent price 
hikes 

35-40% of cement 

demand is generated from 
government spending 

5-8% of cement 

consumption is accounted 
for by the real estate 
market 

8 - 10 % growth 
expected in second half of 
current financial year, led 


by gradual pick up in 
government’s release of 
funds for institutional 
projects 

2-4% growth expected 
in cement demand in 
southern and eastern 


regions of the country, due 
to constrained spending by 
state governments 

5-6% growth expected 
in cement demand in 
western and central 
regions of the country in 


current financial year 

80-85 MT (million 

tonne) cement demand to 
be generated, on account of 
22 lakh under-construction 
housing units in Pradhan 
Mantri Awas Yojana 
(PMAY) urban and the 
targeted 60 lakh units 
under PMAY-Gramin 

14-15 MT of 

capacities expected to be 
commissioned in second 
half, which may soften 
cement prices in coming 
months 

6-7 % rise in prices 
expected in current fiscal, 
primarily led by a robust 
first quarter 


ED questions Jet founder Naresh Goyal 


ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU 

MUMBAI,SEPTEMBER6 

THE ENFORCEMENT Directorate 
(ED) on Friday questioned 
Naresh Goyal, founder of Jet 
Airways (India) Ltd, in connec¬ 
tion with a case of alleged con¬ 
travention of the foreign ex¬ 
change law, according to officials 
familiar with the development. 
This is the first time the agency 
has questioned Goyal. 

According to ED sources, 
Goyal has 19 privately held com- 
panies out of which 14 are in 
India and 5 abroad. ED has al¬ 
leged that Jet Airways has exe¬ 
cuted aircraft lease agreements 
with offshore entities that have 
made payments to firms which 
have allegedly “diverted” the 
money to Goyal. Sources said the 
ED is examining transactions of 
the airlines pertaining to sales 
and distribution. 

Earlier in May, ED began 



Former Jet Airways chairman 
outside the Enforcement 
Directorate office in 
Mumbai. GaneshShirsekar 


probing Etihad Airways invest¬ 
ment in Jet Airways’ frequent 


flyer programme — Jet Privilege 
Pvt Ltd (JPPL). 

The agency is ascertaining 
whether foreign direct invest¬ 
ment (FDI) norms were violated 
by Etihad that took a stake in JPPL 
in 2014. JPPL was incorporated as 
a wholly-owned unit of the air¬ 
line in 2012 and was split as an 
independent entity in 2014 after 
Etihad’s purchase of 50.1 percent 
stake for $150 million. Jet 
Airways holds 49.9 per cent 
stake. 

The agency has also ques¬ 
tioned a few top officials of Jet 
Airways in connection with its 
FEMAcase. 

Last month, the ED searched 
Goyal’s residence and 11 other lo¬ 
cations in Mumbai and Delhi. The 
agency also searched Hasmukh 
Deepchand Gardi, a partner of 
Goyal’s Isle of Man-firm Tail 
Winds Corporation. Tail Winds, 
the ED said, controls all the finan¬ 
cial activities of Jet Airways. 

Gardi, who lives in Dubai, has 


also been named in The Panama 
Papers, according to the investi¬ 
gation agency. 

In March, Goyal stepped 
down as chairman of the airline. 
In April, Jet, shuttered operations 
due to cash crunch. Since then, 
the airline has come under the 
scanner of multiple investigative 
agencies, including the Serious 
Fraud Investigation Office (SFIO) 
and Income Tax Department The 
SFIO has questioned Goyal a cou¬ 
ple of times in connection with 
its case. 

A Ministry of Corporate 
Affairs (MCA) inspection report 
had allegedly found large-scale 
irregularities, including diver¬ 
sion of funds, at the airline. 
The Income Tax Department 
also searched the carrier’s of¬ 
fices and found discrepancies in 
their books. 

Currently, Jet Airways is un¬ 
dergoing resolution process un¬ 
der the Insolvency and 
Bankruptcy Code. 


Will respond to challenges 
faced by all sectors, says FM 



Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in Kolkata. pti 


EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE 

KOLKATA, SEPTEMBER 6 


UNION FINANCE Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman on Friday 
said that the government will re¬ 
spond to the challenges faced by 
all the sectors. 

“We are looking at the chal¬ 
lenges which the sectors are fac¬ 
ing. We will respond to the chal¬ 
lenges and extend every possible 
help,” she said to a query on the 
ongoing slowdown of the econ¬ 
omy. The Finance Minister was 
holding an interaction with re¬ 
porters after meeting tax officers 
as well as traders and profession¬ 
als in Kolkata—a part of a series of 
tours across various cities — on 
Friday. Amid demand for GST rate 
cut by automobile firms, Sithara¬ 
man said that it was for the GST 
Council to decide. “The govern¬ 
ment is aware about the chal¬ 
lenges being faced by the firms and 
is reacting to the issues. Many of 
the government’s responses are in 
accordance with recommenda¬ 
tions by stakeholders,” she said. 

She also talked about meas¬ 
ures aimed at bringing trans¬ 
parency in the tax collection 
process. From October 1, any no¬ 
tice issued by the Income Tax de¬ 
partment for tax claim will have 
to be issued with a Document 
Identification Number (DIN), she 
said. 

“Unless there is a DIN, the as- 
sessee is well within his rights to 
consider the notice as not issued. 
We are adopting technology to 
make the process non discre¬ 
tionary and transparent” she said. 


Also, from October 8, the rev¬ 
enue department will bring in 
faceless assessment. “With face¬ 
less assessment and randomised 
scrutiny the probability of any irk¬ 
some harassing intrusion in their 
activity can be cut down. 
Department is taking lot of meas¬ 
ures bringing faceless technol¬ 
ogy,” Sitharaman said. 

She added that while it is nec¬ 
essary for tax officials to perform 
the duty, they should not over¬ 
reach, so that the entrepreneurs 
are seen being troubled. 
Responding to a question on Cafe 
Coffee Day founder VG 
Siddhartha’s death and if these 
measures were an outcome of the 
incident, the Finance Minister said 
the death was unfortunate. “The 
whole process requires more 
transparency, rather than a discre¬ 
tion-driven process,” she said. 

Sitharaman further assured 
that the Central government is en¬ 
gaging with stakeholders to make 
the process more transparent and 


ensure that the interests of wealth 
creators are protected. “The tax as¬ 
sessment process must-be forces- 
driven and not-discretion driven. 
One-on-one interactions with tax 
assessees can sometimes mn into 
rough weather. Use of technology 
will make the assessment process 
a lot more transparent,” she said. 

The Union minister also said 
that any tax collection shortfall 
will not affect commitments 
made for social sector spending. 
“If there are any challenges, as a 
result of which collections will be 
far lesser, we’ll look into it as and 
when the situation develops. But 
certainly it will not affect the com¬ 
mitments towards social sector 
spending made in the Budget,” 
she said. 

On inflation, she said, “Nobody 
can question our government on 
inflation. Inflation has not risen 
since 2014. It was up during2009- 
14 (during the UPA-II). The price 
rise was in two digits for com¬ 
modities during that period.” 


Thakur to automakers: Take up 
GST cut demand with state FMs 


Participant counters minister, 
says note ban caused slowdown 


ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU 

NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER6 

MINISTER OF State (MoS) for 
Finance Anurag Thakur Friday 
asked automobile sector players 
to take up their demand for reduc¬ 
tion in GST rate on cars with state 
finance ministers as well, who are 
part of the GST Council that takes 
a decision on such rate reductions. 
He assured the sector of all possi¬ 
ble support from the central gov¬ 
ernment. The Centre has already 
indicated that it will take up the 
proposal of Goods and Services 
Tax (GST) rate cut on automobiles 
to the GST Council, which is meet¬ 
ing later this month in Goa. 

Automobile and component 
manufacturers are seeking GST 
cut on automobiles to 18 per cent 
from 28 per cent to help the sector 
come out of a prolonged slump 
that has resulted in job losses. 

“You are aware that any rate 
cut on GST needs to be approved 
first by the fitment committee, 
then by the GST Council. I request 
all of you to also reach out to the 
state finance ministers who are 
part of the GST Council," Thakur 
said, speaking here at the annual 
convention of the Automotive 
Component Manufacturers 
Association (ACMA). 

He said the Finance Ministry 
has received multiple representa¬ 
tions from car manufacturers, 
dealers and many of the stake¬ 
holders regarding the GST rate cut. 

“Various OEMs (original 
equipment manufacturers) are 
based out of various parts of the 
country. The issue is whether they 
(the manufacturers) are taking 
these issues with their finance 
ministers or not,” Thakur said, as 


New Delhi: MoS for Finance 
Anurag Thakur was heckled 
at an ACMA event on Friday 
after he asked auto industry 
players why sales had not 
picked up despite measures 
taken by government, RBI 
intervention and big dis¬ 
counts by manufacturers, to 
which a participant inter¬ 
jected and said it was be¬ 
cause of the “demonetisa¬ 
tion effect”. 

Thakur was seeking inputs 
from industry players on the 
reasons behind the slowdown, 
despite government’s efforts 


per a P7T report. 

He said state finance ministers 
should be equally aware of the 
challenges faced by the OEMs or 
the automobile manufacturers. 

“Our humble request is to ap¬ 
prise them also so that whenever 
this issue is discussed in the GST 
Council meeting, everyone should 
have their view point,” he added. 

Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman has already suggested 
in the last meeting that the Centre 
was open to take it to the GST 
Council for deliberation, and most 
of the decisions were unanimous 
in the previous GST Council meet¬ 
ing, Thakur said. 

With sales of automobile 
products across segments in the 
slow lane for the past 10 straight 
months now, almost all manufac¬ 
turers of passenger vehicles and 
two-wheelers have been resort¬ 
ing to production cuts in the past 


to support the ailing sector, at 
the ACMA annual summit 
here. Jasbir Singh of GS Auto 
Ludhiana interrupted the jun¬ 
ior finance minister’s address, 
saying ‘This is the delayed ef¬ 
fect of demonetisation. People 
don’t have money!” 

Thakur, however, kept his 
composure and repeatedly 
said “Thank you”. Seeking to 
calm down the atmosphere 
after the interruption, he 
added, “If that is the delayed 
effect, how do you move 
ahead form here? How do you 
go forward?” PTI 


six-seven months to clear unsold 
inventory. Thakur said the govern¬ 
ment will consider various meas¬ 
ures including the scrappage pol¬ 
icy to push growth in the sector. 

Automotive industry body 
Society of Indian Automobile 
Manufacturers (SIAM) on Friday 
sought government intervention 
to help the sector in smooth tran¬ 
sition to BS-VI emission norms 
from April next year. 

Speaking at the ACMA con¬ 
vention, SIAM president Rajan 
Wadhera said vehicle manufac¬ 
turers and component suppliers 
were on track to meet stricter 
emission norms, but expressed 
concern over availability of BS-VI 
fuel across the country. “The tran¬ 
sition is very abmpt on March 31, 
both manufacturing and sales (of 
BS-IV vehicles) stop. This has 
never ever happened anywhere 
in the world,” Wadhera said. 


‘Easy To Get Unanimous Decision When Economy Is Sending Clear Signals’ 

Don’t see recession in US or global economy, says Powell 


ASSOCIATED PRESS 

WASHINGTON,SEPTEMBER 6 


US FEDERAL Reserve Chairman 
Jerome Powell said on Friday that 
the Fed is not expecting a US or 
global recession. But it is monitor¬ 
ing a number of uncertainties, in¬ 
cluding trade conflicts, and will 
“act as appropriate to sustain the 
expansion.” 

Powell gave an upbeat view of 
the US economy during an ap¬ 
pearance with Swiss National 
Bank Chairman Thomas Jordan in 
Switzerland. Powell said that 
trade policy is causing “some un¬ 
certainty” but that the US con¬ 
sumer is in good shape. 

“I would not see a recession as 


the most likely outcome for the 
United States or the global econ¬ 
omy,” Powell said. Powell was 
speaking at a conference spon¬ 
sored by Swiss Institute of 
International Studies at University 
of Zurich in Switzerland. 

It was his first public appear¬ 
ance since his remarks at the Fed’s 
annual monetary conference in 
Jackson Hole, on August 23. 
Financial markets were eager to 
see whether Powell would pro¬ 
vide any more clues about what 
the Fed will do at its next meeting 
on September 17-18. 

At its last meeting in July, the 
Fed cut rates for the first time in a 
decade, lowering its key policy 
rate to a new range of 2 per cent 
to 2.25 per cent. US President 



US Federal Reserve Chairman 
Jerome Powell in Zurich on 
Friday. Reuters 


Donald Tmmp has expressed un¬ 
happiness with the small move in 
July and has continued to attack 


Powell in tweets since then, sug¬ 
gesting in one tweet that Powell 
should be considered an “enemy.” 

Powell strongly rejected a sug¬ 
gestion that the Federal Reserve 
should consider influencing the 
outcome of the next presidential 
election through its interest-rate 
policies. Former Fed official Bill 
Dudley, former head of the Fed’s 
New York regional bank, had 
made that suggestion in an opin¬ 
ion piece last month. 

“Absolutely not,” Powell said. 
“Political factors play absolutely 
no role in our process... We are 
strongly committed to nonpoliti¬ 
cal decision malting. We serve all 
Americans regardless of their po¬ 
litical party.” Dudley said in a fol¬ 
low-up opinion piece that “my in¬ 


tention as to be provocative.” 

Powell was asked about op¬ 
posing comments this week from 
two Fed colleagues. James Bullard, 
head of the Fed’s St. Louis regional 
bank, said he favoured a half-point 
reduction in benchmark rate in 
September. But Eric Rosengren, 
president of the Fed’s Boston re¬ 
gional bank, said he does not be¬ 
lieve rates should be cut further. 
Rosengren was one of two officials 
who dissented at the July meet¬ 
ing, arguing that there was no 
need for the July rate cut. He said 
sometimes it is easy to get a unan¬ 
imous decision when the econ¬ 
omy is sending clear signals but 
“other times it is murky out there 
and there are a range of views. That 
is one of those times.” 


‘Auto sector problems minor in 
nature... will be resolved soon’ 


PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA 

NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER6 


IF PRIME Minister Narendra 
Modi’s government can extend 
Parliament session to abrogate 
Article 370, solving the problem 
of the auto industry which is 
facing a slowdown is a “minor” 
thing, Union minister Arjun 
Ram Meghwal said on Friday. 

Addressing the annual con¬ 
vention of the ACMA, the minis¬ 
ter of state for heavy industries 
and public enterprises said is¬ 
sues plaguing the auto industry 
will be “tackled and settled”. 

“When Lok Sabha (session) 
was going on and (decision on) 
Article 370 had not yet come up, 


Deepak Jain is 
new president 
of ACMA 

New Delhi: Auto components 
industry body ACMA Friday 
said it has appointed Lumax 
Industries CMD Deepakjain 
as its new President. 

Besides, Sona Comstar 
Chairman Sunjay Kapur has 
been appointed as vice pres¬ 
ident for 2019-21 term, an 
ACMA statement said. Jain 
said the sector is undergoing 
one of the most difficult 
times ever and it needs to 
prepare itself for future. PTI 


many MPs (parliamentarians) 
used to come to me and ask me 
if session is being extended,” 
Meghwal said. 

He added that many MPs 
did not want extension of 
the session. 

“By extending the session, if 
we can remove evil thing like 
Article 370 then your problems 
are minor in nature, it will be re- 
solved soon don’t worry,” 
Meghwal assured executives of 
the automotive industry. 

“We will bring your issues 
in front of the Finance Minister, 
Prime Minister and when Modi 
ji is aiming for $5 trillion econ¬ 
omy then all these issues will 
be tackled and settled. You 
don’t worry,” 
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Supreme Court stays 
Amtek Auto liquidation 


RUPEE LOGS THIRD STRAIGHT SESSION OF GAINS 

Sensex rises on auto sop hopes, 
easing of US-China trade war 

SENSEX GAINS 337 POINTS, NIFTY UP BY98 


INDUBHAN 

NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER6 


THE SUPREME Court on Friday 
stayed the National Company Law 
Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT)’s de¬ 
cision ordering liquidation of debt- 
ridden Amtek Auto. A bench led 
by Justice Arun Mishra — while 
seeking responses from UK-based 
Liberty House Group PTE, Deccan 
Value Investor LP, resolution pro¬ 
fessional Dinkar Venkatsu- 
bramanian and ex-promoter 
Arvind Dham — stayed the liqui¬ 
dation of Amtek Auto, which was 
among the first list of the 12 com¬ 
panies that were referred by the 
Reserve Bank of India for initiation 
of insolvency process in 2017. 

Liberty House was selected as 
the highest bidder by Amtek 
Auto’s committee of creditors 
(CoC). However, it later backed out 
citing some reasons, following 
which lenders requested for an¬ 
other 90 days to find a new buyer. 
However, the NCLAT had last 
month declined the CoC’s request 
for extension of the insolvency 
resolution process deadline. 

Challenging the August 16 liq¬ 
uidation order, the lenders led by 
Corporation Bank told the SC that 
the appellate tribunal had failed 

Tile appeals in 
organised tax 
evasion cases’ 

PRESS TRUSTOF INDIA 

NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER6 

THE CBDT directed the income tax 
authorities Friday to pursue cases 
of “organised tax evasion" through 
long-term capital gains (LTCG) or 
short-term capital loss (STCL) in 
courts as it set aside the condition 
of stickingto the established mon¬ 
etary limits for filing appeals. 

A Central Board of Direct Taxes 
(CBDT) order accessed by PTI said 
the decision was being taken af¬ 
ter “several references” were re¬ 
ceived by the board, where a large 
number of cases of organised tax 
evasion through LTCG and STCL 
on penny stocks were noticed. 

The I-T department had told 
CBDT that it was “unable” to pur¬ 
sue these cases in higher judicial 
fomms on account of the recently- 
enhanced monetary limits. 


EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE 

AHMEDABAD, SEPTEMBER 6 


HARI KRISHNA Exports, one of the 
biggest diamantaires in Surat, 
well-known for distribution of 
largesse among employees, will 
be struggling to break-even this 
Diwali. Despite an upcoming fes¬ 
tive season, the company strug¬ 
gles to cope up with a 30 percent 
dip in demand, while the smaller 
diamond units are forced to cut 


to uphold the tenets of the 
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code 
(IBC) to resolve a financially viable 
entity. It said Amtek Auto, being 
a financially viable entity, was be- 
ing pushed into liquidation 
merely on account of the fact that 
Liberty House, the successful res¬ 
olution applicant, had defaulted 
in implementing the resolution 
plan. “Resolution of the financial 
affairs of a distressed company is 
the primary aim of IBC and a fail¬ 
ure/frustration of the processes 
on account of the conduct of a 
resolution applicant ought not to 
undermine the primary objective 
sought to be achieved,” the 
lenders said. 

“The deliberate failure to im¬ 
plement the RP is a fraud com¬ 
mitted on the process carried un¬ 
der the Code” and in such 
circumstances the NCLAT should 
have allowed the CoC’s request to 
invite and evaluate fresh RPs and 
ensure that a financially viable 
entity is not liquidated, the CoC 
said in its appeal. 

It further said “maximisation 
of the value of the assets of the 
corporate debtor is embedded in 
the Code” and, therefore, an op¬ 
portunity should be given to CoC 
to make an attempt at resolution, 
especially keeping in view the 


4TH: India’s rank in 
terms of growth in the share 
of the ICT sector’s value 
added in GDP between 
2010 and 2017 

9TH: India’s rank in e- 
commerce sales in 2017, 
with total sales of $400 
billion or 15 per cent as a 
share of GDP 

4.5-15.5% 

OF WORLD GDP: 

Size range of global digital 
economy, as per the Digital 
Economy Report 

38% 

Share of computer services 
in ICT sector employment 


down manpower, and slash work¬ 
ing hours. 

“There is a slowdown in the di¬ 
amond industry. The demand is 
down by 25-30 per cent. The US 
and China are the biggest markets 
for diamonds polished in our 
country. Due to the trade war be¬ 
tween the two, there is a lot of un¬ 
certainty regarding duty struc¬ 
tures. This is resulting in less 
demand. The diamond units have 
reduced their production,” said 
Ghanshyam while interacting 


availability of suitable resolution 
applicants in the market. 

The Corporate Insolvency 
Resolution Process of Amtek Auto 
was initiated on July 24,2017 by 
the NCLT and lenders of the com¬ 
pany had selected the resolution 
plans by two firms - Liberty 
House and Deccan Value, which 
later withdrew from the race. A 
revised plan of Liberty House was 
selected by the CoC on April 2, 
2018 with 94.20 per cent votes 
and the same was upheld by the 
NCLT on July 25,2018. 

However, Liberty House 
backed out from the race and 
even refused to furnish the per¬ 
formance guarantee and other 
terms and conditions which were 
approved. 

The NCLAT on August 16 had 
directed the Chandigarh Bench of 
the National Company Law 
Tribunal to pass an order of liqui¬ 
dation as 270 days mandated un¬ 
der the IBC for finalising a resolu¬ 
tion plan had already lapsed. It 
has given liberty to RP and CoC of 
Amtek Auto to move an applica¬ 
tion before the NCLT “to decide as 
to whether the matter is required 
to be referred to the Insolvency 
and Bankruptcy Board of India or 
the central government for tak¬ 
ing any action”. FE 


40% 

Share of computer 
services within the ICT 
sector, in terms of total 
value added 


with mediapersons on the side¬ 
lines of the CII-Young Indians sem- 
inar organised at Ahmedabad 
Management Association (AMA). 

He was speaking at a seminar 
on ‘Romancing with risk’ where 
speakers shared secrets of success 
during an economic slowdown. 

According to him, the slow¬ 
down has been severe for the last 
seven-eight months where dia¬ 
mond units in Surat have slashed 
working hours and even laid-off 
employees. “While the bigger 


ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU 

MUMBAI,SEPTEMBER6 


STOCK MARKETS on Friday rallied 
smartly on expectations of more 
measures from the government 
to prop up the auto sector and the 
bullish fervour on global markets 
amid easing trade tensions be¬ 
tween the US and China. 

The 30-share BSE Sensex 
vaulted 337.35 points, or 0.92 per 
cent, higher at 36,981.77. The 
broader NSE Nifty spurted 98.30 
points, or 0.91 per cent, to finish at 
10,946.20. 

Even as the auto industry play¬ 
ers clamoured for a GST rate cut, 
Minister of State for Finance 
Anurag Thakur on Friday assured 
all support from the Centre. Road 
Transport Minister Nitin Gadkari 
has also assured the crisis-hit au¬ 
tomobile sector of all possible sup¬ 
port from the government, in¬ 
cluding taking up the demand of 
GST reduction with Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman. 

“Expectation of sops to the 
falling auto sector lifted market 
sentiments today, while gain 
across Asian markets on a hope of 


Share of global ICT sector 
employees in computer 
services accounted for by 
Brazil, India and Moldova 


companies like us have not re¬ 
duced their workforce, smaller 
players have cut down on man¬ 
power by 10-20 percent. Many of 
them, instead of cutting their 
workforce, have reduced their 
work-hours to six hours from 
nine. Apart from Sunday, some di¬ 
amond units have even started 
giving holidays on Saturday as 
well,” added Ghanshyam, the 
younger brother of Surat-based 
billionaire and diamond mer¬ 
chant Savji Dholakia, who handles 


■ While the 30-share BSE 
Sensex vaulted 337.35 
points, or 0.92 per cent, 
higher at 36,981.77, the 
broader NSE Nifty spurted 
98.30 points, or 0.91 per 
cent, to finish at 10,946.20 
on Friday 


ease in trade tension supported 
the upside. 

Continuous selling by Fils re¬ 
mained as a concern, but market 
may trade positively in the short¬ 
term in anticipation of policy ac¬ 
tions,” said Vinod Nair, head of re¬ 
search, Geojit Financial Services. 

During the holiday-tmncated 
week, the Sensex lost 351 points 
or 0.94 per cent, while the Nifty 
shed 77.05 points or 0.69 percent. 
Stocks around the world mostly 
rallied on Thursday after the US 
and China agreed to meet soon 
to resume trade talks. That news 
sparked optimism that the two 
sides could work toward breaking 
the stalemate in negotiations. 

Meanwhile, the Indian rupee 


~40% 

Share of the United States 
and China in the 
information and 
communications 
technology (ICT) sector, in 
terms of value 

~ $1 trillion: 

Share of the United States in 
the information and 
communications 
technology sector, in terms 
of value 

39 MILLION: 

Global employment in 
information and communi¬ 
cations technology in 2015, 
up from 34 million in 2010 


the operations from Mumbai. 

Surat is one of the world’s key 
diamond processing centres, ex¬ 
porting around 80 per cent of the 
production, and has over3,500 di¬ 
amond processing units. Hari 
Krishna Exports employs 7,500 di¬ 
amond workers in Surat and 
Mumbai. Talking about his com¬ 
pany, which is known to gift cars 
and flats to employees as bonus, 
Ghanshyam said, “That will not 
happen. This month, business has 
been flat.” 


■ Stocks around the world 
rallied on Thursday after 
the US and China agreed to 
meet soon to resume trade 
talks, with the news 
sparldng optimism that 
the two could work toward 
breaking the stalemate 


appreciated 12 paise to trade at 
71.72 per US dollar due to firm 
stock markets and capital inflows.. 

Auto stocks ended in the 
green. Mamti Suzuki soared 3.61 
per cent, Bajaj Auto 2.90 per cent, 
Tata Motors 2.58 per cent, 
Mahindra and Mahindra 2.34 per 
cent and Hero MotoCorp (2.14 per 
cent). Sectorally, BSE auto, power, 
metal, utilities, energy, bankex, 
consumer durables and finance 
indices gained up to 2.54 per cent. 
However, realty and FMCG indices 
ended in the red. Broader BSE 
midcap and smallcap indices fol¬ 
lowed the benchmarks to settle 
up to 0.79 per cent higher. 

Deepakjasani, head retail re¬ 
search, HDFC Securities, said, 


ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU 

NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER6 


FORMER PAYTM vice president 
Sonia Dhawan, who was accused 
in an extortion case involving the 
company’s founder Vijay 
Shekhar Sharma, has rejoined 
the group and has been ap¬ 
pointed vice president at 
Gamepind Entertainment. 

Gamepind Entertainment is 
a joint-venture between AGTech 
Holdings, an Alibaba Group 
company, and One97 
Communications, Paytm’s par¬ 
ent company. 

In October 2018, Dhawan 
was arrested by Noida Police for 
allegedly trying to extort Rs 10 
crore from Sharma. 

After the former Paytm vice 
president was arrested, along 
with her alleged accomplices, an 
FIR of criminal intimidation was 
also filed. Dhawan was in jail for 
nearly five months after the FIR 
was filed. 

Later, in March this year, she 
was granted bail by Allahabad 
High Court after she plead inno¬ 
cence saying nothing concrete 
had emerged against her. 

In June, Dhawan joined 
Sheroes as director of corporate 
communications. Sheroes is an 
online women’s community 
platform, in which Sharma is an 
investoras 

In March, when Dhawan was 


“markets rallied sharply on Friday 
after taking a breather in the pre¬ 
vious session. The indices clocked 
their best gains of the week, but 
ended lower for the week. The 
gains came on the back of positive 
Asian markets amid easing US- 
China trade tensions. The Nifty in¬ 
dex ended 98.3 points or 0.91 per 
cent higher at 10,946.2.” Banks 
and auto stocks in India rose re¬ 
flecting the upward thrust likely 
due to the Chinese moves on re¬ 
serve requirements, Jasani said. 

China’s central bank on Friday 
said it was cutting the amount of 
cash that banks must hold as re¬ 
serves for the third time this year, 
releasing a total of 900 billion 
yuan ($126.35 billion) in liquidity 
to shore up the slowing economy. 

The People’s Bank of China 
(PBOC) said it would cut the re¬ 
serve requirement ratio (RRR) by 
50 basis points (bps) for all banks, 
with an additional 100 bps cut for 
some qualified smaller lenders. 

In Asia, Hang Seng, Shanghai 
Composite Index, Nikkei and 
Kospi settled in the green. 
Exchanges in Europe were also 
trading in the positive zone in 
their respective early sessions. 


In October 2018, 
Dhawan was arrested 
by Noida Police for 
allegedly trying to 
extort Rs 10 crore from 
Sharma; later, in March 
this year, she was 
granted bail by 
Allahabad High Court 


rumoured to have rejoined the 
digital payment firm, Paytm had 
said “no accused is joining back 
the company till the time the 
court matter is concluded”. 

As per a regulatory filing by 
One97 Communications Ltd 
Dhawan held 1,400 shares in the 
company as of November 2017. 

“Sonia Dhawan has joined as 
Vice President—Corporate 
Communications. She comes 
with over a decade of experience 
in leadership roles across mar¬ 
keting, PR and corporate com¬ 
munications and has played an 
instrumental role in building the 
brands since inception,” 
Gamepind Entertainment Pvt 
Ltd said in a statement. 

In addition to Dhawan’s ap¬ 
pointment, Gamepind’s stat- 
ment said that it has roped in 
Fayyaz Hussais as head of 
growth, and Harshit Kashiv as 
head-product marketing. 


_ BRIEFLY _ 

‘Gold bond 
price fixed at 
f3,890/gram’ 

Mumbai: Price of the next 
tranche of the Sovereign 
Gold Bond issue opening on 
September 9 has been fixed 
at Rs 3,890 per gram, the 
Reserve Bank said on Friday. 
The Sovereign Gold Bond 
Scheme 2019-20 - Series IV 
will be opened for subscrip¬ 
tion from September 9 to 13, 
2019. Further, the Centre has 
decided to offer a discount 
of Rs 50 per gram for those 
investors applying online 
and making payment for the 
purchase of the bond 
through digital mode. 

30% stake sale 
of CFHL: Bids 
invited 

New Delhi: Canara Bank on 
Friday invited bids to sell 30 
per cent stake in its housing 
finance subsidiary Can Fin 
Homes Ltd (CFHL). Bids have 
been invited through mer¬ 
chant bankers for sale of 
3,99,30,365 equity shares of 
the face value of Rs 2 each, 
constituting 29.99 per cent, 
Canara Bank said in a filing. 

Indiabulls 
Housing shares 
close 5% lower 

New Delhi: Indiabulls 
Housing Finance shares 
Friday ended 5 per cent 
lower, amid reports that a 
public interest litigation has 
been filed against the com¬ 
pany and its promoters. The 
scrip closed at Rs 425.75 on 
the BSE, down 4.95 per cent. 

Mitsui 

Sumitomo to 
buy MFS stake 

New Delhi: Shareholders of 
Max Financial Services 
(MFS) have agreed to allow 
Mitsui Sumitomo Insurance 
(MSI) to swap 19.98 percent 
of its shareholding in Max 
Life Insurance with 21.45 per 
cent stake in MFS. MFS is the 
holding company of Max 
Life Insurance Company, 
wherein MSI holds nearly 26 
per cent stake. PTI 

Alibaba buys 
e-comm biz 
Kaolafor$2bn 

Shanghai: Alibaba Group has 
agreed to buy e-commerce 
business Kaola from Chinese 
gaming company NetEase 
for $2 billion, adding a plat¬ 
form that specializes in sup¬ 
plying curated luxury goods 
from abroad to domestic 
consumers. REUTERS 


‘Slowdown in diamond industry... units forced to cut manpower’ 


‘Computer services: Local market to grow faster than exports’ 

India’s domestic market for computer services is likely to grow faster than exports, fuelled by Centre’s Digital India 
programme and the start-up environment, a report by United Nations Conference on Trade and Development said 



Former Paytm vice 
president Sonia Dhawan 
joins group company 


China cuts banks’ 
reserve ratios, injects 
$126 billion liquidity 


YAWENCHEN& 

KEVINYAO 

BEIJING,SEPTEMBER6 


CHINA’S CENTRAL bank said on 
Friday it was cutting the amount 
of cash that banks must hold as re¬ 
serves for the third time this year, 
releasing 900 billion yuan 
($126.35 billion) in liquidity to 
shore up the flagging economy. 

Analysts had expected China 
to announce more policy easing 
measures soon as the world’s sec¬ 
ond-largest economy comes un¬ 
der growing pressure from esca¬ 
lating US tariffs and sluggish 
domestic demand. 

The People’s Bank of China 
(PBOC) said it would cut the re¬ 
serve requirement ratio (RRR) by 
50 basis points (bps) for all banks, 
with an additional 100 bps cut for 
qualified city commercial banks. 
The RRR for large banks will be 
lowered to 13.0 percent. 

The PBOC has now slashed the 
ratio seven times since early 2018. 
The size of the latest move was at 
the upper end of market expecta¬ 
tions, and the amount of funds re¬ 
leased will be the largest so far in 
the current easing cycle. 

The broad-based cut, which 
will release 800 billion yuan in liq¬ 
uidity, is effective Sept 16. The ad¬ 
ditional targeted cut will release 
100 billion yuan, in two phases ef¬ 
fective October 15 and November 
15. 


“The move shows policymak¬ 
ers are increasingly worried but 
it’s far from enough to stabilise the 
economy,” said Larry Hu, head of 
Greater China economics at 
Macquarie Group in Hong Kong. 

“The key constraint is that 
everything is slowing down - cor¬ 
porates are not willing to invest 
because of the trade war, a global 
slowdown, and weak infrastruc¬ 
ture and property sector growth.” 

The latest move to spur bank 
lending followed a cabinet meet¬ 
ing on September 4 that pledged 
to implement both broad and tar¬ 
geted cuts in the RRR “in a timely 
manner”. 

The PBOC said it will maintain 
a prudent monetary policy and 
avoid flood-like stimulus, while 
increasing counter-cyclical adjust¬ 
ments and maintaining reason¬ 
able and abundant liquidity. 

Analysts say China’s economic 
growth has likely cooled further 
this quarter from a near 30-year 
low of 6.2 per cent in April-June. 
Morgan Stanley says it is now 
tracking the lower end of the gov¬ 
ernment’s full-year target range 
of around 6-6.5 per cent. With 
Washington imposing new tariffs 
from September 1, and threaten¬ 
ing more measures from October 
1 and December 15, some econo¬ 
mists have recently cut their China 
growth estimates for next year to 
below 6 per cent, which would 
breach Beijing’s longer-term de¬ 
velopment goal. REUTERS 


Yields tick 
lower as data, 
Fed firm up 25 
basis point cut 
expectations 

REUTERS 

NEW YORK, SEPTEMBER 6 


A MIXED employment report on 
Friday morning and an even- 
keel message from US Federal 
Reserve Chair Jerome Powell left 
yields modestly lower, firming 
up market expectations the cen¬ 
tral bank will cut interest rates 
by the expected 25 basis points 
at its September meeting. 

Treasury yields were mod¬ 
estly lower than where they had 
been going into the panel discus- 
sion, with the two-year yield 
down 1.6 basis points to 1.524 
per cent and the 10-year yield 
down 1.7 basis points to 1.548 
per cent. The Labor 
Department’s report showed job 
growth had slowed more than 
expected in August, but losses 
were cushioned by strong wage 
gains, which should support 
consumer spending and keep 
the economy expanding moder¬ 
ately amid rising threats from 
trade tensions. Meanwhile, gold 
turned positive Friday, after 
falling as much as 1 per cent ear¬ 
lier, as a weaker-than-expected 
US nonfarm payrolls report 
weighed on the dollar and in¬ 
creased appetite for safe-haven 
bullion, putting it on course for 
a weekly gain. Spot gold was up 
0.1 per cent to $1,519.96 per 
ounce at 1428 GMT. 


FB, Amazon among 
tech giants to face 
antitrust probe in US 


REUTERS 

BENGALURU/WASHINGTON, 
SEPTEMBER 6 


A BIPARTISAN group of state at¬ 
torneys general will announce 
on Monday an investigation into 
large tech companies, like 
Facebook and Google, for poten¬ 
tial violations of antitrust law, 
Texas Attorney General Ken 
Paxton’s announced on Friday. 

Paxton’s office did not name 
the companies but the Justice 
Department and Federal Trade 
Commission are probing 
Facebook, Alphabet’s Google, 
Apple and Amazon for potential 
violations of antitrust law. 

New York Attorney General 
Letitia James announced on 
Friday that she was leading a bi¬ 
partisan probe into Facebook. 
“I’m launching an investigation 
into Facebook to determine 
whether their actions endan¬ 
gered consumer data, reduced 
the quality of consumers’ 
choices, or increased the price of 
advertising," she tweeted. “The 
largest social media platform in 
the world must follow the law.” 

The New York attorney gen¬ 
eral’s office said it expected more 
states to join the investigation. 

“People have multiple 
choices for every one of the serv¬ 
ices we provide. We understand 
that if we stop innovating, peo¬ 
ple can easily leave our platform. 


“I’m launching an 
investigation into 
Facebook to determine 
whether their actions 
endangered consumer 
data, reduced the quality 
of consumers’ choices, or 
increased the price of 
advertising” 

LETITIAJAMES 

NEWY0RKATT0RNEYGENERAL 

This underscores the competi¬ 
tion we face, not only in the 
United States but around the 
globe,” said Will Castleberry, 
Facebook’s vice president for 
state and local policy. 

He added that the company 
would work constructively with 
state attorneys general. 

Google has said that it was 
cooperating with the state offi¬ 
cials. Attorneys general investi¬ 
gating the company also include 
those of Colorado, Florida, Iowa, 
Nebraska, North Carolina, Ohio, 
Tennessee and the District of 
Columbia, as per a statement. 

Technology companies are 
facing a backlash in the United 
States — as well as across the 
world — fueled by concerns 
among competitors, lawmakers 
and consumer groups that the 
firms have too much power 
and are harming users and busi¬ 
ness rivals. 


RCEP trade 
ministers to 
meet on Sept 8 

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA 

NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER6 


TRADE MINISTERS of 16 coun¬ 
tries, including India and Japan, 
which are negotiating mega free 
trade agreement RCEP, will hold 
a crucial meeting in Bangkok on 
September 8 to take stock of the 
negotiations. 

Commerce and Industry 
Minister Piyush Goyal will at¬ 
tend the seventh RCEP 
Ministerial Meeting, East Asia 
Economic Ministers Summit and 
16th ASEAN India Economic 
Ministers meeting being held in 
Bangkok from 8-10 September, 
an official statement said on 
Friday. 

The meetings will be at¬ 
tended by economic ministers 
and senior leaders of ten ASEAN 
member countries and eight 
east asia summit countries, the 
statement added. 

The Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership (RCEP) 
agreement is being negotiated 
among 10 ASEAN members 
(Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, 
Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the 
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, 
and Vietnam) and Australia, 
China, India, Japan, Korea and 
New Zealand. 

The negotiations for the 
Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership (RCEP) 
has reached at a fundamental 
phase as the member countries 
are targeting to conclude the 
talks by November. 


Patanjali’s bid for Ruchi 
Soya: NCLT gives nod 


PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA 

NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER6 


THE NATIONAL Company Law 
Tribunal (NCLT) has approved the 
resolution plan submitted by 
Yoga guru Ramdev-led Patanjali 
for the debt-ridden Ruchi Soya. | A 
two-member Mumbai NCLT 
bench, comprising Rajesh 
Sharma and V P Singh, approved 
the resolution plan after observ¬ 
ing that all eventuality has been 
discussed by it. 

“It is also to be clarified that 
every eventuality has been dis¬ 
cussed in the approved resolution 
plan, and in implementation of 
the resolution plan circumstances 


may arise for which clarification 
can be sought by the monitoring 
agency for effective implementa¬ 
tion of the plan,” said the NCLT. 

It added: “In the circum¬ 
stances, we hereby approve the 
resolution plan.” 

The NCLT also ordered the 
registrar to “immediately com¬ 
municate this order to the reso¬ 
lution professional, resolution ap- 
plicant, corporate debtor and 
IBBI”. Ruchi Soya owes over Rs 
9,345 crore to financial creditors 
led by State Bank of India, which 
has an exposure of Rs 1,800 crore, 
followed by Central Bank at Rs 
816 crore, PNB at Rs 743 crore and 
StanChart at Rs 608 crore and DBS 
atRs243 crore. 


Security an issue in 
5G: NCSC on Huawei 


PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA 

NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER6 


SECURITY IS a big issue in 5G and 
the decision around participation 
of Chinese telecom gear major 
Huawei should be taken after 
proper consideration, the coun¬ 
try’s top cyber security officer said 
on Friday. 

National Cyber Security 
Coordinator (NCSC) Lt General 
(Dr) Rajesh Pant also said that 5G 
will not be limited to telecom net- 
works but will have an impact 
across all sectors. Meanwhile, 
Huawei said security and privacy 


are its highest priority and the 
company strictly adheres to all lo¬ 
cal laws and regulations. 

“Government has to decide on 
it (participation of Huawei). We 
can tell you from technology as¬ 
pect Thereafter, its economics and 
political part will be seen. Security 
is an issue, there is no doubt in it. 
5G is not just a pure telecom net¬ 
work. It has many things that are 
connected to our lifestyle,” Pant 
told reporters on the sidelines of 
CII Telecom Convergence Summit 

He was responding to a ques¬ 
tion on the views of his office over 
participation of Huawei in 5G tri¬ 
als in India. 
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It takes courage to be a teacher 


Great teachers are like witches and wizards of their 
magic craft: lighting the spark of curiosity, wonder 
and thrill at the possibilities of the world around us 



Illustration: Suvajit Dey 



by Shelja Sen 


“HE TAKES a simple idea, wraps it around our 
head nice and slow, and then pulls and blows 
our minds.” These are the words my son used 
to describe his teacher and once again, I could 
not help thinking that teaching is the art of 
magical enchantment. Great teachers are like 
witches and wizards of their magic craft: the 
mighty Dumbledores, Dronacharyas and 
Gandalfs of our times. They light the spark of 
curiosity, wonder and thrill at the possibili¬ 
ties of the world around us. 

If I were to ask you to look back at the time 
when you were in school and think of a 
teacher who changed your life completely, I 
am sure you will not talk about a teacher who 
was just highly knowledgeable and well-in¬ 
formed. You will remember that one teacher 
who made you feel good about yourself, 
whose eyes would “light up” when you 
greeted her, who respected and honoured the 


dignity of each person in the classroom and 
made learning so much fun. The simple truth 
is that children do not learn from teachers 
they do not like. When children experience 
worthiness, acceptance and are given an 
emotionally safe space, the magic of learning 
is inevitable. 

When I was in senior school, I thought I 
had a special connect with my school princi¬ 
pal. He gave me a deep sense of worthiness. 
Even after leaving school, I carried that feeling 
with me. Twenty-five years on, we had our 
batch e-reunion (as everybody was spread 
across the globe) and one question raised was, 
“Which teacher in school changed your life?” 
Imagine my astonishment when most peo¬ 
ple named him! Spurred by this discovery, I 
checked with my brother, who was my sen¬ 
ior in school and some other seniors and jun¬ 
iors, and everybody named him. A part of me 
was irked, but a large part of me was left in 
wonder at this incredible power of a teacher 
to touch so many lives. 

As a mother and a therapist, I have seen 
children go through this magical transforma¬ 
tion every time they have an exceptional 
teacher. I remember working with a child 
who was struggling with depression and re¬ 
current self-harm. We had tried all kinds of 
interventions for months, but the darkness 
was not budging. Then the school decided to 
change his section and put him with a teacher 
whose magic skills were known far and wide 


(no, not Hogwarts). And magic is what she 
did - in a couple of months, this child had not 
only pushed depression out of his life but was 
actively involved in the class play, being a 
buddy for another child with learning disabil¬ 
ity and making new friends. When I asked 
him what had changed, he replied with a 
shrug and, “Dunno!” Not satisfied with this 
answer and thoroughly intrigued, I contacted 
the teacher and asked her what “strategies” 
she had used. Her answer was very simple, “I 
just make sure the child knows that he is 
loved, he belongs and that the whole class is 


with him. He is not alone.” 

I remember just sitting still for a long time 
after talking to her as the power of her words 
struck me. All that talk and the buzz we hear 
about classroom management, teaching 
strategies, inclusion all amount to nothing if 
the teacher is not able to love each and every 
child in the class and make sure they know it. 

I can say this with full conviction that peo¬ 
ple I admire most in the world are teachers. 
However, I can also say this with an equal 
sense of despair that the people that invoke 
most anger and pain in me are teachers too. 


These are the teachers who perpetuate the 
culture of shame in classrooms. These are the 
teachers who incite the class to ridicule chil¬ 
dren who are different in any way due to their 
disability, race, sexual orientation, religion, 
looks or family background. These are the 
teachers who make PTMs about humiliating 
the children and their parents with the report 
cards reading, “not up to the mark”, “not able 
to keep up”, “not at par”, “not using her po¬ 
tential” - every “not” shrinking them further 
from any possibilities of blossoming. These 
are the children who are rejected, branded 
and who come to school for the daily disgrace 
of never being good enough. I have witnessed 
children being abused, left unheard and in¬ 
visible and who have internalised the story 
of being somewhat damaged. My heart sinks 
when I meet teachers who dislike their jobs 
and do it just because it is “convenient”, “time 
pass”, “nothing else to do”, or “gets me some 
pocket money.” 

The only thing that keeps me from be¬ 
coming bitter is the knowledge that the prob¬ 
lem is not the teachers, it is our society that 
encourages and propagates the rusty and 
gnarled practices that are eroding our chil¬ 
dren’s early years. Great teachers are like war¬ 
riors. Their craft requires a daily practice of 
immense fortitude, compassion and courage. 
Courage to walk into a class with a smile even 
when they are exhausted. Courage to love a 
child who feels unloved. Courage to perse¬ 
vere and find that light in that child when the 
whole world is telling him that he is no good. 
Courage to never give up on a child. Courage 
to speak up for the child who has no voice. 

I do not think people from any other 
profession have as much an impact 
on us as teachers. We might leave school at 
the age of 18, but we carry our teachers in our 
hearts for the rest of their lives. Sometimes, 
it is full of warm memories and at times, just 
painful scars. 

It is my deep faith that the magical rela¬ 


tionship that a teacher builds with each child 
is the heart, the lifeblood and the barebones 
of learning. That’s one of the reasons I have 
spent years reading, researching and observ¬ 
ing great teachers in their labs, that is, their 
classrooms. Like most magic, great teaching 
is also no rocket science. Teachers are like 
prisms, waiting to catch the light and make 
splendid rainbows. Yes, the most important 
element is catching the light. Every child car¬ 
ries this light but somehow it gets overlooked, 
pushed aside or dimmed out. 

We need a call to action not against teach¬ 
ers or schools but against the culture of sham¬ 
ing that seeps in and damages so many lives. 
There is nothing like a good teacher or a bad 
teacher - it all comes down to whether the 
teacher has the courage to stand up to the cul¬ 
ture of shame and give the message ofWOW: 

W: You are Worthy as you are now! I will 
not define your worth by your marks, abili¬ 
ties or background. 

0: You are Original! I will value your 
uniqueness, what makes you ‘you’ and not 
compare you to others. 

W: You are Welcome ! I will accept you 
as you are, I will not shame you and will 
make sure I give you an emotionally safe 
space to grow. 

The core thing in WOW is: “no matter 
what”, you are worthy, you are original and 
you are welcome - no matter what your 
gender, ability, marks, sexuality, looks or 
background. 

This Teachers’ Day, let’s commit to prac¬ 
tising courage with “WOW, no matter what” 
so that together we can build a world where 
no child is left invisible. 

(Dr Shelja Sen is therapist, writer and 
co-founder of Children First, a child & 
adolescent mental health institute) 

write to shelja.sen@childrenfirstindia.com 


DIET DIARY 


Offices should have 
fewer snacks, offer 
healthier alternatives 




BY ISHI KHOSLA 


POOR DIET is responsible for more deaths 
globally than tobacco, high blood pres¬ 
sure, or any other health risk, according 
to a new scientific study; yet we often 
don't pay attention to what we eat, when 
we eat and how we eat. Keeping in mind 
the fact that most busy professionals are 
devoting more than half of their waking 
hours to work - be it office, outside or 
even at home, expecting them to be 
mindful of what they eat is a tall order. 

Not only are they multi-tasking but 
they are perpetually stressed and fueled 
by an adrenaline rush. And in such a state, 
nothing is more comforting than food. 
Emotional eating is often the result of this 
kind of work pressure. No matter how 
much information one has, it takes a lot 
for any busy person to manage their food. 
Either they forget to eat or they binge on 
high-carbohydrate and high-fat foods. 

More often, these are foods which 
have addictive properties, containing caf¬ 
feine, sugar and wheat. Most processed 
foods are designed chemically to make 
them addictive. The caffeine high and 
sugar msh are so familiar. 


The obvious consequences range 
from weight gain and belly fat to diges¬ 
tive disorders and skin issues like acne, 
hair fall and dandmff. Eventually these 
disorders take the shape of diseases like 
thyroid disorders, diabetes, high blood 
pressure, joint pains and deficiency disor¬ 
ders including anaemia and osteoporo¬ 
sis, to name a few. 

There is no point in simply saying NO. 
We cannot give people only information 
about foods or ask them to be mindful 
when the environment is not controlled. 
Healthy eating at work has to be a holis¬ 
tic approach, else we add another burden 
on already stressed minds. 

Non-compliance to dietary wisdom 
will make them feel like failures and rid¬ 
den with guilt. So, we need to have a 
workplace which provides or serves 
healthier alternatives, such as salads, 
fruits .vegetables, nuts, seeds, soups, etc. 

We need to restrict serving deep-fried 
snacks like samosas and trans-fat laden 
biscuits in meetings and instead serve 
nuts, seeds and roasted snacks. 

In lieu of sweetened beverages, work¬ 
places must serve infusion teas and op¬ 
tions of unsweetened teas and coffees. 
Employers need to take responsibility to 
make the workplace safer and healthier. 
Food safety is closely related to people’s 
lives, health and economic development 
as a healthy nation is a wealthy nation. 

Author is a clinical nutritionist and 
founder of www.theweightmonitor.com 
and Whole Foods India 


Wide awake at 3 am? Do not 

look at your phone 

Try these simple tactics to help you fall back to sleep and stay there 



sive. The same goes for light streaming in Adjust tt!6 temperature they should be calm. 


Gettylmages 


JOANNECHEN 


THE ONLY thing worse than feeling completely 
wired at 11 pm, when you are ready for sleep, 
is being stark awake at 3 am. Blissfully passing 
out at an appropriate bedtime is cold comfort 
when the brain wakes up too soon and refuses 
to take advantage of those eight full hours. I 
toss and turn and scmnch up my pillow every 
which way, exasperated and fixated on the im¬ 
pending doom of the alarm clock set to go off 
at 6 am. 

About half of all insomnia sufferers experi¬ 
ence this middle-of-the-night “sleep-mainte¬ 
nance” insomnia, either by itself or along with 
the “sleep-onset” sort, trouble falling asleep in 
the first place, said Jennifer Martin, PhD, a pro- 
fessor of medicine at the University of 
California at Los Angeles. 

If, after 20 minutes, you’re still up, the 
American Academy of Sleep Medicine recom¬ 
mends stepping out of the bedroom and do¬ 
ing some reading or other quiet activity. 

But I didn’t realise that it’s actually a last- 
resort tactic. “Get up only when you’re so up¬ 
set you can’t fall asleep anyway,” said Dr 
Martin, an insomnia specialist. In fact, some of 
the best first-line strategies are pursued (more 
or less) lying down. The next time you find 
yourself staring at the ceiling at 3 am, try these 
six things: 

Remain in bed 

For you to fall asleep, your heart rate needs 
to slow down, said Michael Breus, PhD, a Los 
Angeles area clinical sleep psychologist. But 
when you get up, you elevate it. So my impulse 
to use the bathroom just because I am awake 
only makes matters worse. “Do that only if you 
need to,” said Breus. 

And skip the middle-of-the-night snack, 
unless you have diabetes or low blood sugar. 
To prevent untimely internal wake-up calls, 
keep hydrated during the day so thatyou don’t 
drink and fill your bladder before bed. Don’t 
eat too little or too much for dinner, and keep 
it balanced, complete with protein and fiber, 
both of which help sustain blood sugar levels 
until morning. Most important, avoid alcohol 
in the evening—although it may make you fall 
asleep faster, it also disrupts your sleep later. 

Stay in the dark 

When you can’t sleep, LED indicator lights 
on, say, printers and cable boxes can feel intru- 


through cracks in the curtain. 

“They are point sources of light that your 
eyes are drawn to, and that can keep you up,” 
said John Hanifin, PhD, an assistant professor 
at Thomas Jefferson University in Philadelphia 
who studies circadian rhythms, the brain’s in¬ 
ternal sleep/wake cycle. 

Dr Hanifin covers indicator lights with 
black electrical tape and wears a sleep mask. 
Of course, avoid scrolling through your 
smartphone and turning on the lights. If 
light outside your window consistently 
keeps you up, it may be worthwhile to in¬ 
stall blackout shades. 

Block out noise 

For you to fall asleep, your soundscape 
doesn’t have to be completely silent, but it does 
need to be monotonous, which signals the 
brain that it’s safe to sleep. That’s why rattling 
radiators and dripping faucets keep you up 
even if you hardly notice them during the day. 

Some people like to sleep with a fan run¬ 
ning. If you have a white noise machine (or an 
app) for bedtime, turn it on. 


Another part of the sleep equation is skin 
temperature. “A cool core and comfortably 
warm skin is best for sleep,” said Roy Raymann, 
PhD, vice president of sleep science at 
SleepScore Labs. You cool your core by breath¬ 
ing in the cool bedroom air; you warm your 
skin with bedding and PJs. 

Socks can also help, said Dr Raymann, who 
has published research on the phenomenon 
in the journal Physiology & Behavior. Feet have 
lots of temperature sensors: When they’re 
warm, that information gets transmitted to the 
brain areas involved in both sleep and ther¬ 
moregulation to help you doze off. In a small 
study published in thejoumal of Physiological 
Anthropology, subjects with socks took half as 
long as those without socks to fall asleep. 

Quiet your mind 

Ruminating about past events or worry¬ 
ing excessively can cause a surge in stress-re¬ 
lated chemicals, which in turn sparks a rise 
in heart rate and core temperature. It also 
charges up the regions of the brain responsi¬ 
ble for memory and emotion at a time when 


Give relaxation techniques (deep breath¬ 
ing, meditation, mindfulness exercises) a try. 
“What works is personal preference,” said Dr. 
Raymann, who also suggests doing simple 
math problems in your head or imagining all 
the things that come in, say, green. “The point 
is to keep your brain busy with something that 
doesn’t require effort or trigger emotional re¬ 
sponses.” 

Think positive 

If your wake-up time is 6.30 am, and the 
clock reads 3 am, don’t think, Oh no! I have only 
three hours left! Negativity only sets off a stress 
response that keeps you up. Instead, say, Oh 
great! I have three more hours to sleep! 

“It sounds hokey, but it works,” said Dr 
Breus. Also remind yourself that even if you’ve 
slept less than you’d like, plenty of people do 
just fine with less sleep on any given day, and 
you will too. But if insomnia strikes more than 
three times a week for more than three 
months, and it affects your quality of life, find 
a sleep specialist who can help identify the root 
cause and customise a plan for you. NYT 


SHORT COURSE 


[0-20 YEARS] 

Warm weather tied to lower blood pressure 


KIDS WHO grow up in warmer climates and 
in walkable neighbourhoods may have 
lower blood pressure than those who live 
where it’s cooler and people drive 
everywhere, a new European study 
suggests. Researchers examined 
data on 1,277 mother-child pairs to 
see how exposures to outdoor fac¬ 
tors like air pollution and weather, 
chemicals like pesticides and metals, and 
lifestyle factors like diet and exercise im¬ 
pacted blood pressure in children age 6 to 
11 years old. “Our results show that, starting 
in the fetal stage, where we live, the food we 

epaper indiane>^Rss. com 


eat, the air we breathe and the chemical 
compounds that reach our bodies can affect 
blood pressure before adolescence,” said a 
researcher. “This is important be¬ 
cause evidence shows that children 
with high blood pressure are more 
likely to be hypertensive as adults". 
Exposure to negative lifestyle fac¬ 
tors in pregnancy, such as obesity, 
physical inactivity and poor diet have long 
been established as heart disease risk fac¬ 
tors for mothers, researchers note in the 
Journal of the American College of Cardiology. 

REUTERS 




[20-50 YEARS] 

Soft drinks may raise the risk of early death 


CONSUMPTION OF soft drinks, whether they 
are sweetened with sugar or artificial sweet¬ 
eners, may raise the risk of premature death, 
new research suggests. In a study 
that followed more than 400,000 
adults for more than 16 years, the 
risk of premature death was height¬ 
ened in those who consumed two 
or more glasses per day of soft 
drinks, according to the report published in 
JAMA Internal Medicine. “Our results for 
sugar-sweetened soft drinks provide further 
support to limit consumption and to replace 
them with other healthier beverages, prefer¬ 



ably water,” said a researcher. “For artificially 
sweetened soft drinks, we now need a better 
understanding of the mechanisms that may 
underlie this association and re¬ 
search such as ours will hopefully 
i stimulate these efforts.” The new 
findings don’t mean that soft drinks 
cause early death, because “in these 
types of studies (observational epi¬ 
demiology) there are other factors which 
may be behind the association we observed,” 
said the researcher. “For instance, high soft 
drink consumption may be a marker of over¬ 
all unhealthy diet.” REUTERS 


[50+YEARS] 

Even a little exercise linked to a longer life 


PEOPLE WHO get even a small amount of ex¬ 
ercise may be less likely to die prematurely 
than their more sedentary counterparts, a 
research review suggests. 
Researchers examined data from 10 
previously published studies that 
used accelerometers that track 
movement to measure the exact 
amount of active and sedentary time 
spent by more than 36,000 older adults. After 
an average follow-up period of 6.7 years, a 
total of 2,149 people died, or about 6 per cent 
of the participants. Compared to people who 
got virtually no exercise, people who got the 



most physical activity were 73 per cent less 
likely to die during the study, regardless of 
how intensely they worked out. With even a 
little exercise, people were 52 per 
cent less like to die. When re¬ 
searchers looked only at people who 
did light workouts, they again found 
that even a little bit of low-intensity 
exercise was associated with a 40 
per cent lower risk of death during the study 
compared with doing nothing at all. People 
who got the most light-intensity exercise 
were 62 per cent less likely to die. 

REUTERS 
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DVD & Blu-ray 
SACHIN: A BILLION DREAMS 

★ ★★★ 

L195/- 


CHHICHHORE id 

Director: Nitesh Tiwari Cast: Sushant Singh Rajput, Shraddha Kapoor, Varun Sharma, Prateik, Naveen Polishetty, Tushar Pandey 

Losing the Plot 



SHALINILANGER 


WITH A very confused idea about who is a 
‘Loser’ or what it means to be one, and a very 
fixed, ‘3 Idiots’, template on making a crowd¬ 
pleasing college-life film, director/co-writer 
Nitesh Tiwari follows up on his super-suc¬ 
cessful Dangal with a disappointingly aver¬ 
age Chhichhore. 

Once upon a time there were four—no, 
five; no, no six—collegemates, and a girl. There 
appear to be several reasons why the six were 
dubbed Losers by the cool gang, but it tran¬ 
spires late, quite late, in the film that it is be¬ 
cause their hostel has consistently lost a col¬ 
lege championship year on year for 15 years. 


You know how that goes, of course. What 
you won’t know is how the aforementioned 
hostel, H4, in one of India’s most prestigious 
engineering colleges, goes about doing the 
winning. Usually films with a message about 
winning/losing, and winners/losers —to un¬ 
derline that all it matters is trying — draw the 
line somewhere. Not here. 

Still, much as it may be difficult to swal¬ 
low the whole lot of these very grown-up 
men as fresh-out-of-school greenhorns, how 
the film hangs the whole story is worse. The 
lessons about winning/losing are imparted 
against the backdrop of a boy struggling be¬ 
tween life and death, after having failed an 
engineering entrance exam. 

The plot is cruelly manipulative, besides 


being narrationally uneven, as hospital and 
hostel jostle for space while the film inter¬ 
changes between present and past. The six 
friends don receding hairlines and greying 
beards to indicate the passage of years. When 
the film is on hostel territory, there are still 
some occasional laughs, usually along the 
well-trod lines of love, sex, dhokha and daaru. 

Rajput (playing hotshot executive 
Aniruddh), a dependable actor otherwise, 
cringingly struggles here both as a college 
student and a grieving father. As his ex-col- 
lege mate and now former wife, Kapoor 
(playing Maya), has only so much to do. After 
donning pleated skirts all through college, 
she moves on to exquisite cottons in mother¬ 
hood and hospital. But her role remains the 


same, of a placid eager cheerer as the boys 
have all the fun. Prateik, meanwhile, is 
wasted in the role of the college’s cool dude 
and bully. 

Interestingly, in the beginning, the fact of 
Aniruddh and Maya’s divorce is treated with 
a lightness missing in most of Bollywood. The 
development has left no lasting scares on ei¬ 
ther the two of them or their teenage son. It 
is also a brave decision to have the son 
living with Aniruddh, with Maya having 
given up custody. 

Now, exploring that strand alone may 
have lent itself to a better film — about 
choices and the definition of winning. 


shalini.langer@expressindia.com 



IT CHAPTER TWO 
id 

Director: Andy Muschietti 

Cast: Jessica Chastain, James McAvoy, 

Bill Hader, Isaiah Mustafa, Jay Ryan, James 
Ransone, Bill Skarsgard 

IN FILM world, it has been 27 years since six 
children fought back a scary clown in the 
small town of Derry in the US. In our world, 
it’s just about two years 
since the first IT, from 
Stephen King’s quill, did 
roaring business. The sec¬ 
ond may be a better expla¬ 
nation for why we need to 
revisit that pasty-white 
ghost with a sneering smile, 
just ahead of Joaquin 
Phoenix’s much-anticipated 
The Joker hits theatres. 

Never mind the reason, 

IT Chapter Two, also taking 
off from the King bestseller, is completely 
unnecessary. Repeating the same scares, 
falling back on the same people, taking re¬ 
course even to extended flashbacks of the 
six as children, it advertises its own super¬ 
fluousness. As the horror trick tropes pile 
on and Native American lores are invoked, 


and the film stretches into a painful three 
hours, you wonder what got actors like 
Chastain 

and McAvoy to attach themselves to this 
material. King himself lends a shoulder 
with a cameo. 

In the 2017 IT, what worked the best 
was that it were children, mostly quite 
wonderful in their roles, who were in 
harm’s way. It’s not as easy to empathise 
with middle-aged people, who are not as 
nice in their older avatars, 
like any of us. Chastain has 
the heaviest burden of tak¬ 
ing on from Sophia Lillis as 
Beverley, the scared but re¬ 
markably brave girl who 
was the heart of IT. Chapter 
Two has no one to breathe 
life into it. 

McAvoy plays Bill, 
Beverley’s confidant and 
conscience keeper from 
childhood. As a successful 
writer of horror tales which make it to 
films, the older Bill is clearly a man after 
Stephen King’s heart. Bill also keeps get¬ 
ting told in the film about how the end¬ 
ings of his stories don’t work. As Chapter 
Two drags on well past its welcome, one 
wishes someone had paid heed. SL 


Never mind the 
reason, IT Chapter 
Two, also taking 
off from the King 
bestseller is 
completely 
unnecessary 


Stories in a Song 


LINDA RONSTADT: THE SOUND 
OF MY VOICE (Documentary) 

Director: Rob Epstein, Jeffrey Friedman 
Cast: Linda Ronstadt, Bonnie Raitt, Dolly 
Parton, Emmylou Harris, Jackson Browne 

Running Time:lh 35m 


AOSCOTT 


IF YOU were listening to the radio in the 
mid-1970s—AM or FM; pop, country, R&B 
or AOR — at some point you were proba¬ 
bly listening to Linda Ronstadt. 

Kids these days, with their curated 
playlists and SoundCloud streams, may not 
understand what it was like back then. A 
lot of music was never heard on the radio at 
all, while certain songs and artists made up 
a communal soundtrack that transcended 
genre and individual taste. Maybe you 
thought Ronstadt’s chart-topping cover of 
You’re No Good wasn’t all that great, but its 
organ riff and declamatory choms probably 
settled into your ears anyway, and more 
than 40 years later you’re likely to remem¬ 
ber it as a classic. 

In Linda Ronstadt: The Sound of My Voice, 
a new documentary by Rob Epstein and 
Jeffrey Friedman, someone uses the word 
“auteur” to describe Ronstadt’s relation¬ 
ship to her material, and it doesn’t seem 
exaggerated. Her versions of songs by 
Warren Zevon, Lowell George and Kate and 
Anna McGarrigle (to name just a few) still 
sound definitive. 

Epstein and Friedman, whose other 
films include The Celluloid Closet and 
Lovelace, trace Ronstadt’s career in the stan¬ 
dard music-doc manner. The singer her¬ 
self, who is 73 and has Parkinson’s disease, 
appears on camera mostly at the beginning 
and the end, and narrates the story 
of her early years and her rise to fame in 
voice-over. 

Her account is fleshed out by remem¬ 
brances from friends and colleagues — 
enough to fill a Southern California wing of 
the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame. There’s 
Jackson Browne, Emmylou Harris, David 
Geffen, Dolly Parton, Bonnie Raitt and a 
couple of Eagles. (That group was formed 
by members of Ronstadt’s touring band.) 
That’s just a partial list, and they all pay trib¬ 
ute to Ronstadt’s talent, taste and decency. 

Concert footage and old television in¬ 
terviews confirm their judgment. Ronstadt 
had a voice tender enough to beguile audi¬ 
ences in small clubs and mighty enough to 
shake the rafters of big arenas. Her 
charisma was tough, charming and sexy, 
combining various feminine pop archetypes 
without quite conforming to any of them. 

In a clip from the ’70s, she walks along 
the beach near her Malibu home, succinctly 
analysing the self-destructive arrogance of 
the era’s male-dominated rock-n-roll cul¬ 
ture. The political intelligence and matter- 
of-fact feminism that emerge in this por¬ 



trait are among its most intriguing aspects. 
Her cleareyed, down-to-earth thoughts on 
her profession, her family and American 
culture (musical and otherwise) make her 
someone you want to know better. 

But The Sound of My Voice isn’t a tell-all, 
‘behind-the-music-style’ production. 
Ronstadt’s personal life is addressed cir¬ 
cumspectly. The singer-songwriter J D 
Souther airs some nostalgic not-too-dirty 
laundry, and the story of Ronstadt’s relation- 
ship with the California Governor Jerry 
Brown receives some attention. (She’s shown 
singing My Boyfriend’s Back at a campaign 
fund-raiser.) A politician dating a rock star! 
It seemed pretty wild at the time. 

But nothing in the movie gets too wild. 
Compared to some of other recent movies 
about baby boomer musicians— Bohemian 
Rhapsody, Rocket Man, David Crosby: 
Remember My Name — The Sound of My 
Voice goes easy on the sex and drugs. And 
there’s more to the story than just rock ’n’ 
roll. Part of what secures Ronstadt’s place in 
the pantheon of great 20th-century 
American vocalists is her eclecticism. 
Starting out in the ’60s at the crossroads of 
folk and rock, she adapted her style to the 
major pop trends of the next decade and a 
half, from country-rock to NewWave. 

And then she released three albums of 
songbook standards with the Nelson 
Riddle orchestra. She appeared in Gilbert 
and Sullivan’s The Pirates of Penzance on¬ 
stage and at the movies. In 1987 she re¬ 
leased Canciones de mi Padre, an album of 
traditional Mexican songs that explored a 
family heritage many of her earliest fans 
and collaborators never knew she had. 

Ronstadt grew up in Tucson, Ariz., her 
father’s hometown. He was of Mexican and 
German ancestry. Ronstadt’s mother was 
from Michigan. Ronstadt’s work, and her 
words in this film, testify to the multicul¬ 
tural, cross-pollinating vitality of American 
vernacular music. She shows herself to be 
one of its indispensable interpreters, as a 
vocalist and also as a thinker — covering a 
sprawling landscape with elegance, pas¬ 
sion and insight. 

NYT 
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Heart of Darkness 



UNTOUCHABLE (Documentary) 

Director: Ursula Macfarlane 
Cast: Rosanna Arquette, Hope Exiner 
D’Amore, Paz de la Huerta, Caitlin Dulany, 
Ronan Farrow 

Running Time:l h 38m 

HELEN T.VERONGOS 


ONE BY ONE, the women suffer for us. Pinned 
by the camera as if they were butterflies, they 
retell their stories. The narratives share a 
thread: A hopeful younger self just breaking 
into show business meets a big-name 
moviemaker, and the encounter devolves into 
threats, exhibitionism, unwanted physical 
contact or violence. Fighting back tears or 
shaking with anger, they talk about being 
trapped, disgusted, about freezing up, dissoci¬ 
ating, hearing their career prospects are dead. 
When they speak, we squirm in sympathy. 

They are a handful of the accusers of 
Harvey Weinstein, who is to be tried in 


January on charges of rape and other sex 
crimes in what will probably be the next mo¬ 
ment of reckoning in the #MeToo move¬ 
ment. (Weinstein denies having ever had 
nonconsensual sex.) 

Untouchable, a documentary by Ursula 
Macfarlane, now streaming on Hulu, credibly 
reviews the revelations thus far and effec¬ 
tively pieces together the words of the ac¬ 
cusers, former Weinstein employees and the 
journalists who brought the story to light. 
Notably, Macfarlane presents the recorded 
voice of a cornered-sounding Weinstein 
pleading with a woman, and a series of voice 
mail messages he left in connection with one 
encounter that ended in a settlement and 
nondisclosure agreement. 

Male employees also acknowledge his 
flamethrower temper. One calls Harvey 
Weinstein an “equal opportunity abuser,” 
while another says he has dodged missiles 
his boss hurled, including a five-pound mar¬ 
ble ashtray. 

The ultimate documentary on the sub¬ 


ject — if one film can encompass it all — will 
be deep and sweeping. It will offer nuanced 
insights into women’s struggles with a man 
who could snap them in two professionally, 
and perhaps physically. It will examine the 
pathology of power in the service of self-grat¬ 
ification and self-protection — from the law 
and from accountability. 


At this point, as the film rightly notes, the 
problem is not over. The #MeToo movement 
is too new for us to know if it will bring last¬ 
ing change. But for now, we have 
Untouchable, a respectable and all-too-real 
introduction to a chilling chapter of a 
Hollywood horror story. 

NYT 


BREAKING DOWN NEWS 


Say What? 

The Brexit silly season is producing a fine 
harvest, a pleasant change from our own 
parliamentary television 



by Pratik Kanjilal 


BYTHE time you read this, the news would 
have been flooded by coverage of the 
Chandrayaan 2 moon landing, and ISRO’s 
“15 terrifying minutes” during the final se¬ 
quence. The moon mission has been mak¬ 
ing progress and news through the week. 
On Monday, the Vikram lander separated 
from the main craft and took on an 
independent orbit of the moon. On Friday, 
it completed the fourth lunar orbit ma¬ 
noeuvre, in preparation of the final descent. 
And in the meantime, back on the home 
planet, parliamentary affairs just gave and 
gave, in terms of drama and entertainment. 

Never before, perhaps, has the UK 
Parliament echoed with unparliamentary 
terms like “towel head... from Bongo 
Bongo land”. In an impassioned speech 
about intolerance within the House, 
Tanmanjeet Singh Dhesi, Labour MP rep¬ 
resenting Slough, spoke of politicians of 
ethnic origin in the UK being able to feel 
the pain of burqa-clad women being de¬ 
scribed as “letter boxes” and“bank 
robbers”. “So rather than hide behind sham 
and whitewash investigations, when will 
the Prime Minister finally apologise for his 
derogatory and racist remarks? Racist re¬ 
marks which have led to a spike in hate 
crime.” He demanded a probe into 


Islamophobia within the Conservative party. 

Dhesi’s intervention has drawn as much 
attention as the violent protests outside the 
Indian embassy in London over the gagging 
of Kashmir, at a time when Boris Johnson 
was being excoriated by Jeremy Corbyn 
over his “mystery” Brexit plan and de¬ 
manding fresh elections, 
and shortly before his 
brother resigned from par¬ 
liament citing a conflict be¬ 
tween family interest and 
national interest. The British 
parliament has been noted 
for its rhetoric and humour 
at least from the fabled skir¬ 
mishes between Winston 
Churchill and Lady Astor, 
and the Brexit silly season is 
producing a fine harvest. It’s 
a pleasant change from our 
own parliamentary television, now domi¬ 
nated by politicians who are incredibly 
touchy, and whose sense of humour, when 
it is in evidence at all, is often crude. The UK 
parliament heard this sentence this week: 
“This isn’t a government. This is a racket.” If 
the Indian Parliament could tolerate that 
sort of thing, ratings of its channels would 
lead the market. 


If brevity is the soul of wit, P 
Chidambaram is on the ball. In a clip just 
17 seconds long, he is seen being asked by 
a reporter about his 15 days in custody. 
“Five per cent. What is five per cent? Don’t 
you remember five per cent?” he replied 
as he was led away. The three-liner referred 
to the grim GDP figures, and 
amounted to god-tier of¬ 
fline trolling. The coverage 
that followed in the 
evening, as he was taken 
away to Tihar Jail, wasn’t a 
patch on his parting shot. 
The usual, dreary details of 
his diet and his accommo¬ 
dation. Tales of dal-roti- 
sabzi are no match for GDP 
trolling. Especially at a time 
when, on average, the 
Sensex falls by over 350 
points per press conference held by the fi¬ 
nance minister. 

For classic online trolling, please see a 
video which has surfaced from the bowels 
of the Prasar Bharati archive, in which 
Subramanian Swamy is interviewed by 
Vinod Dua. It contains embedded evidence 
of its vintage quality - both gentlemen have 
a respectable head of hair. And Swamy dis¬ 


misses the BJP as a party with a very small 
dream - the removal of Muslims from the 
game-board: “The problem with the BJP’s 
definition of nationalism is that it’s totally 
negative. It is defined in terms of how much 
the Muslims lose.” He points out that while 
the BJP focuses in Article 370, it has nothing 
to say on Article 371, which applies to the 
Northeast and “says the same thing, but 
they’ll never talk about that... They talk 
about Ram Mandir, but never about 
Kailash-Mansarovar, which is even more 
pavitra for us... No constructive pro¬ 
gramme, but only how the Muslims can be 
brought down.” Who knows what could 
emerge if researchers really had a go at the 
Prasar Bharati archives? 

The merger of 10 banks into four to de¬ 
stress them has brought forth a rash of 
merger jokes, and the WhatsApp forward 
of the day suggests the merger of Zee News, 
Republic TV, Times Now, India TV and 
Sudarshan TV onto a single transponder, to 
reduce audience distress. If that happened, 
perhaps there would be no airtime for 
drivel like the holocaust survival guide of¬ 
fered by Zee News. Almost all the tips are 
hilarious. One, don’t look directly at the site 
of a nuclear explosion, or you could go 
blind. Would it matter, since you would 
also be dead, and possibly vapourised? 
Two, take shelter in a sturdy building. Why, 
so that you can be automagically buried? 
Three, take a bath instantly to wash off ra¬ 
dioactive dust. Well, some logic there, but 
it presumes that you would be capable of 
rational action. And that, in the midst of a 
nuclear holocaust, you would recall the ad¬ 
vice of Zee’s friendly survivalists. 


pratik.kanjilal@expressindia.com 


The British 
parliament has been 
noted for its rhetoric 
and humour at least 
from the fabled 
skirmishes between 
Winston Churchill 
and Lady Astor 
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19 Books 


JTMjljJ Margaret Atwoods unpublished novel The Testaments — the 

sequel to her 1985 dystopian novel The Handmaid ! s Tale — is 
Jfl' among award favourites this season. Apart from making it to 

the Booker Prize shortlist, the novel, to be released globally 
on September 10, has also made it to this years C$100,000 
Giller Prize longlist, Canadas top literary award for fiction. 


A Very Long Journey 

Salman Rushdie’s Booker Prize-shortlisted new novel concerns the interpenetrability of reality and 

fiction in the era of true lies. But it sure takes its time getting to the point 




QUICH0TTE 
SALMAN RUSHDIE 
Penguin 
390 pages 
T699 


PRATIKKANJILAL 


SALMAN RUSHDIE’s new novel reached the 
Booker shortlist this week, though English 
and American critics have more or less closed 
ranks to pan it as his worst ever. They are mis¬ 
taken, of course. Parts of it are excellent, as in 
the observation that the broken families 
which people the book offer the most accu¬ 
rate lens through which to see our fractured 
times. Or where a victim of trolling thinks: 
“Character, narrative, history, were all dead. 
Only the flat caricature of the present re¬ 
mained, and that was what one was judged 
by.” It is a novel of the times, and for the times: 
the “age of kangaroo courts of instant opin¬ 
ion”, of a wilful and fabulist American presi¬ 
dent who golfs, of trigger-happy anti-immi¬ 
grant sentiment, of Brexit atavism in the UK, 
and of a man named Sad-Faced Older Painter, 
who is hounded out of India. It is a picaresque 
novel (Quichotte is Don Quixote, via opera), 
concerning a 70-year-old travelling salesman 
(debt to Arthur Miller acknowledged) who 
has suffered an “Internal Event” of a vascular 
nature, acquired a dragging leg, lost parts of 
his memory, surrendered reality in favour of 
cable TV binge-watched in motel rooms, and 
conjured up an imaginary teenaged son 
named Sancho. Together, the two set out 
across America in a gunmetal Chevy Cruze 
in search of the salesman’s love fixation, an 
Indian-AmericanTV star named Salma. 

But Quichotte appears in an age when 
everyone is on the move, and the picaro is 
no longer the man who strikes out and 
stands apart. Now, someone who stubbornly 
sits still, perchance under a Bodhi tree, would 
be deemed to be unusual and insightful. 
Maybe Rushdie chose the form because, as 
Joseph Campbell noted, journey stories jack 
into the collective unconscious and are eas¬ 
ier to tell. But Quichotte' s trail is muddied by 
a multiplicity of back stories reaching back to 
Mumbai neighbourhoods and Notting Hill, 
apart from numerous American locations. 
All of this is encapsulated within a frame tale 
whose border with the core tale is so porous 
that if it were on a geographical map, it 
would be the illegal migrant’s delight. While 
Sancho is a product of the fictional 
Quichotte’s imagination, Quichotte is the 
product of a real, narcissistic, paranoid and 


counterphobic B-grade spy fiction writer 
identified as Brother ( nom de plume Sam 
DuChamp). And Salma, the goal of the fic¬ 
tional Quichotte’s journey, is a real film and 
TV star who gains fame playing the CIA chief 
in a web series based on Brother’s books, and 
is pursued by the fictional Quichotte. 

Rushdie’s theme is the interpenetrabil¬ 
ity of reality and fiction in our uncertain 
times, in which the line between truth and 
falsehood has been wilfully blurred by a new 
kind of politics, made possible by a new 
medium. Or, perhaps, it is the oldest politics, 
and the beast had only lurked impatiently 
under the veneer of modernity and liberal¬ 
ism, waiting for a new medium to give it 
voice. “Anything can happen,” thinks 
Sancho. “Here can be there, then can be now, 
up can be down... I’m beginning to under¬ 
stand why people get religion. Just to have 
something solid that doesn’t change into a 
slippery snake without a word of warning.” 

The new medium is the internet, which 
made convergence possible, turning dis¬ 
crete information streams into a deluge of 
digital pap where formal media and social 
media, truth and lies, dreams and night¬ 
mares, flow down the same pipe, and no 
perceptible difference remains between 
them. Quichotte is the work of a writer who 
has consumed too much, like Quichotte 
himself. In the course of three pages, Sancho 
examines his father through about a dozen 
cultural lenses — Jules Verne, Edgar Rice 
Burroughs, Ray Bradbury, Kurt Vonnegut, 
Arthur C Clarke, the Arthurian cycle, O 
Soglow, Jason aboard the Argo, Super Mario 
Brothers, Farid-ud-din Attar and Dante. 
Elsewhere, there are references to Paul 
Simon’s Graceland, Hitchcock, L Sprague de 
Camp, Guccifer 2.0, Terminator, Elon Musk, 
phone phreaking, Anonymous, the Legion 
of Doom and a whole section on the 
American right, residents of the town of 
Berenger who have transmogrified into 
mastodons (Eugene Ionescu is duly cred¬ 
ited). The reference range here is roughly 
from Lester Del Rey to Lana Del Rey. 

In The Trotter Nama, I Allan Sealy had writ¬ 
ten of a confection so rich that it could not be 
eaten. “It could only be embezzled.” In 
Quichotte, the density of allusions to popular 
and high culture — and memes from inter¬ 
net culture and streaming video — is high 
enough to give the reader intellectual hyper- 


glycaemia. Over 40 different registers of snor¬ 
ing are catalogued at one point, and the de¬ 
but of a character with a moustache imme¬ 
diately calls forth references to both 
Rumpelstiltskin and Yosemite Sam. But 
Rushdie has always laid it on thick. On the 
first page of Midnight’s Children, Saleem Sinai 


was supplied with six different aliases. On 
the second, he declared: “I have been a swal¬ 
lower of lives; and to know me, just the one 
of me, you’ll have to swallow the lot as well. 
Consumed multitudes are jostling and shov¬ 
ing inside me...” 

But there is a difference. Saleem Sinai’s 
journey was of subcontinental and historic 
scale, while Quichotte only drives a Chevrolet 
in search of love. Too much icing on a very 
simple cake can offend the senses, and read¬ 
ers will find themselves speeding impatiently 
through tediously elaborate sections of the 
novel. They might miss minor plot elements, 
but would eventually find that it doesn’t mat¬ 
ter. Like Shalimar the Clown, Quichotte is writ¬ 
ten satisfactorily lean towards the end, where 
all illusions collapse into reality, like 
Schrodinger’s cat. Here, though, Schrodinger 
is a teleporting dog on a long leash. 

So, is this Rushdie’s worst novel, as adver¬ 
tised in the Western press? Of course not. 
Fury holds unassailable claim to that dishon¬ 
our. Then, is this the one modem retelling of 
Cervantes that you must read? Again, no. 
Contemporary picaresque literature may 
never produce an image more memorable 
than Graham Greene’s parish priest 
Monsignor Quixote, perplexingly elevated by 
the Pope, driving his Seat 600 in search of his 
fictitious ancestor, with the Sierra de 
Guadarrama shimmering in the distance. 



(Top) Don Quixote by Honore Daumier (1868); Salman Rushdie Express Archive 


Keep Calm and Humour On 


With nostalgic 
reminiscences and juicy 
anecdotes, Berjis Desai 
holds up a mirror to the 
feisty Parsi community 

COOMI KAPOOR 

AS A faithful chronicler of his community, 
Berjis Desai’s name is familiar to most Parsis. 
His articles, laced with subtle wit, wisdom 
and affection, offer deep insight into 
Parsipanu, the Parsi way of life, which is rap¬ 
idly disappearing. Along with nostalgic rem¬ 
iniscences and juicy anecdotes bordering on 
the bawdy, Desai also introspects on where 
the community is heading today. There are 
stray but sly references to trustees of the 
Bombay Parsi Panchayat hurling chairs and 
tables at each other and the orthodox resort¬ 
ing to physical force to evict outsiders at¬ 
tempting to enter their closed club. 

Desai, a leading lawyer and former manag¬ 
ing partner at one of India’s major law firms, 
has diverse interests, including thorough¬ 
bred horse breeding and the study of 
Zoroastrianism and comparative religion. 
But apart from all his other activities, he is 
committed to holding up a mirror to his 
feisty community, replete with its idiosyn¬ 
crasies and distinctive mores. This book is a 
compilation of the pieces he penned for the 
respected English magazine Parsiana, the 
house journal of the community, between 

epaper , ind-iane>^»ss. com 


2014 and 2017. 

Several of Desai’s allusions will come as 
an eye opener to non-Parsis, even those who 
live in Mumbai and claim to know the com¬ 
munity well. For instance, frequent diners 
at Parsi restaurants, weddings and navjots 
may be familiar with such standard delica¬ 
cies as dhansak and lagan nu custard, but 
they are unlikely to have sampled the exotic 
fare which forms part of Parsi temple cui- 
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sine, such as malido papri, or Parsi rural cui¬ 
sine, robust and Spartan, where no part of 
a bird, animal or overripe fruit is wasted. 
Such magnificent dishes as oomberioo, 
(vegetables cooked overnight in a clay pot 
in the using a charcoal fire) aambakalyo 
(made of overripe mangoes and tons of 
sugar), sooka boomla no patio (dried 
Bombay duck), bhoojan (barbecued goat 
liver, kidneys and testicles) and garab (roe) 
are dishes which even I, as a Parsi, have 
tasted seldom in recent years. 

Desai wryly lumps the Parsis of Mumbai 
into two broad categories. He refers to the 
elite, tongue-in-cheek, as the NCPA Parsis, 
who religiously attend every Western mu¬ 
sic concert at the Tata-funded National 
Centre for Performing Arts and wince no¬ 
ticeably when anyone is crass enough to 
clap in the middle of a movement. Their 
tastes in culture and food tend to be highly 
Anglicised, and, usually, they do not appre¬ 
ciate Indian classical music. 

The hoi polloi he dubs as the “masoor 
paavs”, those who gobble their masoor dal 
with smelly cut onions and suck the mar¬ 
row from bones using their hands, rather 
than an elegant marrow spoon. Their mu¬ 
sical tastes tend to Asha Bhonsle and 
Kishore Kumar. Desai’s theory is that the so¬ 
cial divide in the community is related to 
when the family migrated to Mumbai from 
Gujarat. The early migrants were richer, 
spoke better English, went to the best 
English schools, had residences in the 
posher parts of the city and were connected 
to well-known business families. The later 
migrants took up professions and became 
doctors, lawyers, engineers and architects, 


or were employed by the big Parsi business 
houses like the Tatas and the Godrejes. 

The highly progressive community is 
known for its bonhomie and joie de vivre, 
graciousness, and fabled sense of humour. 
Parsi philanthropy is legendary. But not all 
Parsis are wealthy, as outsiders generally as¬ 
sume. There are Parsi farmers in far-flung 
villages in Gujarat living in debt and penury, 
the long-retired who have run out of sav¬ 
ings, but are too self-respecting to seek help, 
widows in sanatoria making do with one 
meal a day. The community’s many chari¬ 
ties do not always reach the deserving, 
though all Parsis have a natural instinct to 
try to look after their own. There is also, as 
Desai points out, a xenophobic streak — a 
strict closed-door policy towards non- 
Parsis in matters of religion and a gender 
bias against women who marry outside the 
faith. Nearly 31 per cent of the community 
is aged over 65, as compared to the national 
average of 7 per cent. The population in 
Mumbai is down to around 37,000. But 
Parsis generally aren’t bothered about be¬ 
ing dubbed a dying race. Their attitude, says 
Desai, is, “Why worry when you won’t even 
be there?” 

Desai takes digs at the eccentricities of 
his co-religionists, but without malice and 
with the fond familiarity of a fellow trav¬ 
eller. He jokes about the Parsi partiality for 
milky-white complexions; the domineer¬ 
ing Parsi alpha female who often ends up 
raising a Mama’s boy who doesn’t ever 
want to leave the maternal nest; the ob¬ 
sessive sense of hygiene; drawing rooms 
filled with enormous, ornate carved furni¬ 
ture, even if the family has lost all its for¬ 
tunes and is struggling to make ends meet. 
Swear words pepper every sentence, 
which are really terms of endearment. 
Indeed, life would be too drab without a 
dash of Parsi idiosyncracy. 



Written on the Body 

An intriguing debut novel on the connections 
between the cerebral and the physical 


POOJAPILLAI 


THE BODY MYTH is a novel full of potential. 
Reading it, one can almost see the ideas 
jostling each other in the writer’s head. 
Ideas about existentialism and sufism, 
questions about the connection between 
the mind and the body, and the ways in 
which we use intellectualism — books, con¬ 
versations, work — as a bulwark against the 
world with all its real and imagined threats 
to our internal stability. Names of philoso¬ 
phers and writers pop out at you as you read 
— Jean Paul Sartre, Albert Camus, Simone 
de Beauvoir, Aristotle, Doris Lessing — and 
you know that there is so much that the 
writer is trying to convey to you within the 
space of a novel. 

It’s not as if Rheea Mukherjee fails at this 
completely. There are frequent points at 
which an observation made by her narrator, 
Mira, startles you and you pause to fully ab¬ 
sorb the import of what you’ve just read. For 
example, somewhere towards the end of the 
book, at a point where Mira has surrendered 
herself to the stormy realities of her emo¬ 
tional life, she admits that she has forgotten 
who she was before. She no longer recalls, 
in the granularity of facts and figures, much 
of the knowledge that she had accumulated 
by way of propping up her notion of herself. 
“I could no longer recall inferences, contex¬ 
tual references, or pedagogy. Knowledge 
was no longer my anchor. Instead it was the 
simplicity of nothingness.” 

This would resonate with anyone who 
has sought distraction from the anxiety and 
pain of uncertainty by seeking firmer 
ground in the knowledge found in books or 
the illusion of conviviality that social media 
serves up. There are other parts in the book 
which reveal Mukherjee as an astute and 
compassionate observer of human nature. 
In the scene where Mira is asking her father 
some difficult questions about her long- 
dead mother, the writer has beautifully por¬ 
trayed the moment in which a parent stands 
revealed in all his vulnerability before his 
child: “Appa spent too much time telling me 
about this fight, leading me to wonder if it 
was just a white lie. The more details he 
went into, the more it seemed like a desper¬ 
ate cry for validation. I wanted to tell Appa 
that his younger self didn’t have to match 
the progressive mind of the present, but in¬ 
stead I just nodded my head, wanting him 
to go on.” 

There are many such moments, but un¬ 
fortunately, they do not always make up for 
the flaws in the storytelling. The elisions in 
the plot make it difficult to fully understand 
why we should be invested in Mira’s story 
in the first place. Recently widowed Mira 
is only just beginning to find herself on sta¬ 
ble ground when she meets Sara and Rahil, 
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an intriguing couple, of whom she is soon 
enamoured. Sara is fragile and suffering 
from a mysterious ailment, and Rahil’s 
world revolves around taking care of her. 
As the menage-a-trois progresses, we be¬ 
gin to catch glimpses of the secrets that lie 
beneath everyone’s carefully cultivated fa¬ 
cade — we understand that Sara may be 
faking her symptoms, and we begin to sus¬ 
pect that Rahil is simply playing along for 
his own reasons. 

Yet, despite all its promise, the novel fails 
to take off for the simple reason that we are 
not convincingly told how it is that Mira falls 
so deeply in love with this couple. We are 
left to guess that it is because her husband’s 
death has left her too vulnerable to resist. 
Then there’s that strange fruit rasagura 
which only grows in this fictitious city of 
Suryam. We’re treated to quite a bit of detail 
about this fruit and we are told how much 
pride the residents of Suryam take in this 
fruit that only thrives in their city’s micro¬ 
climate. There’s also one portion later in the 
book where some people are lynched be¬ 
cause they are accused of not treating the 
rasagura with enough respect. Reading this, 
one senses there’s a deeper reason for this 
fantastical fruit to find a place in an other¬ 
wise realistic novel, but what that deeper 
reason could be is hard to understand. 

And yet, it’s not possible to be entirely 
dismissive of this book. That Mukherjee has 
the writing chops is undeniable, as is the fact 
that she is brimming with the kind of big, 
philosophical questions that are often the 
driving force behind first-rate novels. The 
Body Myth leaves one dissatisfied but, at the 
same time, also curious about what the 
writer will produce next. 
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INDIRA BAI: THE TRIUMPH OF 
TRUTH AND VIRTUE 

GULVADI VENKATA RAO; Translated 
by VANAMALA VIS WANATHA & 
SHIVARAMA PADIKKAL 

Oxford 
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THE SIGNIFICANCE of reading Indira 
Bai — published in the 19th century 
and one of the earliest Kannada 
texts on social history and dealing 
with widow education and 
remarriage — in our times is to 
understand the evolution of the 
novel over the years as a literary 
genre. It also helps analyse the 
evolution of local cultures in the 
face of modernity, through a 
fictionalised account that takes you 
back in time. Of course, there is also 
the added advantage of scrutinising 
a social reform movement through 
its nascent stages, peering into a 
tiny plot of history, and feeling 
relieved at how far (relatively) we 
have come in the 21 st century. 

Indira Bai, written by Gulvadi 
Venkata Rao and translated into 
English by Vanamala Viswanatha 
and Shivarama Padikkal, is born to 
Bhima Raya and Amba Bai, well-off 
Saraswat Brahmins living in the 


the Past 

south Canara region in Karnataka. An 
ambitious Amba Bai instigates 
Bhima Raya to covertly murder his 
assistant, Sundara Raya, for 
“peddling obnoxious rumours” to 
tarnish their reputation. By virtue of 
his financial and social status, Bhima 
manages to get away with the 
murder. A few years later Indira, now 
a girl, is married off to a rich man, 
Vittala Raya. It is when Vittala dies of 
a disease contracted through 
multiple sexual engagements with 
other women, that Indira is forced 
into observing the austerities meant 
for a widow. But Indira, well-read 
and strong-headed, often derides 
them, much to the vexation of her 
parents. Consequently, someone is 
brought home to “mend Indira” 
through religious discourses. Indira 
runs away from home and a lawyer 
takes her under her tutelage, helping 
her complete her education. It is the 
same lawyer who had helped 
Bhaskara Rao, the son of the 
murdered Sundara Raya, by sending 
him abroad. Indira and Bhaskara 
marry, thereby completing the cycle 
of life with gender and social justice. 

Indira Bai is a noteworthy read 
for its feminist intent and content. 
The novel helps us to critically 
question the socio-cultural 
practices of today against the 
backdrop of a new 
pan-Indian consciousness ushered 
in by the reform movement 
centuries ago. 

The reach of Gulvadi’s Indira Bai, 
compounded with a refashioned 
sense of modernity among Saraswat 
Brahmins, helped to cast the 
community in a progressive mould, 
but not without creating ideological 
and religious discord among 
families. The text serves not only as 
a mirror to a community’s social 
reality, but also as a means to look 
within itself to write, and rewrite, 
perspectives. After all, even two 
centuries later, literature stands 
strong as a tool to recast identities. 

ANSHIKA RAVI 
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Youth versus icon 


Canadian teenager Bianca Andreescu, who was not born when Serena won her first US Open title, to play legend in women’s final 


Andreescu, 19, is just the second women’s Grand Slam finalist from Canada after Eugenie Bouchard. She will also bid to 
become the first teen Grand Slam champion since Maria Sharapova won at Flushing Meadows in 2006. ap 

In tennis, hugging at net is the new 


REUTERS 

NEWYORK,SEPT 5 

CANADIAN TEENAGER Bianca Andreescu’s 
dream run at the US Open continued on 
Thursday as she powered past Belinda Bencic 
7-6(3), 7-5 to set up a highly-anticipated fi¬ 
nal with Serena Williams on Saturday. 

Andreescu, who has already won titles at 
Indian Wells and Toronto during her break¬ 
out 2019 season, unleashed a torrent of 
bruising groundstrokes after falling behind 
2-5 in the second set, winning five straight 
games to punch her ticket to her first Grand 
Slam final. 

“It is just surreal,” the 19-year-old said in 
an on-court interview at Arthur Ashe 
Stadium. “I don’t know what to say. It is a 
dream come true to play Serena in the finals 
of the US Open. It’s crazy.” 

After a strong start from the Swiss, mo¬ 
mentum shifted on the first point of the first 
set tiebreak when Bencic double faulted and 
her previously immaculate play began to 
crumble. Andreescu quickly ran out to a 5-0 
lead in the breaker that she won comfortably 
to capture the first set. 

Bencic finally broke Andreescu to open 
the second set but despite stretching her lead 
to 5-2, Andreescu fed off the supportive 
crowd to level at 5-5 after another costly 
Bencic double fault. 

A flustered Bencic struggled from there, 
giving a sarcastic thumbs up to the crowd 
when they applauded the double fault be¬ 
fore sending a forehand into the net on 
match point to end the first-time encounter 
between two of the game’s rising stars. The 
final will pit power against power when 
Andreescu takes on her childhood hero 
Williams, who claimed her first U.S. Open ti¬ 
tle in 1999 before Andreescu was even born. 

Despite being sidelined at times with in¬ 
jury this year, Andreescu has been a giant 
slayer when healthy, posting a 7-0 record 
against top 10 opponents and a 33-4 record 
overall. Her route to the final has included 
wins over former world number one 
Caroline Wozniacki and rising Belgian Elise 
Mertens. Thursday’s win marks a remark¬ 
able turnaround for the Ontario native who 
was bom to Romanian parents in 2000. 

Andreescu lost in the first round of U.S. 
Open qualifiers last year and finished 2018 
ranked world number 178 but will be at least 
world number nine on Monday and world 
number five if she can upset Williams. 

In their only previous meeting Andreescu 
led Williams 3-1 at the Rogers Cup final in 
Toronto last month before the 37-year-old 
was forced to retire due to back spasms. The 
Canadian was widely praised for comforting 
the tearful Williams after the match. 

Andreescu will have her work cut out for 
her when she takes on an in-form Williams, 
who cmshed Elina Svitolina 6-3 6-1 earlier in 
the evening to put her on the brink of a 
record-tying 24th Grand Slam title. 

Another chance 

A rampaging Williams moved to the 
brink of a record equalling 24th career Grand 
Slam title storming past Elina Svitolina 6-3, 
6-1. Since returning to action after the birth 
of her first child Williams has come agonis¬ 
ingly close to matching Margaret Court’s 
mark three times and will have a chance on 
Saturday to do so in front of an adoring home 
crowd for a second successive year. 

Last year Williams was left in tears fol¬ 
lowing a chaotic and controversial loss to 
Naomi Osaka on Arthur Ashe Stadium. She 
has also lost two Wimbledon finals since her 
return. “To be in yet another final, it seems 
honestly crazy,” said Williams. “But I don’t 
really expect too much less. I’ve had so many 
chances to pass it (Court). 

If you look at the span of the career, the 



Serena Williams beat Elina Svitolina 
6-3,6-1 to enter the final. She will aim 
to equal Margaret Court’s all-time 
mark of 24 Slams. USA today Sports 


Last year Williams was left in 
tears following a chaotic and 
controversial loss to Naomi 
Osaka on Arthur Ashe Stadium. 
She has also lost two 
Wimbledon finals since her 
return. 


players I’ve played, it’s amazing that I was 
able to get this many.” 

The semi-final offered a classic matchup 
of styles with Williams and her prodigious 
power up against Svitolina, one of the best 
counter punchers in the women’s game. 
Williams did not have her ‘A’ game in warm 
conditions but the former-world number 
one knew exactly what was needed partic¬ 
ularly on the big points. “I don’t think she 
played amazing today but she played very 
high level at the beginning where you had to 
make a difference,” said Svitolina. “I think 
she knows what she has to do. There’s lots of 
power behind her shots all the time. 

On the important moments she always 
steps up, always brings her best game.” 

The fifth seeded Ukrainian had no short¬ 
age of chances herself but could not convert 
any of six break opportunities. 

A ruthless Williams, however, bom¬ 
barded Svitolina with punishing forehands 
and six aces to register her 101 st U.S. Open 
win, which tied her with Chris Evert for the 
most at Flushing Meadows. Williams arrived 
at the year’s final Grand Slam with a scowl 
and an all business demeanor that has swat¬ 
ted aside a raft of challengers throughout her 
run to the final. 

Any concerns over the back spasms that 
forced her to quit the Toronto final and out 
of Cincinnati were eased when she opened 
her Flushing Meadows account with a 6-1, 
6-1 thrashing of old rival Maria Sharapova. 

That was followed by routine wins over 
Karolina Muchova, Petra Martic and Cat 
McNally before blasting her way into the last 
four with a jaw-dropping 44-minute 6-1 6- 
0 rout of China’s Wang Qiang. But as cold¬ 
blooded as those performances were, 
Williams 70-minute dismantling of Svitolina 
in front of a packed house said more by de¬ 
livering an emphatic message she would not 
be content leaving Flushing Meadows with¬ 
out a share of Court’s record. 

The match had looked to be a long and 
competitive affair when Svitolina forced 
Williams to fight off three break points to 
hold her opening serve. Williams, however, 
was ready for the challenge breaking 
Svitolina at the first opportunity by firing a 
winner down the line the Ukrainian could 
only look at. 


CINDYSHMERLER 
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NOTTHAT long ago, Naomi Osaka was strug¬ 
gling to adapt to the shifting tradition in ten¬ 
nis of using hugs instead handshakes as the 
gesture of grace at the end of a match. 

“I’m told that I give out the worst hugs,” 
Osaka said last year, after winning the United 
States Open at 20 years old. “The thing is, I’m 
used to handshakes,” she added. “Every time 
someone comes for a hug, I’m very con¬ 
fused.” 

By Saturday night, after the third match of 
her title defense, Osaka had more than per¬ 
fected her take on the new brand of sports¬ 
manship. She not only hugged a tearful Coco 
Gauff, the 15-year-old sensation she had just 
knocked out of the Open — she took Gauff 
completely under her wing. Osaka consoled 
the younger player, encouraging her to ad¬ 
dress the crowd in an on-court interview that 
typically belongs to the winner, and assur¬ 
ing her that it would be better to keep cry¬ 
ing openly in front of the fans than to retreat 
inconsolably to the showers. 

The scene was extraordinary but hardly 
unique for a 21 st century Grand Slam tourna¬ 
ment. When Novak Djokovic, suffering from 
a sore shoulder at the Open, retired mid¬ 
match against Stan Wawrinka on Sunday 


night, the two draped their arms around each 
other’s necks. 

And there was a moment of affection last 
year that became an instant meme. After 
Djokovic beat Juan Martin del Potro to win 
the Open, they skipped the traditional post¬ 
match handshake. 

Instead, Djokovic and del Potro embraced 
for several seconds, as if they were long-lost 
brothers seeing each other for the first time 
in years. The image was replayed on screens 
throughout the world. “I think it’s because 
we both love each other,” said del Potro, who 
missed this year’s US Open with a knee in¬ 
jury. “We have a great relationship, and we 
always play the great battles. The people love 
when the two players are fighting until the 
last point. A huge hug means a lot to the 
crowd and to us as well.” 

There was a time when the end of a ten¬ 
nis match required nothing more than a firm 
handshake and maybe a few kind words be¬ 
fore both players gathered their belongings 
and left the court. The same held true for 
men and women. 

Today, hugging has become the new 
handshake, providing a level of intimacy that 
may make post-match meetings at the net 
as unrecognizable to past players as innova¬ 
tions like the Hawk-Eye ball tracking system 
and serving time limits. 

“We never hugged,” said Pam Shriver, 


who played throughout the 1980s against 
Chris Evert and Martina Navratilova. “The 
closest I came was when I beat Martina, who 
was my friend and doubles partner, in 1982. 
I only beat her three times out of 42. It was a 
huge upset. We still shook hands, but we put 
an arm around each other as we walked to 
the umpire’s chair. It was such a big deal that 
the picture ran, above the fold, in the next 
day’s New York Times.” 

In 1980, Bjorn Borg sank to his knees af¬ 
ter outlasting John McEnroe in a classic 
fourth-set tiebreaker in the Wimbledon fi¬ 
nal. After he arose, Borg did little more than 
approach the net with his head down and 
share a limp handshake with McEnroe be¬ 
fore walking off. 

In an awkward moment after Pete 
Sampras beat Andre Agassi in a five-set semi¬ 
final at the 2000 Australian Open, the two 
looked as though they were actually going 
to hug. But their arms got jumbled, and they 
ended up settling for a traditional handshake. 

Eighteen years later at the Australian 
Open, when Caroline Wozniacki beat Simona 
Halep to win her first major, their prolonged 
embrace looked more like two camp friends 
saying goodbye at the end of the summer 
than two top-flight athletes after a fierce bat¬ 
tle. Same when Sloane Stephens defeated 
her close friend Madison Keys to win the 
2017 U.S. Open. As they waited for the tro- 




" For sure last 
two Slams 
been good for 
me. I'm very 
happythe 
way I could 
handle the 
tough moments. 

Unfortunately it's both times 
finished really one-sided, 
which I have to analyze. 11 
ELINA SVITOLINA 

AFTERTHEL0SST0SERENA WILLIAMS 

Schwartzman, Osaka 
win awards 

New York: The way Naomi Osaka con¬ 
soled Coco Gauff after beating the 15- 
year-old American in the US Open's 
third round was admired by many. On 
Thursday, Osaka was given the women's 
2019 U.S. Open Sportsmanship 
Award.Diego Schwartzman was the 
men's honoree. Both get a trophy and a 
$5,000 donation to a charity of their 
choice. Todd Martin, the former player 
who is co-chair of the committee that 
chooses the recipients, said the two 
“demonstrated a level of sportsmanship 
that is even more impressive than their 
play on the court" AP 


WOMEN’S SINGLES: 

SEMIFINALS: Serena Williams (8), 
United States, def. Elina Svitolina (5), 
Ukraine, 6-3,6-1 ;BiancaAndreescu(15), 
Canada, def. Belinda Bencic (13), 
Switzerland, 7-6 (3), 7-5. 

MEN’S DOUBLES: 

SEMIFINALS: Marcel Granollers, 
Spain, and Horacio Zeballos (8), 
Argentina, def. Kevin Krawietz and 
Andreas Mies (12), Germany, 7-6(2), 
7-6(5); Robert Farah and Juan 
Sebastian Cabal (1), Colombia, def. 
Jamie Murray and Neal Skupski (15), 
Britain, 7-6 (5), 7-6 (8). 

WOMEN’S DOUBLES: 
SEMIFINALS: VictoriaAzarenka, 
Belarus, and Ashleigh Barty (8), 
Australia, def. Aliaksandra Sasnovich, 
Belarus, and Viktoria Kuzmova, 
Slovakia, 6-0,6-1. 



handshake 

phy presentation, Stephens and Keys sat side 
by side, laughing. 

So why has on-court hugging become a 
thing? Has everyone on tour suddenly be¬ 
come BFFs? 

“You’re not going to do it with everyone,” 
said Kevin Anderson, the 2017 runner-up at 
the U.S. Open. “But most guys know that 
we’re out there working as hard as we can. 
We’re all competitors, but we’re also friends.” 

For Djokovic, hugging has become part 
of his mental routine, the result of time with 
Pepe Imaz, a Spanish spiritual gum who spe¬ 
cialized in a technique with meditation and 
prolonged hugs called Amor y Paz (“Love and 
Peace”). 

Allen Fox, a California-based sports psy¬ 
chologist who has counseled athletes for 
more than 40 years, said hugs now are “part 
and parcel of every athletic competition, no 
matter the sport.” 

“Back in the day, athletes were trying to 
be classy, so they kept their emotions in 
check, shook hands at the end of a match and 
left the court,” he said. “Men, in particular, 
were taught to be strong, not to share their 
personal stmggles and to be quiet about their 
issues. They were trained not to be sappy out 
there, to take a loss with a stiff upper lip. 

“Now people think nothing of hugging 
and crying after their matches.” 

NYT 
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Easwaran’s 153 puts 
India Red in charge 


Bengal right-hander Abhimanyu Easwaran 
staked his claim for a place in the senior side 
with a 153-run knock as India Red marched 
towards the title by building a 114-run lead 
over India Green at stumps on day three of the 
Duleep Trophy. Easwaran (153 off300 balls) 
added 51 mns to his overnight score as India 
Red finished the day at345 for 6 in 116 overs in 
reply to India Green's first innings score of 231 
in 72.1 overs. Aditya Sarvate and Unadkat were 
at the crease at the draw of stumps. BRIEF 
SCORES: India Green 1 st Innings: 231 all out in 
72.1 overs (Mayank Markande 76,* Rajpoot 30; 
Unadkat 4/58, Warrier 2/38, Avesh 2/56); India 
Red 1st Innings: 345 for 6 in 116 overs 
(Easwaran 153,Kishan39,Panchal33; Sarvate 
30 batting, Rajpoot 3/77, M Markande 1 /24, 
Tanveer ul-Haq 1 /63). 


Stimac and team 
gutted by loss to Oman 

India's over-reliance on forward Sunil Chhetri 
and the team's inexperience cost them their 
Asian qualifying tie for the 2022 World Cup 
against Oman, coach Igor Stimac rued after the 
2-1 loss on Thursday. Udanta Singh hit the 
crossbar and Sandeshjhingan's header missed 
the mark before the talismanic Chhetri's 24th- 
minute strike put the hosts ahead in the group 
E match in the east Indian city of 
Guwahati.'We're very sad. We deserved more 
from this game," the Croat, who was appointed 
India coach in May, said after the match."We 
could've punished the Omani team heavily in 
the first half, we could have lulled the game be¬ 
fore the break, but we were not lucky there. 

Bangladesh school lifts 
U-17 girls’ Subroto Cup 

Bangladesh Krida Shiksha Prothishtan 
(BKSP) thrashed Nilmani English School, 
Manipur 4-0 to successfully defend their 
U17 Girls’ Subroto Cup International Football 
title here on Friday. In the first half, the game 
started with Bangladesh Krida Shiksha 
Prothishtan (BKSP) enjoying the majority of 
the possession. In the fifth minute, the first 
attempt came from the Bangladesh team as 
Aklima Akter side netted a strike from the 
right flank. Aklima's moment came soon af¬ 
ter, as she scored with a thunderous strike 
from inside the box in the 19th minute. 



Sanju Samson scored 91 off just48 balls against South Africa A. pti 


Samson stars in victory over South Africa A 

Sanju Samson struck a blistering 48-ball 91 as India A romped to a 36-run win over 
South Africa A in the fifth and final unofficial ODI, helping the hosts claim the series 
4-1 here on Friday. Kerala wicketkeeper batsman Samson, who has played one T20 
International for India, showcased his skills in another rain-affected game at the 
Sports Hub here. In a rain-affected 20 overs-a-side game, India A made 204 for 4 be¬ 
fore restricting South Africa A to 168 all out with Shardul Thakur taking 3 for 9 from 
three overs. Samson exhibited his hitting abilities, smashing some huge sixes as he 
toyed with the rival Proteas attack during his 135-run second wicket partnership 
with India regular Shikhar Dhawan (51 off 36 balls), who posted his second straight 
half-century. BRIEF SCORES: India A 204 for 4 in 20 overs (Sanju Samson 91, Shikhar 
Dhawan 51, Shreyas Iyer 36, Beuran Hendricks 2/29, George Linde 2/43) beat South 
Africa A168 all out in 20 overs (Reeza Hendricks 59, Kyle Verreynne 44, Shardul Thakur 
3/9, Washington Sundar 2/39) 


Payas Jain storms into 
Asian Junior TT final 

India's Payas Jain stormed into the cadet boys 
final of the 25th Asian Junior Table Tennis 
Championships beating South Korean Lin 
Yunoh 4-3 here on Friday to assure himself of 
at least a silver medal. The seventh seeded 
Indian won 15-13,11-9,9-11,3-11,11-9,11-6. 
Besides the medal, Payas also earned a place 
in the Asian squad that will compete in the 
World Cadet Challenge, to be held at 
Wladyslawowo, Poland, this October. This will 
be the second medal for the Indians at the 
championships after the junior boys had 
clinched a silver medal. Jain will take on top- 
seed and world No. 1 Yuanyu Chen in the fi¬ 
nal on Saturday. 

Karthik gets notice for 
attending CPL match 

The BCCI has issued a showcause notice to out- 
of-favour India player Dinesh Karthik for at¬ 
tending a promotional event of the Caribbean 
Premier League (CPL) franchise Trinbago 
Knight Riders. The 34-year-old Karthik, who 
was a controversial pick in India's World Cup 
squad, was seen in Trinbago Knight Riders 
dressing room and attending their opening 
CPL match against St Kitts & Nevis in Port of 
Spain. "Yes, Dinesh Karthik has been issued a 
showcause notice by the BCCI. We have re¬ 
ceived photographs where Karthik is seen in 
the dressing room of Trinbago Knight Riders. 



CoA extends deadline 
for state unit elections 


The Supreme Court-appointed Committee of 
Administrators (CoA), chaired by Vinod Rai, on 
Friday extended the deadline for the comple¬ 
tion of elections for the BCCI's state associa¬ 
tions till September 28. The earlier deadline 
for these polls was September 14. "The dead¬ 
line for completion of elections of state asso¬ 
ciations is extended from 14th September 2019 
to 28th September 2019," the CoA said in a 
statement after a meeting here.' 'No further ex¬ 
tensions will be feasible beyond September 28, 
2019 since the notice of AGM for BCCI elections 
has to be issued 21 days prior to 22nd October 
which is 30th September 2019. The state asso¬ 
ciations are required to send the names of their 
representatives to the BCCI for the BCCI election 
on 28th September, 2019," the CoA stated. The 
CoA also made it clear that the date for BCCI 
polls will remain unchanged. 
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ABDUL QADIR 
1955-2019 


Qadir, leg-spin 
genius, passes away 


PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA 

KARACHI,SEPTEMBER6 

PAKISTAN'S MASTER leg-spinner Abdul 
Qadir died in Lahore on Friday after suf¬ 
fering from a massive cardiac arrest, his 
family confirmed. Qadir 
was 63 years old and is 
survived by his wife, 
four sons and a daugh¬ 
ter who is married to 
current Pakistan star 
batsman Umar Akmal. 

Former Pakistan 
wicketkeeper-batsman, 

Kamran Akmal, Umar’s 
elder brother, confirmed 
the tragic news about 
Qadir’s death. It is learnt that the veteran 
suffered a cardiac arrest when he was at 
home and was declared dead on arrival 
after being rushed to a hospital. 

Qadir, who played in 67 Tests and 104 
ODIs had a total 368 wickets in his inter¬ 
national career, would have celebrated 
his 64th birthday on 15th September. 

“It is a great loss to Pakistan cricket be¬ 
cause it was Qadir bhai’s leg-spin magic 
and artistry that inspired a generation of 
young leg-spin bowlers in Pakistan and 
around the cricket world,” former Pakistan 



following a cardiac arrest, 


leg-break bowler Danish Kaneria said. 

In fact another spin great Mushtaq 
Ahmed only came into prominence imi¬ 
tating Qadir’s action. 

For Indian fans, Qadir will forever be 
etched in memories for his unique angu¬ 
lar bowling action. It started in a get-set- 
go mode where he would 
licking his lips and using 
the saliva and the heavy 
pivot on hip was a unique 
in its style. 

For all those growing 
up in the 80’s, every mo- 
halla cricket, whether 
the by lanes of Karachi or 
colonies in Delhi had 

_ their own "Abdul Qadir 

prototype". 

But the fondest memories would cer¬ 
tainly be related to 16-year-old Sachin 
Tendulkar attacking him with great gusto 
during an exhibition match. Qadir, who 
was at the twilight of his career, repeat¬ 
edly tossed it up and Tendulkar would 
just dance down the track to hit him for 
four sixes. There were many stories how 
Qadir mildly sledged Tendulkar and en¬ 
ticed him to go after him. However many 
times after that he acknowledged that it 
was the moment he thought that he has 
seen something special. 


He turned leg-spin 
into a lethal weapon 


ABDUL QADIR started his serious cricket 
career under me, when he joined the 
Habib Bank (in the 1970s) and I was his 
captain. So it has been a long association 
- team mates at Habib Bank and then 
team mates for Pakistan. We had a great 
time, when I was the Pakistan captain 
and after that as well. 

He redefined leg-break. Leg-break as 
a lethal weapon started from Abdul Qadir 
and he always had the last word on that. 
He was the one who 
gave the googly and flip¬ 
per completely different 
dimensions. 

If he were playing 
now, he would have had 
500-600 Test wickets. 

Nobody could under¬ 
stand his flippers. He 
had two different types 
of googlies and very few 
batsmen could read him. 

Even Viv Richards struggled to pick him. 

Unfortunately, front-foot LBWs were 
virtually non-existent those days. So 
batsmen used the front foot as an escape 
route. Umpires these days don’t hesitate 
to give front-foot LBWs. 

If the ball is pitching in line and hit¬ 
ting the stumps, you are out irrespective 
of it hitting the front foot or back foot. 
Also, you have the TV umpire and the 
benefit of the DRS. Those days, a lot of 
times even the umpires didn’t know 
what Qadir was bowling. 

Shane Warne has learnt so much 
from Qadir, you can’t even believe it. In 
fact, I won’t be exaggerating if I say Qadir 
gave the flipper - a lethal one at that - to 
the world. Even before he was selected 
to play for Pakistan, I knew he was going 
to have a special career. He was playing 
for my bank and I saw him at close quar¬ 
ters and nurtured him. 

He went on to become a magician, 
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which the likes of Richards, Clive Lloyd 
and Desmond Hayens would attest. 

First-class cricket in Pakistan was very 
strong back then and Habib Bank boasted 
of almost a Test side. 

Playing for such a strong team helped 
Qadir grow rapidly. I, as his captain, also 
had a great understanding with him. By 
the way, his action was natural. He also 
used the crease beautifully. 

At the nets, I picked him. I used to 
bowl a bit of leg-break 
also, which helped. 

But the only overseas 
batsman who could 
picked him properly was 
Sunil Gavaskar. It had to 
be, for in my book, 
Gavaskar tops the list as 
far as batsmanship is 
concerned. Batsmen 
from the subcontinent 
play spin well in any case. 
But Gavaskar was a different league. He 
played fearsome fast bowling without 
wearing a helmet and scored centuries 
after centuries. And he played spin with 
equal aplomb. Lesser mortals used to be 
completely at sea against Qadir. 

Imran Khan, when he was the 
Pakistan captain, was a little reluctant to 
bring Qadir to the ODI fold. Leg-spinners 
weren’t picked for limited-overs cricket 
backthen. 

People were concerned about giving 
away runs. But I persuaded Imran and 
convinced him to bring Qadir into the 
ODI setup. My logic was simple, he might 
concede a few extra runs, but he would 
pick wickets. 

Qadir was a match-winner. You can 
add another 300-odd limited-overs 
scalps to his tally if he were playing to¬ 
day. Now the bowlers have the rules and 
technology to back them. 

(As told to Shamik Chakrabarty) 
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Magical Malinga 

Lasith Malinga celebrates taking the wicket of New Zealand's Ross Taylor, his fourth wicket in as many deliveries, during the 3rd Twenty20I in Pallekele. AP 


■ Lasith Malinga took 5 wickets for 6 
runs, including four in four balls to help 
Sri Lanka beat New Zealand by 37 runs in 
the third T20 International. New Zealand, 
however, won the series 2-1. 


■ Malinga bowled Colin Munro on the 
third ball of his second over. He then sent 
Hamish Rutherford, Colin de 
Grandhomme and Ross Taylor back to the 
pavilion on balls four, five and six. 


■ Pallekele was not the lone instance 
when Lasith Malinga picked up four in 
four. Twelve years ago in a crucial 2007 
World Cup Super 8 game at the 
Providence he did the same aagainst SA. 


■ The veteran speedster, who retired 
from Test cricket in 2011 and played his 
farewell one-day international in July, has 
improved his T20 tally to 104 wickets in 
76 matches. 


Hazelwood turns the tide 

Fast bowler dismisses Rory Burns, Joe Root and Craig Overton in the final hour to reduce Eng to 200 for 5 



AP&AFP 

MANCHESTER, SEPTEMBER 6 


AUSTRALIA PACEMAN Josh Hazlewood took 
three big wickets in the final hour of play to 
reduce England to 200-5 on day three of the 
fourth Ashes test, setting up his team for an¬ 
other great chance for a victory to retain the 
urn. Replying to Australia’s 497-8, England 
was 166-2 - with Rory Burns and Joe Root on 
a partnership of 141 - when Hazlewood’s 
burst of wickets arrived at Old Trafford. Bums 
edged to Steve Smith at second slip for 81, 
Root was trapped lbw in Hazlewood’s next 
over for 71, and Jason Roy missed with a 
weak defensive prod and saw his middle 
stump uprooted on 22. 

Ben Stokes (7) and Jonny Bairstow (2) 
were in the middle when bad light brought 
an end to play about 30 minutes before the 
scheduled finish. Two-and-a-half hours were 
lost to rain at the start of the day. England 
trailed by 297 mns, and needed 98 more mns 
to avoid potentially being asked to follow- 
on. The teams are at 1-1 with one more test 
to play, at the Oval next week. The Australians 
will retain the um with a win in Manchester. 
Hazlewood has figures of 4-48 off 20 overs, 
having also taken the wicket of nightwatch- 
man Craig Overton off the ninth ball of the 
day after England resumed on 23-1. 

Yet Pat Cummins might have been 
Australia’s best bowler on Friday, the pace- 
men somehow not getting a wicket in a su¬ 


perb 10-over spell either side of tea which 
only went for 22 runs. Root played and 
missed a number of times as the light started 
to fade. 

Flintoff dreams of coach job 

Former England star Andrew Flintoff has 
revealed he dreams of coaching the national 
team in the future. Flintoff called time on his 


international career in 2009 and has been 
working as a television presenter recently af¬ 
ter a brief foray into boxing. 

The all-rounder hopes to return to cricket 
in a coaching capacity and already has lower- 
level qualifications. England are currently 
looking for someone to replace Trevor Bayliss 
who is due to step down at the end of the cur¬ 
rent Ashes series against Australia. 


Flintoff, who helped England win the 
Ashes as a player in 2005 and 2009, concedes 
it is too soon to expect to get the job now. But 
the 41-year-old refused to rule it out in the 
long-term. 

“Coaching is definitely an ambition. There 
are probably two or three coaching jobs I’d 
like - England, Lancashire or Lancashire 
Academy,” he told BBC radio’s Test Match 
Special programme on Friday. “I’d love to be 
England coach one day, just not quite yet.” 
Flintoff, who played his county cricket with 
Lancashire, has already done some coaching 
work with the Under-13 side at his old side. 
“I’ve got two of my coaching levels - me and 
(former England team-mate) Steve Harmison 
might do our level threes soon,” he said. 

Hintoff, who played 79 Tests and 141 one- 
day internationals for England, revealed he 
applied for the national team coaching job 
when it became available in 2014. But he was 
not taken seriously and the role went to Peter 
Moores. “A few years ago I applied for the 
England coaching job - we were getting beat, 
I was in the office and thought, Tm going to 
apply’,” Flintoff said. “I wrote an email for the 
interview, a month passed and I’d heard 
nothing. I chased it up, then I got a phone call 
saying they thought it was somebody taking 
the mick!” 

BRIEF SCORES: At Stumps on Day 3 England: 
First innings 200/5 (Rory Burns 81, Joe Root 
71, Josh Hazlewood 4/48) trail Australia 
497/8 declared (Steve Smith 211) by 297 mns 
with 5 wickets remaining. 


Away from home, J&K players find training base 


DEVENDRAPANDEY 

BAR0DA, SEPTEMBER 6 


TILL ABOUT a fortnight back, the Jammu and 
Kashmir cricket officials had doubts if they 
could even get in touch with their players 
and inform them about the dates of the pre¬ 
season training camp. 

The communication clampdown in the 
Kashmir valley after the abrogation of Article 
370 had come as bolt from the blue for the 
region's cricket fraternity. Now, after a sud¬ 
den turn of events, a 27-strong squad was 
sweating it out at the Moti Baug ground here, 
miles away from their homes. 

The breakthrough had come about a 
week back when the idea of using the local 
television channels to get in touch with the 
players had worked. Subsequently, the 
team's player-cum-mentor, Irfan Pathan, 
came up with the plan of shifting the team's 
base to his home town. 

The India international spoke about the 
role played by Baroda Cricket Association ad¬ 
ministrator Satyajit Gaekwad in bringing the 
J&K team to Baroda. “I requested him to al¬ 
low the JKCA team to make use of the ground. 
He agreed and even helped in arranging 
lodging for the team,” Pathan said. 

He further stated: “I decided that we 
should go ahead with the camp even if all the 
players are unable to report. We are way be¬ 
hind in terms of preparation compared to 
other teams. For us it starts now. The players 
who are fromjammu could be contacted but 
it was difficult to contact those who were 
from Kashmir. But it is good that the players 
are here and we are looking forward to the 
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Player-and-mentor Irfan Pathan talks to Jammu and Kashmir players during the 
first day of the off-season camp at the Motibaug ground in Baroda. Bhupendra Rana 


next few days at the camp." 

The players are presently lodged in pri¬ 
vate apartments but but they will soon move 
to a hotel. Pathan said that it was important 
for the players not to think too much about 
the situation back home. 

“Issues will be there but you have to find 
a way to overcome it. Either you crib here and 
keep thinking about what is happening or 
you do everything possible for the team to 
succeed. At least we can start to focus on 



cricket now,” Pathan said. 

The players faced difficulty in getting to 
Jammu and some of the players took the 
help of local police officials to travel out of 
the valley. One of the support staff mem¬ 
bers managed to reach the home of Parvez 
Rasool, the India international, in Bijbehara 
to inform him that he should report to 
Jammu. 

Acclimatisation will be key for the play¬ 
ers as they have to get used to the heat and 


Munaf roped in as 
Baroda’s mentor 

Baroda: Former India pacer Munaf 
Patel has been appointed mentor of 
Baroda's senior and U-23 teams. In his 
new role, he will work closely with 
senior team coach Sanath Kumar. "I 
always wanted to be part of cricket af¬ 
ter my retirement. When the Baroda 
Cricket Association (BCA) approached 
me, I accepted the offer. I want to pass 
on my experience to the youngsters. I 
will travel with the senior team and 
sometimes will also be helping the U- 
23 squad. I will also work as the bowl¬ 
ing coach for the senior team," Munaf 
told The Indian Express. Munaf said the 
challenge will be to help U-23 players 
make the transition to the senior 
team. BCA has also appointed former 
India wicket-keeper Nayan Mongia as 
a mentor for junior teams. 

DEVENDRAPANDEY 


humidity in Baroda for the next few days. The 
players will travel to Jaipur to play their Vijay 
Hazare Trophy games in last week of this 
September. 

The players will take part in a tournament 
organised by the Baroda Cricket Association 
called the Challengers Trophy, which will 
give them some vital match time. 

The team has already missed the Vizzy 
Trophy as most of the players, including India 
international Rasool could not be contacted. 



Rashid’s all-round show 
puts Afghanistan on top 


AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE 

CHITTAGONG, SEPTEMBER 6 

SPIN SENSATION Rashid Khan starred with 
bat and ball on Friday as Afghanistan took 
command in the one-off Test against 
Bangladesh here. Rashid hit 51 off 61 balls to 
take Afghanistan to 342 in their first innings 
and then claimed 4-47 to leave Bangladesh 
struggling at 194 for eight at stumps on the 
second day. 

Mominul Haque scored the only half- 
century for Bangladesh, 52 off 71 balls, while 
Mosaddek Hossain remained unbeaten on 
44 to spare some blushes for the home side 
against the Test minnows. Bangladesh lost a 
wicket in the very first over of their innings 
when Yamin Ahmadzai dismissed opener 
Shadman Islam for nought but Soumya 
Sarkar and Liton Das steadied the innings 
with a 49-run stand. 

Mohammad Nabi removed Soumya leg- 
before for 17 before Rashid introduced him¬ 
self in the attack with immediate impact as 
he bowled Liton for 33. Rashid unleashed fur¬ 
ther destruction in his fifth over, trapping 
Shakib A1 Hasan leg before for 11 and remov¬ 
ing Mushfiqur Rahim for a duck two balls 
later as Bangladesh were reduced to 88-5 at 
tea. They did no better after play resumed in 
the final session as Rashid, who made his de¬ 
but as the youngest ever Test captain in this 
Test, bowled Mahmudullah Riyad for seven 
and left others with little clue against his leg- 
spin. Mominul launched a counter-attack to 


bring his fifty off 69 balls but paid the price 
for his aggression as he gave a catch to Asghar 
Afghan at mid-off off Mohammad Nabi, who 
finished the day with 2-53. Mosaddek sur¬ 
vived the day with tail-ender Taijul Islam, 14 
not out, but Bangladesh still face a mountain 
to climb, trailing Afghanistan by 148 runs in 
the first innings with just two wickets in 
hand. 

Rashid earlier led Afghanistan’s batting 
charge with his maiden Test fifty after they 
lost early wickets, having resumed the sec¬ 
ond day’s play at 271-5. Former skipper 
Asghar, who was unbeaten on 88 overnight, 
managed to add just four runs to his score 
before gifting his wicket to left-arm spinner 
Taijul, just eight runs short of what would 
have been his first Test century. 

Taijul then bowled the other overnight 
batsman AfsarZazai for 41 but Rashid, mak¬ 
ing his debut as the youngest-ever Test cap¬ 
tain, launched a counterattack. Shakib struck 
back to remove tail-enders Qais Ahmad and 
Yamin Ahmadzai for nine and zero respec¬ 
tively but Rashid fought on, bringing up his 
50 in as many balls. 

Off-spinner Mehidy Hasan took a sharp 
catch off his own bowling to stop Rashid’s 
onslaught and end Afghanistan’s innings. 
Taijul finished with 4-116 for Bangladesh 
while Shakib and off-spinner Nayeem Hasan 
claimed two wickets each. 

BRIEF SCORES: Afghanistan 342 (Rahmat 
102, Afghan 92, Rashid 51, Taijul 4/116) lead 
Bangladesh 194/8 (Mominul 52, Mosaddek 
44*, Rashid 4/47, Nabi 2/53) trail by 148 runs 
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ABDUL QADIR 
1955-2019 


Qadir, leg-spin 
genius, passes away 


PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA 

KARACHI,SEPTEMBER6 

PAKISTAN'S MASTER leg-spinner Abdul 
Qadir died in Lahore on Friday after suf¬ 
fering from a massive cardiac arrest, his 
family confirmed. Qadir 
was 63 years old and is 
survived by his wife, 
four sons and a daugh¬ 
ter who is married to 
current Pakistan star 
batsman Umar Akmal. 

Former Pakistan 
wicketkeeper-batsman, 

Kamran Akmal, Umar’s 
elder brother, confirmed 
the tragic news about 
Qadir’s death. It is learnt that the veteran 
suffered a cardiac arrest when he was at 
home and was declared dead on arrival 
after being rushed to a hospital. 

Qadir, who played in 67 Tests and 104 
ODIs had a total 368 wickets in his inter¬ 
national career, would have celebrated 
his 64th birthday on 15th September. 

“It is a great loss to Pakistan cricket be¬ 
cause it was Qadir bhai’s leg-spin magic 
and artistry that inspired a generation of 
young leg-spin bowlers in Pakistan and 
around the cricket world,” former Pakistan 



following a cardiac arrest, 


leg-break bowler Danish Kaneria said. 

In fact another spin great Mushtaq 
Ahmed only came into prominence imi¬ 
tating Qadir’s action. 

For Indian fans, Qadir will forever be 
etched in memories for his unique angu¬ 
lar bowling action. It started in a get-set- 
go mode where he would 
licking his lips and using 
the saliva and the heavy 
pivot on hip was a unique 
in its style. 

For all those growing 
up in the 80’s, every mo- 
halla cricket, whether 
the by lanes of Karachi or 
colonies in Delhi had 

_ their own "Abdul Qadir 

prototype". 

But the fondest memories would cer¬ 
tainly be related to 16-year-old Sachin 
Tendulkar attacking him with great gusto 
during an exhibition match. Qadir, who 
was at the twilight of his career, repeat¬ 
edly tossed it up and Tendulkar would 
just dance down the track to hit him for 
four sixes. There were many stories how 
Wadir mildly sledged Tendulkar and en¬ 
ticed him to go after him. However may 
times after that he acknowledged that it 
was the moment he thought that he has 
seen something special. 


He turned leg-spin 
into a lethal weapon 


ABDUL QADIR started his serious cricket 
career under me, when he joined the 
Habib Bank (in the 1970s) and I was his 
captain. So it has been a long association 
- team mates at Habib Bank and then 
team mates for Pakistan. We had a great 
time, when I was the Pakistan captain 
and after that as well. 

He redefined leg-break. Leg-break as 
a lethal weapon started from Abdul Qadir 
and he always had the last word on that. 
He was the one who 
gave the googly and flip¬ 
per completely different 
dimensions. 

If he were playing 
now, he would have had 
500-600 Test wickets. 

Nobody could under¬ 
stand his flippers. He 
had two different types 
of googlies and very few 
batsmen could read him. 

Even Viv Richards struggled to pick him. 

Unfortunately, front-foot LBWs were 
virtually non-existent those days. So 
batsmen used the front foot as an escape 
route. Umpires these days don’t hesitate 
to give front-foot LBWs. 

If the ball is pitching in line and hit¬ 
ting the stumps, you are out irrespective 
of it hitting the front foot or back foot. 
Also, you have the TV umpire and the 
benefit of the DRS. Those days, a lot of 
times even the umpires didn’t know 
what Qadir was bowling. 

Shane Warne has learnt so much 
from Qadir, you can’t even believe it. In 
fact, I won’t be exaggerating if I say Qadir 
gave the flipper - a lethal one at that - to 
the world. Even before he was selected 
to play for Pakistan, I knew he was going 
to have a special career. He was playing 
for my bank and I saw him at close quar¬ 
ters and nurtured him. 

He went on to become a magician, 



JAVEDMIANDAD 


which the likes of Richards, Clive Lloyd 
and Desmond Hayens would attest. 

First-class cricket in Pakistan was very 
strong back then and Habib Bank boasted 
of almost a Test side. 

Playing for such a strong team helped 
Qadir grow rapidly. I, as his captain, also 
had a great understanding with him. By 
the way, his action was natural. He also 
used the crease beautifully. 

At the nets, I picked him. I used to 
bowl a bit of leg-break 
also, which helped. 

But the only overseas 
batsman who could 
picked him properly was 
Sunil Gavaskar. It had to 
be, for in my book, 
Gavaskar tops the list as 
far as batsmanship is 
concerned. Batsmen 
from the subcontinent 
play spin well in any case. 
But Gavaskar was a different league. He 
played fearsome fast bowling without 
wearing a helmet and scored centuries 
after centuries. And he played spin with 
equal aplomb. Lesser mortals used to be 
completely at sea against Qadir. 

Imran Khan, when he was the 
Pakistan captain, was a little reluctant to 
bring Qadir to the ODI fold. Leg-spinners 
weren’t picked for limited-overs cricket 
backthen. 

People were concerned about giving 
away runs. But I persuaded Imran and 
convinced him to bring Qadir into the 
ODI setup. My logic was simple, he might 
concede a few extra runs, but he would 
pick wickets. 

Qadir was a match-winner. You can 
add another 300-odd limited-overs 
scalps to his tally if he were playing to¬ 
day. Now the bowlers have the rules and 
technology to back them. 

(As told to Shamik Chakrabarty) 
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Magical Malinga 

Lasith Malinga celebrates taking the wicket of New Zealand's Ross Taylor, his fourth wicket in as many deliveries, during the 3rd Twenty20I in Pallekele. AP 


■ Lasith Malinga took 5 wickets for 6 
runs, including four in four balls to help 
Sri Lanka beat New Zealand by 37 runs in 
the third T20 International. New Zealand, 
however, won the series 2-1. 


■ Malinga bowled Colin Munro on the 
third ball of his second over. He then sent 
Hamish Rutherford, Colin de 
Grandhomme and Ross Taylor back to the 
pavilion on balls four, five and six. 


■ Pallekele was not the lone instance 
when Lasith Malinga picked up four in 
four. Twelve years ago in a crucial 2007 
World Cup Super 8 game at the 
Providence he did the same aagainst SA. 


■ The veteran speedster, who retired 
from Test cricket in 2011 and played his 
farewell one-day international in July, has 
improved his T20 tally to 104 wickets in 
76 matches. 


Hazelwood turns the tide 

Fast bowler dismisses Rory Burns, Joe Root and Craig Overton in the final hour to reduce Eng to 200 for 5 



AP&AFP 

MANCHESTER, SEPTEMBER 6 


AUSTRALIA PACEMAN Josh Hazlewood took 
three big wickets in the final hour of play to 
reduce England to 200-5 on day three of the 
fourth Ashes test, setting up his team for an¬ 
other great chance for a victory to retain the 
urn. Replying to Australia’s 497-8, England 
was 166-2 - with Rory Burns and Joe Root on 
a partnership of 141 - when Hazlewood’s 
burst of wickets arrived at Old Trafford. Bums 
edged to Steve Smith at second slip for 81, 
Root was trapped lbw in Hazlewood’s next 
over for 71, and Jason Roy missed with a 
weak defensive prod and saw his middle 
stump uprooted on 22. 

Ben Stokes (7) and Jonny Bairstow (2) 
were in the middle when bad light brought 
an end to play about 30 minutes before the 
scheduled finish. Two-and-a-half hours were 
lost to rain at the start of the day. England 
trailed by 297 mns, and needed 98 more mns 
to avoid potentially being asked to follow- 
on. The teams are at 1-1 with one more test 
to play, at the Oval next week. The Australians 
will retain the um with a win in Manchester. 
Hazlewood has figures of 4-48 off 20 overs, 
having also taken the wicket of nightwatch- 
man Craig Overton off the ninth ball of the 
day after England resumed on 23-1. 

Yet Pat Cummins might have been 
Australia’s best bowler on Friday, the pace- 
men somehow not getting a wicket in a su¬ 


perb 10-over spell either side of tea which 
only went for 22 runs. Root played and 
missed a number of times as the light started 
to fade. 

Flintoff dreams of coach job 

Former England star Andrew Flintoff has 
revealed he dreams of coaching the national 
team in the future. Flintoff called time on his 


international career in 2009 and has been 
working as a television presenter recently af¬ 
ter a brief foray into boxing. 

The all-rounder hopes to return to cricket 
in a coaching capacity and already has lower- 
level qualifications. England are currently 
looking for someone to replace Trevor Bayliss 
who is due to step down at the end of the cur¬ 
rent Ashes series against Australia. 


Flintoff, who helped England win the 
Ashes as a player in 2005 and 2009, concedes 
it is too soon to expect to get the job now. But 
the 41-year-old refused to rule it out in the 
long-term. 

“Coaching is definitely an ambition. There 
are probably two or three coaching jobs I’d 
like - England, Lancashire or Lancashire 
Academy,” he told BBC radio’s Test Match 
Special programme on Friday. “I’d love to be 
England coach one day, just not quite yet.” 
Flintoff, who played his county cricket with 
Lancashire, has already done some coaching 
work with the Under-13 side at his old side. 
“I’ve got two of my coaching levels - me and 
(former England team-mate) Steve Harmison 
might do our level threes soon,” he said. 

Hintoff, who played 79 Tests and 141 one- 
day internationals for England, revealed he 
applied for the national team coaching job 
when it became available in 2014. But he was 
not taken seriously and the role went to Peter 
Moores. “A few years ago I applied for the 
England coaching job - we were getting beat, 
I was in the office and thought, Tm going to 
apply’,” Flintoff said. “I wrote an email for the 
interview, a month passed and I’d heard 
nothing. I chased it up, then I got a phone call 
saying they thought it was somebody taking 
the mick!” 

BRIEF SCORES: At Stumps on Day 3 England: 
First innings 200/5 (Rory Burns 81, Joe Root 
71, Josh Hazlewood 4/48) trail Australia 
497/8 declared (Steve Smith 211) by 297 mns 
with 5 wickets remaining. 


Away from home, J&K players find training base 


DEVENDRAPANDEY 

BAR0DA, SEPTEMBER 6 


TILL ABOUT a fortnight back, the Jammu and 
Kashmir cricket officials had doubts if they 
could even get in touch with their players 
and inform them about the dates of the pre¬ 
season training camp. 

The communication clampdown in the 
Kashmir valley after the abrogation of Article 
370 had come as bolt from the blue for the 
region's cricket fraternity. Now, after a sud¬ 
den turn of events, a 27-strong squad was 
sweating it out at the Moti Baug ground here, 
miles away from their homes. 

The breakthrough had come about a 
week back when the idea of using the local 
television channels to get in touch with the 
players had worked. Subsequently, the 
team's player-cum-mentor, Irfan Pathan, 
came up with the plan of shifting the team's 
base to his home town. 

The India international spoke about the 
role played by Baroda Cricket Association ad¬ 
ministrator Satyajit Gaekwad in bringing the 
J&K team to Baroda. “I requested him to al¬ 
low the JKCA team to make use of the ground. 
He agreed and even helped in arranging 
lodging for the team,” Pathan said. 

He further stated: “I decided that we 
should go ahead with the camp even if all the 
players are unable to report. We are way be¬ 
hind in terms of preparation compared to 
other teams. For us it starts now. The players 
who are fromjammu could be contacted but 
it was difficult to contact those who were 
from Kashmir. But it is good that the players 
are here and we are looking forward to the 
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Player-and-mentor Irfan Pathan talks to Jammu and Kashmir players during the 
first day of the off-season camp at the Motibaug ground in Baroda. Bhupendra Rana 


next few days at the camp." 

The players are presently lodged in pri¬ 
vate apartments but but they will soon move 
to a hotel. Pathan said that it was important 
for the players not to think too much about 
the situation back home. 

“Issues will be there but you have to find 
a way to overcome it. Either you crib here and 
keep thinking about what is happening or 
you do everything possible for the team to 
succeed. At least we can start to focus on 



cricket now,” Pathan said. 

The players faced difficulty in getting to 
Jammu and some of the players took the 
help of local police officials to travel out of 
the valley. One of the support staff mem¬ 
bers managed to reach the home of Parvez 
Rasool, the India international, in Bijbehara 
to inform him that he should report to 
Jammu. 

Acclimatisation will be key for the play¬ 
ers as they have to get used to the heat and 


Munaf roped in as 
Baroda’s mentor 

Baroda: Former India pacer Munaf 
Patel has been appointed mentor of 
Baroda's senior and U-23 teams. In his 
new role, he will work closely with 
senior team coach Sanath Kumar. "I 
always wanted to be part of cricket af¬ 
ter my retirement. When the Baroda 
Cricket Association (BCA) approached 
me, I accepted the offer. I want to pass 
on my experience to the youngsters. I 
will travel with the senior team and 
sometimes will also be helping the U- 
23 squad. I will also work as the bowl¬ 
ing coach for the senior team," Munaf 
told The Indian Express. Munaf said the 
challenge will be to help U-23 players 
make the transition to the senior 
team. BCA has also appointed former 
India wicket-keeper Nayan Mongia as 
a mentor for junior teams. 

DEVENDRAPANDEY 


humidity in Baroda for the next few days. The 
players will travel to Jaipur to play their Vijay 
Hazare Trophy games in last week of this 
September. 

The players will take part in a tournament 
organised by the Baroda Cricket Association 
called the Challengers Trophy, which will 
give them some vital match time. 

The team has already missed the Vizzy 
Trophy as most of the players, including India 
international Rasool could not be contacted. 



Rashid’s all-round show 
puts Afghanistan on top 


AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE 

CHITTAGONG, SEPTEMBER 6 

SPIN SENSATION Rashid Khan starred with 
bat and ball on Friday as Afghanistan took 
command in the one-off Test against 
Bangladesh here. Rashid hit 51 off 61 balls to 
take Afghanistan to 342 in their first innings 
and then claimed 4-47 to leave Bangladesh 
struggling at 194 for eight at stumps on the 
second day. 

Mominul Haque scored the only half- 
century for Bangladesh, 52 off 71 balls, while 
Mosaddek Hossain remained unbeaten on 
44 to spare some blushes for the home side 
against the Test minnows. Bangladesh lost a 
wicket in the very first over of their innings 
when Yamin Ahmadzai dismissed opener 
Shadman Islam for nought but Soumya 
Sarkar and Liton Das steadied the innings 
with a 49-run stand. 

Mohammad Nabi removed Soumya leg- 
before for 17 before Rashid introduced him¬ 
self in the attack with immediate impact as 
he bowled Liton for 33. Rashid unleashed fur¬ 
ther destruction in his fifth over, trapping 
Shakib A1 Hasan leg before for 11 and remov¬ 
ing Mushfiqur Rahim for a duck two balls 
later as Bangladesh were reduced to 88-5 at 
tea. They did no better after play resumed in 
the final session as Rashid, who made his de¬ 
but as the youngest ever Test captain in this 
Test, bowled Mahmudullah Riyad for seven 
and left others with little clue against his leg- 
spin. Mominul launched a counter-attack to 


bring his fifty off 69 balls but paid the price 
for his aggression as he gave a catch to Asghar 
Afghan at mid-off off Mohammad Nabi, who 
finished the day with 2-53. Mosaddek sur¬ 
vived the day with tail-ender Taijul Islam, 14 
not out, but Bangladesh still face a mountain 
to climb, trailing Afghanistan by 148 runs in 
the first innings with just two wickets in 
hand. 

Rashid earlier led Afghanistan’s batting 
charge with his maiden Test fifty after they 
lost early wickets, having resumed the sec¬ 
ond day’s play at 271-5. Former skipper 
Asghar, who was unbeaten on 88 overnight, 
managed to add just four runs to his score 
before gifting his wicket to left-arm spinner 
Taijul, just eight runs short of what would 
have been his first Test century. 

Taijul then bowled the other overnight 
batsman AfsarZazai for 41 but Rashid, mak¬ 
ing his debut as the youngest-ever Test cap¬ 
tain, launched a counterattack. Shakib struck 
back to remove tail-enders Qais Ahmad and 
Yamin Ahmadzai for nine and zero respec¬ 
tively but Rashid fought on, bringing up his 
50 in as many balls. 

Off-spinner Mehidy Hasan took a sharp 
catch off his own bowling to stop Rashid’s 
onslaught and end Afghanistan’s innings. 
Taijul finished with 4-116 for Bangladesh 
while Shakib and off-spinner Nayeem Hasan 
claimed two wickets each. 

BRIEF SCORES: Afghanistan 342 (Rahmat 
102, Afghan 92, Rashid 51, Taijul 4/116) lead 
Bangladesh 194/8 (Mominul 52, Mosaddek 
44*, Rashid 4/47, Nabi 2/53) trail by 148 runs 
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In Abu Dhabi, Khabib looks to enhance legacy 

Nurmagomedov, the undefeated lightweight champion, will look to extend his unblemished record at UFC 242, where he takes on Poirier 



The 155-pound belt at UFC 242 in Abu Dhabi is an event designed to cash in on 
Khabib’s popularity in the Middle East. 


GAURAVBHATT 

NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER6 


THE LAST time lightweight champion 
Khabib Nurmagomedov was in the UFC oc¬ 
tagon, he choked out the promotion’s 
biggest star and jumped out of the cage and 
into a nine-month suspension. His absence 
necessitated an interim title, won by Dustin 
Poirier (25-5) in April. 

On Saturday, the undefeated Dagestani 
(27-0) returns to fight Poirier in an attempt to 
unify the 155-pound belt, at UFC 242 in Abu 
Dhabi; an event designed to cash in on the 
Muslim fighter’s popularity in the Middle 
East. And unlike his showdown last October 
in Las Vegas, marred with a build around per¬ 
sonal jabs from Conor McGregor and ugly 
spats between the two camps, the road to 
UAE has refreshingly been about the fight¬ 
ers themselves. 

“My last fight was a bit crazy... but now I 
have an opponent I want to show respect to,” 
Khabib said during a media conference call 
from Abu Dhabi. “I think the sport of mixed 
martial arts is all about respect. Even if you 
don’t like your opponent, you have to respect 
them, because this is a very unforgiving sport 
and you and your opponent have families. A 
lot of people, a lot of kids watch you guys.” 

Dagestan dreams 

Barring his fight with McGregor, which 
seemed to bring the worst in Khabib, the 
Dagestan native has been a great ambassador 
for the Russian republic located where the 
Greater Caucasus range and Caspian Sea meet. 

His title win last April made him the first 
Muslim or Russian national UFC champion, 
and the blockbuster title defence meant 
Khabib and his father-cum-coach now need 


police escort to avoid being mobbed by fans. 
While he was being criticised by purists for 
bringing the sport into disrepute, Khabib em¬ 
barked on a victory tour across Russia, UAE 
and Saudi Arabia. 

While Khabib brought mainstream at¬ 
tention to Dagestan, Dagestan has been a 
steady supplier of world and Olympic cham¬ 
pions — including the Olympic and three¬ 
time world champ Abdulrashid Sadulaev — 
and the mountainous region has become a 
sought-after destination for foreign athletes. 

India’s only two-time individual Olympic 
medallist Sushil Kumar chose Dagestan as 
training ground for his comeback, bringing 
native and former Russian international 
Kamal Malikov as coach, who lined up a num¬ 
ber of Dagestani grapplers at the Kayakent 
Sports School for the 36-year-old to work with. 

“The people in that region were lovely, 
and the wrestlers are talented. They appre¬ 
ciate wrestling and coach’s family treated 
me like their own,” said Sushil at the selec¬ 
tion trials last month. 

World championship silver-medallist 
Bajrang Punia won the 65kg gold at the Ali 
Aliev invitational tournament in Kaspiysk, 
Dagestan in May, and stayed back to train in 
Makhachkala. During his training stint, 
Baj rang tweeted a photo with Sadulaev cap¬ 
tioned: “Different country, different race, dif¬ 
ferent faith. But still bonded by heart, soul 
and spirit. That’s the power of sports and the 
culture of sportsmanship.” 

“After we opened (Kayakent) school in 
1996, we saw the first results already in four- 
five years,” Magomed Arangereyev, who 
coaches at the Kayakent sport school in 
Dagestan, said in an interview last year. “After 
six years... our boys started winning in 
Europe, then world championships. The suc¬ 
cess of wrestlers trained in Dagestan has now 


made the region a top draw for the sport,” 
Even in Russia, the region is an outlier. At 
the national championships in July, 
Dagestani wrestlers won 16 medals. North 
Ossetia-Alania was second with 8. 

“Wrestling is the number one sport in 
Dagestan. It’s an honour to me to represent 


my traditional headgear around the world, 
my culture, my history,” Khabib said, refer¬ 
encing the traditional sheepskin Papakha 
which has become a top-seller as the fighter’s 
stock has gone up. 

“I have an opportunity. People know me 
and I want people to know where I am from. 


I want to show people Dagestan, Dagestan 
culture, Dagestan history, because we have 
very, very big history in Dagestan. If I have the 
opportunity, why not?” 

No pushover 

All eyes are firmly on Khabib, and Poirier 
takes no issues with that. The Louisiana na¬ 
tive is a 30-year-old veteran, with 31 fights 
over 11 years. Primarily a boxer, Poirier has 
19 finishes (12 KOs, 7 subs) and is versatile; 
dangerous in the pocket and at distance and 
has faced wrestlers in the cage before. 

But Khabib’s wrestling reduces all stand- 
up talks to a series of hypotheticals. Khabib 
averages 5 takedowns per 15 minutes, and 
scored a record-breaking 21 takedowns 
against Abel Trujillo. Poirer has scored 21 in 
his career. Poirier talked about switching up 
the training camp to acclimatise to the heat 
and food in Abu Dhabi. 

“I’ve got out under the sun and done a lot 
of sprint work and a lot of stadium work, and 
a lot of hard pushes directly under the sun. 
Not that we’re fighting outdoors, but just to 
get my body in that heat. I’m also bringing a 
nutritionist, a chef with me. We’re pre-plan¬ 
ning for all those challenges that come with 
the food and spices and the time change,” 
said Poirier. “I can trust myself that when I 
get in there and they lock that door for 25 
minutes, that I’m the better fighter, and I’m in 
there to win.” 

Khabib too asked the casual fans to give 
credit to Poirier. “Dustin is a much more com¬ 
plete fighter than Conor. He is better, and ac¬ 
tually beat a lot of good guys. But now, no more 
interim. Because in the jungle there’s only one 
king. That’s why I have to kill this problem.” 
LIVE: UFC242 Sony Ten 2 (English), Sony Ten 
3 (Hindi) at 11:30pm 1ST, Saturday 7th 
September 


Hope shooting 
talent gets 
reflected at 
Olympics: Rijiju 

New Delhi: Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju 
lauded the Indian shooters for their un¬ 
precedented medal haul at the recently- 
concluded World Cup and hoped they 
would carry the stupendous form into next 
year’s Tokyo Olympics as well. 

“We are going to set the record of high¬ 
est number of athletes, in terms of partic¬ 
ipation, in shooting forTokyo Olympics. We 
have already secured nine berths and I am 
told there is a possibility of 12 quota 
places,” he said. “We are now best in the 
world and I am looking forward to it that 
the talent that we have in shooting should 
reflect in the Olympics. We must be able to 
secure a good number of medals at the 
Olympics. One of the strongest disciplines 
from which we will have high hopes is 
shooting.” The Sports Ministry had recently 
written to UK Secretary of Sport for shoot¬ 
ing’s re-inclusion in the Birmingham 
Commonwealth Games. 

When asked about the issue, Rijiju said: 
“India is one of the most important nations 
in the Commonwealth Games Federation 
and excluding shooting from 2022 has up¬ 
set all of us... the decision was taken in the 
CWG organising executive committee, 
there were no Indians to put up India’s 
case. So it is not proper to take a decision 
which is not in the interest of India be¬ 
cause everybody knows India has the 
greatest strength in shooting. We will take 
it up through diplomatic channels also but 
since it is a sporting event, we would pre¬ 
fer that the CWG executive committee 
considers our case, or else we will be very 
upset and register our protest. I have al¬ 
ready written a letter so let’s see, the IOA 
will meet me again.” PTI 


Semenya joins South African football club 



Semenya has joined South African club JVW FC as she appeals a CAS ruling that 
has brought her athletics career to a halt. File 


Argentina, Chile 
stalemate in LA friendly 


ASSOCIATED PRESS 

SEPTEMBER 6 


CASTER SEMENYA has signed to play with a 
South African football team, a strong hint that 
the two-time Olympic 800-meter champion 
might be ready to give up track and field af¬ 
ter a decade-long legal battle with the IAAF. 

Semenya wrote on Twitter on Friday that 
she had joined Johannesburg-based 
women’s club JVW FC and said she was look¬ 
ing forward to a “new journey.” 

The club said Semenya began training 
with the team this week but will only play 
league matches next year because the win¬ 
dow to sign new players for this season is 
closed. Next year's Tol<yo Olympics are in July 
and August, when the women’s football sea¬ 
son will be in action. Semenya didn’t directly 
say if she was retiring from track and field. 

“I am grateful for this opportunity and I 
appreciate the love and support I already get 
from the team," Semenya said. “I am looking 
forward to this new journey, and hopefully I 
can contribute as much as I can to the club.” 

JVW FC is owned by South Africa national 
women’s team captain Janine van Wyk, a for¬ 
mer Houston Dash defender. 

“I am extremely elated to have such an 
iconic athlete join my football club,” van Wyk 
said. “I am absolutely honored that out of all 
the other women’s clubs around the world, 
she (Semenya) has chosen JVW as the club 
where she would like to start showcasing her 
football skills.” 

Semenya is barred from defending her 
800 title at this month’s world champi¬ 
onships — and cannot compete in any top- 
level events in races from 400 meters to one 


mile — after refusing to follow IAAF mles re¬ 
quiring her to reduce her natural testosterone 
to compete. She is appealing against those 
rules at the Swiss supreme court but faced a 
setback in July when the court provisionally 
upheld the mles, ending her ambitions to de¬ 
fend her title at the worlds in Doha, Qatar. 

The Swiss supreme court hasn't yet an¬ 
nounced a final verdict in Semenya's appeal 
but she appears to be thinking about life af¬ 


ter track. 

Semenya has often posted messages on 
social media in the past few months hinting 
she would walk away from track and field if 
she wasn’t allowed to run without taking 
hormone-suppressing medication. 

In the hours after the Swiss supreme 
court upheld the IAAF regulations in that 
temporary ruling in July, Semenya wrote on 
Twitter: “First chapter of my life done, look- 


I am absolutely honoured that out 
of all the other women’s clubs 
around the world, she has chosen 
JVW as the club where she would 
like to start showcasing her football 
skills. I welcomed her at her first 
training [session] with the team on 
Tuesday and was impressed to see 
that she definitely has all the 
fundamentals.” 

JANINE VAN WYK, 

CLUB FOUNDER ANDS0UTH AFRICA 
CAPTAIN 

ing forward to my second chapter.” 

The 28-year-old Semenya is one of sev¬ 
eral elite female athletes with one of a num¬ 
ber of conditions known as differences of sex 
development, which result in male and fe¬ 
male biological characteristics. 

She was legally identified as female at 
birth and has identified as female her whole 
life but was born with the typical male XY 
chromosome pattern and has testosterone 
levels higher than the typical female range. 
The IAAF says that testosterone gives her an 
unfair athletic advantage over other female 
runners and she must medically reduce it to 
be allowed to compete. 

The IAAF has argued that athletes with 
her condition are “biologically male,” an as¬ 
sertion that Semenya calls “deeply hurtful.” 

Semenya is fighting for the testosterone 
regulations to be thrown out but lost her case 
at the Swiss-based Court of Arbitration for 
Sport earlier this year, prompting her to ap¬ 
peal to Switzerland’s supreme court. 


AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE 

LOS ANGELES, SEPTEMBER 6 


ARGENTINA AND Chile ground out a 0-0 
draw here Thursday in a niggly friendly in¬ 
ternational between the two South 
American rivals. Argentina, missing the sus¬ 
pended Lionel Messi and several other 
European-based stars including Sergio 
Aguero and Angel Di Maria, enjoyed the bet¬ 
ter chances but were unable to find a goal in 
front of a sparsely populated Los Angeles 
Memorial Coliseum. 

Chile, with Alexis Sanchez leading their 
attack, were similarly uninspired in front of 
goal. Thursday’s game was the latest instal¬ 
ment of an increasingly bitter rivalry be¬ 
tween the two sides who met in both the 
2015 and 2016 Copa America finals, won by 
Chile on each occasion. 

The two sides also faced off in this year’s 
Copa, with Argentina winning a third-place 
play-off. The intense rivalry was evident 
throughout, with US referee Jair Marrufo 
showing no fewer than 10 yellow cards in an 
often ill-tempered contest. 

Chile midfielder Charles Aranguiz was 
lucky to stay on the pitch after picking up an 
early booking and then committing a brutal 
stamp on Tottenham Hotspur’s Giovani Lo 
Celso in the first half. 

Marrufo had brandished his yellow card 
three times within the first 15 minutes, cau¬ 
tioning Paris Saint-Germain midfielder 
Leandro Paredes in the sixth minute for a 
rugged tackle on Sanchez. 


Aranguiz got Chile’s retaliation in mo¬ 
ments later, flattening Rodrigo De Paul to 
earn a yellow card before later flying in on Lo 
Celso. Argentina came closest to breaking the 
deadlock on 23 minutes, Lo Celso releasing 
Lautaro Martinez on the edge of the area who 
teed up Paulo Dybala for a shot that was su¬ 
perbly saved by Chile’s Manchester City re¬ 
serve goalkeeper Claudio Bravo. 

Chile’s best chance of the half came five min¬ 
utes from half-time, withAranguiz forcinga save 
from Porto goalkeeper Agustin Marchesin. 

River Plate defender Lucas Martinez 
Quarta almost gave Argentina the lead in the 
second half, glancing De Paul’s cross just 
wide. Chile then missed a golden chance to 
go in front when Eduardo Vargas cut back to 
find Cesar Pinares only for the midfielder’s 
shot to clip the top of the bar. 

Smalling sees long-term future in 
Italy 

Manchester United defender Chris 
Smalling says he will be happy to extend his 
stay in Italy if his season-long loan deal at AS 
Roma is successful. England international 
Smalling fell out of favour at Old Trafford fol¬ 
lowing the arrival of Harry Maguire as the 
world's most expensive defender from 
Leicester City. The 29-year-old centre back 
has been brought in at Roma to help fill the 
void left by Kostas Manolas at the heart of 
the defence, and he suggested he could look 
to make the move permanent. 

“This is an opportunity that came to me 
that I was very interested in, and I was very 
eager to come,” Smalling said. 
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